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10th Annual GATE/SAS Parent
Conference: Embracing the
Gifted Mind

Toastmasters Club Spring
Open House
L.A. Unified’s Toastmasters Club 382 held
their Spring Open House Event on March 14,
2019, at the L.A. Unified Boardroom. The
theme for the open house was Wonder
Women: Fierce and Fabulous Women in Our
Lives and the keynote speaker was Chief
Academic Officer, Dr. Frances Gipson. The
Toastmasters’ Club meets weekly. If you
are interested in joining, you may contact
Toastmasters’ Club president Dr. Victor
Gonzalez at victor.gonzalez@lausd.net.
Dr. Gipson
receiving a token
of appreciation
from Toastmaster
Club President
Dr. Gonzalez.

A Day at the Battleship
USS Iowa
Grade 4 and 5 teachers from all over the
district spent the day on the Battleship USS
Iowa to deepen their knowledge of California
and the United States History on February
23, 2019. This is part of the A More Perfect
Union grant from the US Department of
Education in partnership with Gilder
Lehrman. History content sessions were led
by professors from California State
University, Long Beach and California State
University, Fullerton. In addition, teachers
were given a special tour led by military
veterans, some of whom served on the
battleship. A special thanks to the team at
the Battleship USS Iowa who sponsored the
event and offers STEAM and history field
trips and summer programs to our students
and teachers.

Gifted & Talented Education (GATE) Programs and
Schools for Advanced Studies (SAS) Learning Options,
held its 10th Annual GATE/SAS Parent Conference on
Saturday, March 9, from 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at
RFK Community Schools. This popular annual event
included a keynote address by Dr. Nicole Tetreault,
neuroscientist and author, and two self-selected
workshop sessions. Session topics included Meeting
the Social-Emotional Needs of Gifted Learners,
Overview of SAS and Gifted & Highly Gifted Magnets,
Twice Exceptional (2e) Learners, and Differentiated
Instruction. The Division of Instruction was well
represented with presenters from the Arts Education
Branch; Access, Equity and Acceleration; Student
Integration Services; and Academic and Counseling
Services.
Parents indicated their continued appreciation for the
conference. “Every year I am beyond grateful for this
conference. I am looking forward to implementing
these new tools with my daughter,” said one parent.
Other feedback included “This was great help. I don’t
feel so helpless in raising a healthy, gifted child,” and,
“This was my first GATE conference and I found it to
be wonderful. I love the fact that I had the chance to
meet other parents that are experiencing what I’m
going through.” Aside from this annual conference,
Gifted/Talented Programs provides parent spring
GATE/SAS trainings, special topic workshops, a
quarterly GATE/SAS newsletter, website information,
and social media updates. For more information,
contact Gifted/Talented Programs, Advanced Learning
Options, at (213) 241-6500.

Dr. Niederdeppe, Gifted and Talented (GATE) Coordinator, presenting to
a group of parents during one of the breakout sessions.

Cultivating Google Certified Educators in L.A. Unified
The Instructional Technology Initiative (ITI) expanded its models of
professional learning support by launching the Google Certified Educator
Program. Level 1 and Level 2 certifications are designed for educators and
classroom teachers who wish to demonstrate proficiency in using Google
for Education tools. In partnership with Google for Education, ITI provided
its Instructional Technology Facilitators (ITFs) rigorous training and
comprehensive portfolio certification to become Google Certified Trainers
for the District. Combining their expertise in leveraging Google Suite for
education with their coaching and mentoring skills, that lead with
instruction, our ITFs are now industry certified to support all District
educators who are ready to transform learning with their free Google
Suite Enterprise accounts. Contact ITI at (213) 241-5532 for more
information or to schedule a training for your Local District, department,
or school.

Every Child A Super Reader
Administrators from each Local District brought members of their instructional leadership teams to
participate in the Academic English Mastery Program (AEMP) Literacy Roundtable with one of the
authors of Every Child A Super Reader, Pam Allyn. The Literacy Roundtable took place on March 2,
2019, at 74th Street Elementary School in Local District West.
AEMP partnered with Scholastic Education and world-renowned literacy expert, advocate, and author
Pam Allyn to engage AEMP administrators and members of their Instructional Leadership Teams in an
insightful discussion on social emotional learning and independent reading. Pam Allyn and the
educators in attendance examined the benefits of super reading and the principles that establish the
development of super readers in all students, elementary through secondary.
AEMP is providing Mainstream English Language
Development and Academic Language Development
lessons using literature selections from Scholastic’s
Seven Strengths Libraries. Ms. Allyn and the
participants explored impact of designing reading
experiences using the Seven Literacy Strengths:
Belonging, Curiosity, Friendship, Kindness,
Confidence, Courage and Hope.
Educators received Every Child A Super Reader. The
book provides simple, easy to implement strategies
for educators, and Ms. Allyn highlighted the fact that
AEMP administrators and their team during the
the book is about teachers making choices, loving
Literacy Roundtable.
reading, and passing that passion on to their students.
One participant stated, “I like how the training made
me think of readers not as levels, but as super readers.” It also includes strategies for parents to help
make literacy school/home connections. “I appreciated hearing the author, first-hand, address literacy
needs and strategies for promoting reading,” said an AEMP Literacy Roundtable Participant.

Linked Learning Teacher Honored as Faculty of the Year
Linked Learning Lead Teacher, Jacqueline La Torre of the Design & Digital Media
Pathway at The Los Angeles School of Global Studies, was recently named The
Architecture. Construction. Engineering. (ACE) Mentor 2019 Faculty of the Year
(Orange County/Los Angeles). ACE Mentor Program of America helps mentor
high school students and inspires them to pursue careers in design and
construction through mentoring and continued advancement in the industry.
More than 9,000 students from 1,000 high schools annually participate
in ACE.
The event took place at the California Club in Downtown Los Angeles,
on February 21, 2019. Ms. La Torre was commended for her relentless
efforts to bring new real-world opportunities to her students and for
her ongoing efforts to ensure they graduate L.A. Unified ready to
succeed in college and careers.

Ms. La Torre receiving
her award.

