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Day One Kick Off for Elementary and Secondary
Integrated English Language Development
(iELD) Fellowship & Leader Cadre

L.A. Unified Meets with
Legislators to Discuss the
Digital Divide
The California Emerging Technology
Fund (CETF) and School2Home
convened a meeting in Sacramento for
school leaders to discuss the digital
divide with state legislators. Middle
school principals and their leadership
teams from Maywood Center for
Enriched Studies (MACES), Gompers,
Sutter, Columbus and Stevenson had
the opportunity to meet with their
school’s state legislators where they
shared their success stories of
leveraging technology to address the
achievement gap and discussed the
importance of addressing the digital
divide. Sophia Mendoza, director of the
Instructional Technology Initiative,
shared the District's multi-tiered
approach of preparing and supporting
schools in leading with instruction as
they integrate the International Society
for Technology in Education Standards.
The convening concluded with schools
developing action plans for continuing
to address the achievement gap and
digital divide in their communities.

L.A. Unified middle school leaders and Sunne
Wright McPeak, CEO of CETF

The Multilingual and Multicultural
Education Department in
collaboration with Content Teams
(Mathematics, Science, Social
Science and English Language Arts)
kicked off the first of five days for
Elementary and three days for
Secondary iELD training at Mendez
High School on Saturday, February 9,
2019. This training was well attended
with 97 elementary and 20 secondary
teachers district-wide. Fellows and
Lead Cadre teachers will deepen
Division of Instruction’s
knowledge of the ELD instructional
Dharma Hernandez, Secondary
practices, standards and framework ELA Coordinator and Bernie
for each content area and how they Carrasco, MMED Secondary
EL Specialist
work in tandem with the CA ELD
Standards and ELA/ELD CA Framework. Through this
training, teachers will be developing iELD lessons across the
content areas of math,
science, social studies, and
English language arts. This
collaborative learning will
increase teachers’ effective
implementation of a
Comprehensive ELD
program, address the
instructional shifts to
support success in the
ELPAC and SBA
assessments, and provide
Fellows engaged in an activity to deepen resources for all teachers
who service English learners.
their knowledge of ELD instructional
practices.

Get Lit Poetry Showcase at Sotomayor High School
Get Lit Blitz, featuring Get Lit Players from schools across
Los Angeles, performed classic and personal response
poems before an energized crowd
of 300 students and faculty at
Sotomayor High School on
Valentine’s Day, Thursday
February 14, 2019. The Get Lit
program uses poetry as a medium
to engage students in the art of
self-expression, giving them a
voice to channel their creative
abilities and improve their literacy.
Four high schools are currently
using the program to meet the
intervention literacy needs of
Khamal Iwuanyanwu, one of the
students
in grades 9-10, the
Get Lit Players, performs during
the Get Lit Blitz at Sotomayor
secondary literacy team within the
High School. Iwuanyanwu is a
Division of Instruction hopes to
graduate of Cleveland High
expand the program next year.
School and attends Pierce
College.

Kennedy High School Students
Received Awards at the SkillsUSA
Competition
The Architecture/Digital Design/Filmmaking
Magnet and SkillsUSA Chapter at Kennedy High
School in Granada Hills are celebrating 20 years of
excellence. The inclusion of the SkillsUSA Career
Essentials program has helped the students train
for competitions, learn valuable leadership skills,
and serve their communities.
The Kennedy High School Team

The first step in the competitive year was the
regional conference, held over two weekends in
late January and early February. As a result of the
students’ hard work, the Architecture/Digital
Design/Filmmaking Magnet earned 6 gold,
15 silver, and 7 bronze medals in 10 different
contest areas. The winning students will advance
to the SkillsUSA State conference in April. There,
they will compete in Advertising Design,
Community Service, Career Showcase, Digital
Cinema Production, Entrepreneurship,
Extemporaneous Speaking, Job Skill
Demonstration, Outstanding Chapter, Pin Design,
and TV Video Production.

Kennedy High School students manually drafting and designing using
the computer.

Division of Adult and Career Education: Evans Community Adult School
(CAS) Student Success Story — Julie Gutierrez
In April 2018, Julie Gutierrez called the Downtown/Pico Union WorkSource Center in hopes of finding
funding to train as a Pharmacy Technician. In speaking with Eleanor Comegys, one of DACE’s
Navigators, Julie learned about the Pharmacy
Technician program at Evans CAS, and Eleanor
confirmed that the WorkSource Center might be
able to fund her training.
After enrolling at the WorkSource Center, Julie
received funding for her training in August and
started the program at Evans CAS.
Julie says that her instructor at Evans CAS, Leslie
Acuña, continually pushed her to do her best,
even when she was struggling to balance
studying with caring for her three children. She
appreciates that Ms. Acuña often went above and
beyond to support her.
She also appreciates the support she received
from Marcella Wong, the WorkSource Center’s
Senior Workforce Development Specialist. She
could not have done the training without being
funded by the WorkSource Center.

Julie Gutierrez (center) with Evans CAS Instructor Leslie Acuna and
WorkSource Specialist Marcella Wong

Julie completed the program at Evans CAS in
January, having passed the Pharmacy Technician Certification Board Exam and having completed her
Pharmacy Tech License application. She will soon start her new position as a Pharmacy Technician at
CVS. Congratulations, Julie!

