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Technology is Making an Impact on Literacy
Instruction at Academic English Mastery
Program High Schools!

L.A. Unified Students Showcase Computer
Science Skills to Japanese Delegation
On November 2, 2018, a delegation from
Japan visited Coldwater Canyon Elementary
School and San Pascual Elementary School to
explore how technology is leveraged for
instruction within our classroom environments.
Coldwater Canyon ES Principal Braley and
San Pascual ES Principal Cordoba hosted
sessions allowing
delegates to
experience students
actively engaged in
rigorous technologyrich, project-based
instructional activities
showcasing core
content standards with
STEAM concepts,
practices, and skills
such as computer
science, engineering,
San Pascual ES students
and the media arts.
doing their work on their

How does our identity influence the way we see ourselves and
others? This is the Essential Question that drove a rich literacy
experience at Jefferson High School. Mr. Rios, an ELA Teacher
used Chrome Books, Schoology, Culturally Responsive text, and
discussion to help his students read and analyze the memoir/
essay The Joy of Reading and Writing: Superman and Me by
Sherman Alexie. Alexie is a preeminent Native American poet,
novelist, performer and filmmaker. Mr. Rios wanted to make this
connection as we enter Native American Heritage Month. In
order to make connections with the author and to provide
students with an opportunity to use one of the highlighted
vocabulary words, the lesson began with students sharing times
they believe they have been underestimated. Before reading the
text which they accessed via Schoology, the students watched a
video of the author describing the experiences that influenced his
decision to become a writer. Mr. Rios used Culturally and
Linguistically
Responsive (CLR)
instructional
strategies to help his
students analyze the
text and its central
ideas. The students
were highly engaged
in the lesson which
included reading,
discussion, and
writing. Mr. Rios
was excited about
bringing CLR
strategies from
professional
development into the Mr. Rios’ class engaging in a read aloud using their
devices as part of his literacy instruction.
classroom.
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Los Angeles Arboretum and Descanso Gardens Host Conservatory of Fine Arts Students
Nearly 300 students from Gifted/Talented Programs Conservatory of Fine Arts converged upon the Los
Angeles Arboretum and Descanso Gardens on Saturday, November 10, 2018, to create “plein-air”
artwork in a natural setting. Some students utilized technology to create digital art based on their
observations. Advanced Learning Options has partnered with Descanso Gardens to provide the
Conservatory’s most advanced artists in grades 6-12 the opportunity to enter their art in a juried
exhibition, “Unusual Views,” to be on display this spring in the Garden’s Sturt Haaga Gallery.

Students
drawing “plein
air” style at the
L.A. Arboretum.

Digital art
created by one
of the high
school
students.

Linked Learning Highlighted as one of City
of Los Angeles Mayor’s Office Promise
Zone Organizations
On Monday, November 5, 2018, the Mayor's Office and
the L.A. Promise Zone invited over 70 Promise Zone
partner organizations to convene, learn from experts in
the field, and hear about the great work happening in
the City of Los Angeles. These bi-annual convenings
allow partners to discover new and innovative ways to
collaborate on the most pressing issues facing families in
the Promise Zone.
Esther Soliman, Linked Learning and CTE Administrator,
was invited to serve on a panel to discuss college and
career work happening in the Zone. Esther shared the
work happening in 72 Linked Learning pathways across
the district. According to Elder Sanabria, L.A. Promise
Zone Manager, “The Linked Learning program has
provided game changing pathways for high school
students into the many sectors that were formally closed
off to LAUSD students.”
The Promise Zone has seen improvements in K-12
thanks to a number of education initiatives, such as
Linked Learning, and are hoping to build on the college
and career readiness successes to continue connecting
youth to higher education and the workforce.

Accelerated College and Career Transition
Program (AC2T) Graduate Receives Scholarship
to Help Pursue Her Dream Career
Brianna Pena is a recipient of a $500 scholarship from
the Los Angeles County Hispanic Managers
Association! She earned her high school diploma at
Bell Accelerated College and Career Transition
Program (AC2T) with Ms. Cairy in the fall of 2017.
Brianna started
East Los Angeles
College (ELAC) in
the spring of 2018,
but due to
unforeseen
circumstances, she
decided to take a
break this semester
from ELAC. She is
currently taking the
Health Information Brianna Pena is on her way to
Technology
accomplishing her dream to become an
Program at
OB-GYN
Slawson Southeast
Occupational Center (SSOC) with Ms. Padilla. After
Brianna returns and completes her coursework at
ELAC, she would then like to transfer to UCLA to
pursue her dream of becoming an OB-GYN.

Albion Street ES Teachers Demonstrate Their
Understanding of Mastery Learning
Components

Esther Soliman, Administrator, Linked Learning, (second from left) sharing
L.A. Unified’s Linked Learning program and how it prepares students to be
college and career ready.

L.A. Unified High School Recognized as Grammy
Signature School
Marshall High School, under the direction of teacher
Dee Dee Paakkaari, was named a Grammy Signature
School 2018. GRAMMY Signature Schools is a program
that provides cash awards dedicated to music
education in public high
schools. This award is a
grant from the Chuck
Lorre Foundation (in
partnership with the
Grammy Museum) that
helps the schools
purchase some of the
instruments such as
mandolins, mandolas, and
mandocellos. Marshall HS
Ms. Paakkaari directing her students
has a mandolin orchestra,
during a performance using new
or “Mandorchestra,” which
instruments provided by the
Grammy Signature School Program. is unique in L.A. Unified
and in school music
programs, in general.

Local District East’s Mastery Learning and Grading
(MLG) Coach, Cristin Carroll provided Workshop 3 of
the MLG school-site PD series to Albion St. ES
teachers. During the training, teachers read and
annotated Thomas Guskey’s article on The Lessons
of Mastery Learning and collaboratively constructed
their own understanding of Benjamin Bloom’s
Mastery Learning instructional practices.
In a traditional classroom, students are given a fixed
deadline to master information or task. For
example, teachers say “The test is on Friday,”
“Essays are due on Monday,” this results to some
students earning A’s, C’s, or fails for the task on the
designated deadline. Mastery Learning flips this
paradigm. In a Mastery Learning classroom, the
focus is on student learning outcomes, for example,
“You will be able to solve linear functions,”. “You will
be able to write a grade-level essay.” In traditional
grading, student mastery is variable and the amount
of time students get is constant and finite. In
mastery learning approach, the outcome is defined,
but the amount of time and support given varies.

Albion Street ES’ teachers reviewing the MLG key components.

