INSTRUCTIONAL NEWS

OCTOBER 22, 2018

L.A. Unified Students Attend Mayor Garcetti’s 2nd
Annual State of Womens & Girls Address & Young
Women's Assembly

You are Smart, Beautiful and Powerful
The 6th annual Young Women’s Leadership
Conference was held Saturday, October 13, 2018
at Loyola Marymount University. This year’s
theme “When I Look in the Mirror What do I
See? I See a Smart, Beautiful and Powerful
Me!” Three hundred young women from twenty
high schools attended the event.
The young ladies were able to attend workshops
and listen to a panel of women who spoke about
what it means to be smart, beautiful and
powerful. Workshop topics included Financial
Independence, Being College and Career Ready,
Living a Healthy and Happy Lifestyle, and
Successfully Navigating Systems.

About 400 L.A. Unified female seniors attended the 2nd Annual
State of Womens & Girls Address & Young Women's Assembly
on Friday, October 12, 2018 at the downtown JW Marriot.
Students came from Ambassador School of Global Leadership,
Lincoln HS, Crenshaw HS, San Pedro HS, SouthEast HS,
Kennedy HS, Daniel Pearl HS, Valley Academy of Arts and
Sciences, West Hollywood Community Day School and
Sun Valley HS.
The assembly featured workshops from The Moth, a non-profit
organization founded in 1997 and based in New York City.
The Moth is dedicated to the art and craft of storytelling. The
goal for the day was to empower each girl to tell her story and
realize that her story matters. First Lady Amy Wakeland and
Mayor Eric Garcetti were at the event to welcome and inspire
the students to make a difference and to remind them that the
City of Los Angeles have opportunities and resources that are
available to help them achieve their dreams. Cecilia Chavez,
Telemundo’s President and General Manager, was the keynote
speaker for the event.

Over 70 volunteers from various organizations
and walks of life spent their day conducting
workshops, mentoring, and help ensure that the
day was a success for the young women. Board
President Monica Garcia greeted the young
women and L.A. Unified’s senior executive
directors Hilda Maldonado and Capri Maddox
participated as panelists.
Ten young women were selected and awarded
The PCG Focus Award, which recognized young
women who were extremely focused during the
workshop presentations, asked questions and
took notes. At the end of the day, participants
were given compact mirrors to remind them to
look in the mirror and remember how smart,
beautiful and powerful they are.

Students from Valley Academy of Arts and Sciences

Students from Lincoln High School
300 L.A. Unified’s young female
students attended the 6th Young
Women’s Leadership conference.

Participants attended workshops and listened
to a panel discussion on how to be smart,
beautiful and powerful.

Five hundred fifty female seniors filled the auditorium at downtown JW Marriot.

Rancho Dominguez Teachers Deep Dive on the Smarter Balanced Performance Task
On Saturday, October 6, 2018, and Tuesday, October 9, 2018, Dharma Hernandez, Secondary Literacy Coordinator, facilitated
learning and discussion on the Smarter Balanced Performance Tasks with the English and Social Science teachers at Rancho
Dominguez Preparatory School. This professional development [modeled on the Building Educator Assessment Literacy (BEAL)]
supported Rancho Dominguez’s Interim Assessment
Block (IAB) scoring model for the performance task:
English and Social Science teachers paired to jointly
score the student work for the IAB performance
tasks (grades 6 – 8 and 11). The PD included
teachers experiencing the performance task as
students; examining the role of claims and targets
in the development of the tasks; analyzing the
rubrics; scoring a performance task with the SBA
rubrics; discussing actual scores and rationale; and
Rancho Dominguez High School teachers reviewing the Smarter Balanced
finally, the implications for instruction.
Performance Tasks.

Last Year of Literacy Design Collaborative Kicked Off Successfully
The Literacy Design Collaborative (LDC) is finishing strong with its final year of the Investing in Innovation (i3) Grant
implementation. Even with the rainy weather, seventy-five teachers and administrators representing 38 LDC teams from across the
district attended the LDC Curriculum Alignment Workshop on Saturday, October 13, 2018, at the Beaudry building. The sessions
were facilitated by LDC's Dr. Barrie Olson, and Megan Jensen, the LDC i3 Grant Director, who flew in to Los Angeles to train the
LDC teams.
During the session, participants reviewed and aligned their existing and future
LDC Modules/Mini-Lessons to address problems of practice at their school
sites. These modules and mini lessons will help guarantee rigorous writing
tasks for their students.
In addition to trainings, schools also receive support from LDC coaches
through virtual means. But in the past few weeks, schools have been visited
by their “virtual” coaches in person to have the opportunity to discuss and
review their plans face to face. This personalized support provided to school
sites helps ensure their plans are implemented with fidelity and address their
individual needs.

Participants from 38 LDC teams districtwide attended the
LDC meeting on October 13, 2018.

The Division of Instruction is looking forward to an exciting final year of LDC
grant implementation. This grant will continue to improve and help teachers
develop rigorous lessons across multiple subject areas, strengthen students’
writing skills and deliver a quality instructional plan that engages all
students.

Learning Management Systems (LMS) in Action: New LMS/Gradebook Salary
Point Class
Teachers have begun participating in a new salary point class for the Learning Management System and online gradebook. More
than 134 elementary and secondary teachers have already completed the course with 183 currently registered. The course is
comprised of five, three-hour sessions, where they learn how to navigate the Schoology platform, set-up their gradebook, apply
the latest grading and marking practices, and use many of the core features of the LMS.
“Schoology is clearly a very current teaching mode that takes full advantage of virtual materials and media. I can see how it
streamlines interaction and eliminates many obsolete preparation and maintenance chores of the past,” noted Mr. Sampietro, 1st
Grade Teacher at Arminta Street Elementary School.
Instructors are specially trained classroom teachers who have mastered the LMS
and online gradebook in their own classrooms and enjoy sharing their knowledge
and know-how with their peers.
Lisa Blackwell, Teacher Librarian & LMS Champion at Polytechnic Senior High has
enjoyed teaching the class and exploring the platform with both new and veteran
teachers. “I've also appreciated learning about what teachers need and want in
Schoology, which makes me think about my own practice. Overall, teachers have
been very appreciative of the course–they have ah-ha's every week and are feeling
more confident.”
“This training was fantastic! The instructor was extremely knowledgeable, helpful,
and well prepared for all of the sessions,” Ms. Cook, 2nd Grade teacher at Roscoe
Elementary, shared.
To learn more about the LMS and upcoming salary point classes, please visit the
PLS website at http://achieve.lausd.net/plstraining.

Teachers explore the LMS together at the new salary
point class.

