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Celebrating Diversity All Year Round

LAUSD’s GEAR UP 4 LA Students
Succeeding in College
The GEAR UP 4 LA - Cal State Los Angeles
Partnership, which began in May 2017, has been an
outstanding success. The partnership provides
students with continued support after high school
graduation and into the student’s first year of
college. The program, housed in the Pathway
Programs Office and directed by Dr. Bianca Guzmán,
is charged with successfully transitioning freshmen
and transfer students to the Cal State LA campus.
Our motto is “We treat all our students with kinship
y corazon.”

In addition to being one of only a few schools that have
two dual language programs (Spanish and Korean),
Charles H. Kim Elementary celebrates their students’
diverse cultures on a monthly basis through a variety of
activities and a culminating event on the last Thursday
of each month. During the months of September and
October, both Latino and Korean heritages were
celebrated. Contributions made by each of these
communities were highlighted, including art/music/
dance in classrooms, bulletin boards/wall displays, and
a Heritage Day culmination. Additionally, parents play
an important role by providing students with valuable
learning experiences through class presentations on
their own cultural traditions.

Throughout the first year of the partnership,
GEAR UP 4 LA university freshmen (Class of 2017)
were given additional support by Pathway Programs
to help adjust to college life. Students learned what
it takes to be a successful college student who
graduates prepared for his/her future career.
Students received the following benefits:

 Peer to peer mentorship
 Direct connection to campus resources
 Workshops on varying topics, e.g., FAFSA, time







Students wear traditional attire during the Latino Heritage Assembly to
celebrate Latino Heritage Month.

management, career exploration, cultural
artifact, stress management, and study skills
Semester grade checks and academic advocacy
Federal Work Study (FWS)
Leadership training and job experience
Tutoring

Community outreach and engagement activities
Faculty advisors and mentorship

As a result of these activities, GEAR UP 4 LA - Cal
State Los Angeles Partnership has been successful in
retaining 81% of the 200 students that began as
freshmen at Cal State LA for the academic year
2017-2018. We look forward to expanding the
supports for 2018-2019 incoming freshmen as we
continue to learn more about their needs. We will
continue to assist our GEAR UP Scholars, now
Golden Eagles, soar to graduation, career success
and beyond!

Student panel presenting “A Day in the Life of a
College Student” (Spring 2018)

Students performing the Korean traditional Sogo Drum dance during the
Korean Heritage Celebration.

Students making Floral de Papel during one of their classes. Floral de Papel is a
Latino art of making paper flowers.

Practicing Mastery Learning and Grading (MLG) at International Studies Learning Center (ISLC)
Middle and high school teachers at ISLC meet monthly after school to work on improving Mastery Learning and Grading practices.
As would be true in a MLG classroom, learning is personalized to target individual teacher’s areas for growth.
Teachers are refining standards-based learning targets that will replace the traditional gradebook categories of “homework,”
“tests,” “quizzes” and make academic goals very clear to students and parents.

English Language Arts teachers are
designing rubrics for each learning
target to make clear to students what is
required to be proficient.

Some teachers are working towards
developing a proficient understanding
of the key components of MLG by
engaging in the initial professional
develop series.

L.A Unified Alumnus Sworn In as Los
Angeles County Superior Judge
On Friday, October 19, 2018, Roosevelt High School
hosted the swearing in ceremony for one of their
alumni, Judge Lucy Armendariz. Judge Amendariz
was sworn in by Honorable Kevin Brazille as a
Los Angeles County Superior Court Judge.
Judge Armendariz
graduated from
Roosevelt High
School in 1988 and
she wanted her
swearing in
ceremony at her
alma mater because
Roosevelt HS set the
foundation for where
Judge Armendariz (center) with her
she is now.
Roosevelt HS classmates from
Class of 1988.

The Biggest Show Featured L.A Unified
Storytellers
This school year, more than 2,000
students in L.A. Unified will be
taking part in Story Lab, a
program developed as a partnership between Young Storytellers,
L.A. Unified, and Warner Bros. To
highlight students’ work, Young
Storytellers put together The
Biggest Show that was attended
by representatives from the
Division of Instruction’s Arts Education Branch. The event featured
stories written by 5thgrade
students from Melrose, Richland
ES and Crescent Heights ES that
were performed live by actors
Students’ stories are proudly
from film and television,
displayed in the lobby during
including David Oyelowo, Cedric
the Entertainer, Olivia Munn, and The Biggest Show.
Will Forte, performed them live.

Science and Math teachers are
creating tiered assessments of learning
targets. These assessments will allow
students to see what proficiency and
mastery entails.

School Improvement Grant (SIG) and
Los Angeles Educational Partnerships
(LAEP) Offer Schools Trauma
Informed Training
The School Improvement Grant Office teamed up with the Los
Angeles Educational Partnership to provide school personnel
trauma informed training, and Resilience In School
Environments (RISE), in September and October. LAEP has
been one of the pioneers in trauma-informed practice
trainings. The training included trauma-informed practices
that create safe, resilient environments for students and
adults, opportunities to develop self-awareness, and respond
to individual and collective needs in an empathetic and
meaningful way.
Four of the five current SIG schools – Barton Hill Elementary,
Tom Bradley Global Awareness Magnet, Hawkins-C:\DAGS
High, and Washington Prep – will continue their work with
trauma-informed practices by working with LAEP coaches in
follow-up trainings.
“So many of the students in the District, including SIG
schools, are struggling with the impact of trauma in their
everyday lives, and this impacts student achievement. With
the RISE training, staff will be better prepared to help their
students cope with that trauma,” said Darlene Torres, SIG
Specialist with the Division of Instruction. “This training is in a
very real sense, just the beginning for each of these schools,”
said Torres. “We are happy that SIG funds made this
beginning possible, but we know giving staff the knowledge to
better serve their students, will be an ongoing process,”
added Ms. Torres.
Teachers from SIG
Schools gathered at
the Hawkins HS library
to receive RISE
training during
September and
October.

