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ITI Task Force Meeting Hosts Dr. Mimi Ito,
UC Irvine Professor & Expert in Digital Learning

Telfair Elementary Students Visit the
Boring Company Tunnel
Telfair Elementary sent 60 students to
the Hawthorne Tunneling site of the
Boring Company, an infrastructure and
tunnel construction company that is a
sister company to Tesla and SpaceX.
Students had the opportunity to view the
construction grounds, listen to
advancements in transportation, and
analyze the cost and benefit to mass
transportation. Students were awed
when they learned that the tunnel from
West Hollywood to Dodger Stadium
would cut transit time to under four
minutes.
Following the tour, Telfair students
participated in a Makerspace activity
back at their school where they applied
the knowledge gained from the field trip
to construct a transit system of their own
with the lens of the ISTE Student
Standard: Innovative Designer. Students’
work were celebrated for their creativity
and innovative efforts to address
transportation challenges in their
community.

On Thursday, February 7th, over 40 L.A. Unified leaders
gathered to hear from Dr. Mimi Ito, renowned expert and
cultural anthropologist from UC Irvine. Dr. Ito challenged
attendees to consider what the learning environment would
look like if it were framed to meet the interest-driven needs
of today's learners. Through interactive dialogue and
activities, attendees considered ways to create
interest-driven learning opportunities in the classroom.
Attendees also received a copy of Dr. Ito's latest
publication, Affinity Online, which presents information from
an ethnographic case study on youth online engagement and
how affinity networks can fuel connection and learning.

Dr. Ito engaging L.A. Unified Leaders

Google Certified Educator training provided to Instructional
Technology Teacher Advisors
The Instructional
Technology and Teacher
Advisors (ITTAs), as well
as several Central Office
Curriculum and
Instruction Advisors,
attended a two-day
Google Certified Educator
Level 1 training that prepares them for the Level 1 exam. The
Division of Adult & Career Education is the recipient of a $42,000
grant from Google which pays for a 3rd party company
specializing in educational technology training to provide several
professional development sessions.
The Google Certified Educator Level 1 exam is mostly a
performance-based exam that tests one's ability to use Google for
Education tools in a classroom setting. The Level 1 status
indicates that an educator is able to successfully implement G
Suite for Education into their teaching practice in order to
enhance teaching and learning.

Telfair Avenue ES students proudly wore hard hats, yellow and
orange vests as they visited the Boring Company’s tunnel.

Individuals who achieve the certification may publicize their
status with their personalized certificate and badge. The
certification is valid for 36 months and the exam certifies or
recertifies educators who have the fundamental skills for
implementing Google for Education tools in the classroom.

“Ease on Down the Roadmap to Success!”
2019 African American Parent Empowerment Summit
Local Districts Northwest and Northeast joined forces with Village Nation to host their annual African
American Parent Empowerment Summit, which took place at Robert A. Millikan Charter Middle School
in Local District Northwest on Saturday, January 26, 2019.
The theme of this year’s 2019 African American Parent Empowerment Summit was “Ease on Down the
Roadmap to Success!” Community members received remarks from: Principal Felicia Drew, Board
Member Scott Schmerelson of Board District 3, Fluke Fluker of the Village Nation, LD Northeast
Superintendent Linda Del Cueto, LD Northwest Superintendent Joseph Nacorda, and Access, Equity and
Acceleration Administrator Dr. Robert Whitman.
Highlighting the powerful connection between the arts and education, the day was filled with student
performances, speakers from the entertainment industry, and informative workshops that highlighted
promising practices to accelerate the education of African American/Black students. Andre Spicer, AEA
director, and Dr. Jamila Gillenwaters, AEA coordinator ,conducted parent workshops designed to
highlight AEA’s efforts to increase achievement for African American/Black students throughout the
District. The African American Parent Empowerment Summit was designed in an effort to ensure that
African American children thrive all the way through school and college.

Event Organizers: Fluke Fluker, Village
Nation President and Karen O’Riley, Local
District Northwest Standard English
Learner Coordinator

Board Member Scott Schmerelson of Board District 3,
Local District Northwest Superintendent Joseph
Nacorda, and AEA Director Andre Spicer

One hundred and fifty community members attended
this event.

Winter 2019 Mastery Learning and Grading “unConferences”
An unConference is a training where participants drive their own learning. During this
unConference, K-12 teachers across the District collaborated over the break, January 3rd and 4th, to
create Mastery Learning and Grading (MLG) aligned classroom resources. MLG coaches and
facilitators were on hand to provide support and feedback so all teachers could create products that
meet proficiency or mastery level, as articulated on criteria rubrics. Growing demand for MLG
support resulted in two locations this winter. Sixty participants met at Vista Middle School in Local
District Northeast and another 60 participants met at Local District South. All these products are
now available to participants in Google Drive folders to help teachers build their MLG capacity and
refine implementation of MLG.

