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L.A. Unified’s Police Academy Students
Attend National Police Week 2019

500 Students Participated in
the Arts Education Branch
Choral Music Summit

L.A. Unified’s Reseda High School PAM (Police Academy
Magnet) students traveled to Washington D.C. with
Magnet Coordinator Alise Cayen to participate in National
Police Week 2019. In 1962, President John F. Kennedy
signed a proclamation which designated May 15 as Peace
Officers Memorial Day and the week in which that date
falls as Police Week. Currently, tens of thousands of law
enforcement officers from around the world converge in
Washington, DC to participate in a number of planned
events which honor those that have paid the ultimate
sacrifice. We are very proud of our LAUSD students who
participated in these events and the memorial tribute.

Reseda High
School PAM
students visited
the White House
as part of the
National Police
Week 2019 in
Washington, DC.

Taft Charter High School students performing
during the Choral Music Summit.

The Arts Education Branch proudly
hosted two Secondary Instructional
Choral Music Summits on April 13 and
27, 2019, welcoming 500 student
choristers from across L.A. Unified.
During each summit, choirs performed
for and listened to their peers, and
received coaching from professional
music educators. Each group also
received written and audio/video
feedback from educators and
students, and some groups gave
impromptu joint performances when
they realized they had prepared the
same pieces! As a pilot, elementary
groups were also invited in a pilot
effort and have earned a place in future instructional events with their
own outstanding performances!”

South East High School Chorale performing during
the summit

Hawkins High Schools Reach Out to Potential
Ninth Graders
Augustus Hawkins High School campus held a half-day Welcome
Celebration on Saturday, May 18, 2019, for incoming ninth
graders of the community.
The program included activities where parents participated in
Community Building Circles and engaged in dialogue with faculty
members of the three schools – Critical Design and Gaming
School (C-DAGS), Community Health Advocates School (CHAS),
and Responsible Indigenous Social Entrepreneurship School
(RISE).
Students and parents were excited to see the performance of the
Cheerleading and Dance squads, followed by a brief presentation
of the EduCare after school program. The Hawkins team was
ready to sign up students for summer programs, sport and
other extracurricular activities
at various tables set up around
the school plaza.
“We designed this day to be
more than just a recruitment
or orientation activity,” said
Patricia Hanson, C-DAGS
principal. “We wanted each of
the parents and students to
leave the campus today
excited about the many
possibilities the school of their
choice offers them and their
families.”

Families signing in as they arrive to
Hawkins HS Welcome Celebration.

Recognizing Recipients of Seals of Biliteracy at Monroe High
James Monroe High School held their 2019 Seal of Biliteracy
ceremony luncheon on Monday, May 20, 2019, to honor the 115
students to be awarded the State Seal and/or L.A. Unified Seal of
Biliteracy. Monroe High School increased their number of Seal
recipients by 64% since the 2017-2018 school year. Students
qualified for the seal under the following languages: Arabic,
Bengali, Creole, Tagalog,
Punjabi, Hindi, Spanish,
Portuguese, and Thai. In
support of equity, Marcia
Tinoco, EL/SEL Title III
Coach, has worked since
last year to identify and
Proud Biliteracy Award recipients enjoying the
support students whose
award luncheon. Each student received a
home language is not
personalized Biliteracy lapel pin to wear at
taught in L.A. Unified.
graduation.
The state seal recipients
Ms. Tinoco congratulating the students on their
at Monroe represent the high school with the largest number
personal achievement of earning the State and
of different languages, eight in total. James Monroe High School
District Biliteracy Award.
strives to honor the various cultures and languages represented
at graduation.

Venice Skills Center Student Gains Full-Time Employment as a Systems
Analysts at LA Sanitation
Terry Caccia completed the Cisco Networking and CompTIA A+
certification preparatory classes at Venice Skills Center. These
classes prepare you to have an entry-level certification to begin
a career in IT. After becoming certified, Terry was hired as a
Systems Analyst in the Information & Control Systems Division
in the Hyperion Water Reclamation Plant for L.A. Sanitation.
Terry is certain that the training provided by his Cisco
Networking Instructor, Robert Yorgason, prepared him to
develop the skill sets employers looked for when searching for
an entry level networking and technical support position. During
Terry’s job search, he found that most employers were looking
for candidates that had experience working with physical routers
and switches, fortunately Terry’s training at Venice Skills
Center prepared him for today’s competitive job market.
Congratulations Terry!

Terry Caccia in front of the City of Los Angeles
Sanitation Office.

Legislators Thank School Improvement Grant (SIG) Mini-Grant Recipients
for Their Efforts
Barton Hill Elementary, Bradley Global Awareness Magnet Elementary, Augustus Hawkins High School
- CDAGS, and Webster Middle School, all SIG Cohort 4 schools, had mini-grant projects that were
aimed at boosting parent and community involvement and/or student achievement.
Bradley Global Awareness Magnet implement plans to directly involve parents in the education of their
children, known as Parents and Family are
Essential: Everyone has a Place in our School
(PEEPS Week), and also produced a play,
highlighting African-American history through
music. Barton Hill Elementary team put together a
Family Math Night, including training in accessing
various LAUSD on-line platforms. The Augustus
Hawkins-CDAGS program focused on helping
parents, students, and school staff cope with
stress-inducing trauma in the community through
Wellness Training. The Webster Middle School Mini
Staff of Bradley Global Awareness Magnet Elementary and Cesar
-Grant team also focused on wellness, with the
Montoya of Assembly member Kalmager-Dove’s office
team helping students to plan and build a Student
Wellness Center on campus.

