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Hawkins-Critical Design & Gaming High School (CDAGS)
Seniors Present “Know Your Rights” Projects
Over 100 seniors at Hawkins-CDAGS presented projects, many of
which were created in the school’s MakerSpace “Imagination Lab,”
that demonstrated their knowledge of Constitutional Rights.

L.A. Unified Educators Learn About the
Transformative Power of Play
The third quarterly Instructional Technology
Initiative (ITI) Task Force meeting was
celebrated and featured renowned scholar and
author, Dr. Katie Salen Tekinbas, from the
University of California, Irvine. Dr. Tekinbas'
work focuses on the interactivity and
transformative potential of play, exploring how
connections and collaboration in digital spaces
among middle school youth can transfer to and
impact their socio-emotional learning.
Dr. Tekinbas discussed how games provide
productive spaces to fail and try new things,
whereas creating this context in the classroom
remains a challenge. Attendees learned about
the opportunities provided by games such as
Minecraft to create a digital space for children
to experience collaboration and practice conflict
resolution.

Some 120 students at Hawkins-CDAGS made use of the Imagination
Lab, which is being funded in part by the School Improvement Grant,
to work on interactive websites and posters.
“This project was a great example of how the Imagination Lab works
closely with academic content teachers/classes to design, develop and
produce products for projects,” said Magalis Martinez, who runs the
lab for the school. “The Imagination Lab is an experiential learning
space centered on Jean Piaget’s constructivism theory and Seymour
Papert’s constructionism theory. The Lab offers workshops, labs, and
learning activities that provide students with an opportunity to
integrate design, art, creativity and STEAM into their course projects.”
Hawkins-CDAGS Government teachers Chris Chavez and Genaro Ulloa
were participants in the Know Your Rights Project. The students
learned about amendments to the United States Constitution,
conducted research on the amendments and wrote papers on them.
The research assisted the students in the creation of the content used
in the interactive posters and websites the students created in the
Imagination Lab.
The Know Your Rights project is part of Hawkins-CDAGS 12th Grade
students’ Linked Learning Project.

The Innovation Office Hosts Carolyn McKanders PDs
LAUSD’s Innovation Division hosted two workshops on November 29 and
November 30, one on Adaptive Schools and one on Calibrating Conversations,
led by noted educator Carolyn McKanders.
“Carolyn McKanders is one of the premier presenters in the world, and we
were pleased that we were able to bring her to L.A. Unified,” said Kathy Stehr,
Professional Development Coordinator for the Innovation Office. “District
personnel were exposed to tools to support productive protocols in order to
engage students and staff.”
The separate workshops, both first days of two day workshops, were given to
different audiences. The Calibrating Conversation workshop, held on
November 29, was delivered to some 40 administrators and sought to refine
and expand skills in mediating thinking. The Adaptive Schools workshop was
held on November 30, with over 65 teachers and administrators in
attendance.
Ms. McKanders will return the first week of February to deliver the final day
of each workshop.

Warner Bros., The Division of Instruction and Arts Education Branch, are Partnering Again
on Two Projects, Story Lab & First Cut
Story Lab is a storytelling curriculum developed by Young Storytellers, a non-profit with a mission to inspire young
people to tell their story. Story Lab provides middle school sixth-grade English Language Arts (ELA) teachers with
professional development and arts integration curriculum. Story Lab curriculum focuses on narrative storytelling,
creative expression, and exploration of student's voice through superhero stories and comic book creation. Story
Lab project concludes with student exhibitions of original biographical superhero stories and comic book covers,
presented to an audience of their peers at Warner Bros. in the spring!
First Cut is a filmmaking program featuring curriculum developed with Ghetto Film School (GFS), a non-profit with a
mission to educate, develop, and celebrate the next generation of great American storytellers. First Cut provides
selected high school teachers with professional development and curriculum in narrative storytelling, visual literacy,
cinema history, and film production. After completing the curriculum, students will then have the opportunity to
premiere their work to an audience of L.A. Unified stakeholders and Warner Bros.
executives at Warner Bros. Studios in the First Cut film showcases in April 2019!

