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Families, Students and Educators Attend the First
Annual College Palooza
On March 16, 2019, almost 1400 students, families,
educators, and community members went to Los Angeles
Trade Tech for the 1st annual College Palooza. After a
rousing welcome from Board Member Schmerelson, Chief
Academic Officer, Dr. Gipson, and National Council for
Community and Education Partneships CEO and President,
Ranjit Sidhu, participants chose from over 80 workshops on
multiple college and career readiness topics during three
periods. At the resource fair, over 40 college representatives
and 25 district and community partners provided a high
energy atmosphere as representatives shared valuable
information with families and educators. Feedback from the
event was overwhelmingly positive, with praise for the
variety of learning opportunities that strengthen the
college-going culture for all of our stakeholders. Kudos to
the DOI family and all its partners whose collaboration and
dedication made College Palooza possible. Stay tuned for
College Palooza ’20!

Emergency Medical Technicians
(EMTs) Transition to Employment
Career and Technical Education (CTE) Advisor
Johnathan Scheaeffer and Emergency Medical
Technician Instructor Joshua Effle-Hoy, organized an
event to connect EMT students of North Valley
Occupational Center (NVOC) with six local ambulance
providers. This event gave students an opportunity to
network with EMT companies to discuss future
employment. The biggest surprise of the event, and a
major source of pride of our program, came when
students realized that each of the six organizations
participating had at least one graduate of the NVOC
EMT program working for them. These included
Liberty Ambulance, Lifeline EMS, Firstmed
Ambulance, PRN
Ambulance,
American
Professional
Ambulance and
Ambulnz.
Congratulations
and thank you
to former NVOC
students Amy
Ruiz, Steve
Dodgen,
Jonathan Lopez,
Renee Biggle,
Trystenn Esquivel
and Paolo
Garzona for
helping to inspire
the future EMT
graduates.

Mastery Learning & Grading
Facilitator Recognized as Physical
Education Teacher of the Year
Eric Davolt, a physical education teacher at
Ramon C. Cortines School of Visual and
Performing Arts, was recognized as the 2019
High School Physical Education Teacher of the
Year at the California Association for Health,
Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance
statewide conference in Garden Grove,
California. In addition, Eric has recently
completed training as a Mastery Learning &
Grading Facilitator. Mastery Learning and
Grading is a growth-mindset approach to K-12
teaching and learning, based on the expectation
that everyone can learn when provided with the
right conditions and support. Eric also serves
on the Division of Instruction’s Physical
Education Leadership Cadre.

Eric with his
wife Shannon,
also a physical
education
teacher with
L.A. Unified.

One of the ambulances in the event
connecting EMT students with six local
ambulance providers in the Los Angeles
area.

Bradley School Improvement Grant (SIG) Mini-Grant Team Actively Involves
Parents in School Activities
A team of teachers funded by a School Improvement Grant “Mini-Grant” planned and put on a Family
Math and Science Night on the evening of March 7 at Bradley Global Awareness Magnet Elementary
School.
The Family Math and Science Night was part of a series of events planned by the SIG Mini-Grant team
aimed at increasing parental involvement and support at the school. Over 300 parents have
participated in one or more of the activities since October.
The evening featured a dinner and welcome from Principal
Monique Bell and SIG Mini-Grant team Leader Nina Berenfeld in
the school’s auditorium, followed by workshops for the entire
family chosen from a menu of options that included four
different math games designed to help parents and caregivers
reinforce their children’s math skills and a science lab.
“We envisioned having parent engagement be seen as a
celebration of our students and families, feel fun, and be a
school-wide endeavor,” said Ms. Berenfeld, Bradley Magnet
School Psychiatric Social Worker. “We thought it was worth
trying an ongoing monthly project that parents, students and
staff would become more familiar with throughout the year, a
project that would allow staff with different subject and
grade-level expertise to plug into and share with parents
and caregivers.”

Parents and students engaged in math and
science activities during the Family Night at
Bradley Global Awareness Magnet ES.

