WE ARE ONE: Supporting Arts Education

From the red carpet...

The L.A. Unified “We Are One!” Benefit Concert for Arts Education
took place last Thursday evening at the Music Center’s Dorothy
Chandler Pavilion. It was an unforgettable night of music as L.A.
Unified students performed alongside Grammy award winning
artists in front of an audience of 2,400 arts education supporters.
Over 240 students from 14 schools performed with headliners
including Judith Hill, Siedah Garrett, Lupita Infante, and legendary
father-daughter percussion duo, Sheila E and Pete Escovedo.
Proud L.A. Unified alumni Patricia and David Arquette hosted the
show along with Richard Lawson, Ally Walker, and Alyson Reed.
The We Are One! Benefit Concert for Arts Education was the first
of its kind as it showcased the artistic talents of L.A. Unified
students while raising awareness about the importance of arts
education. Funds from the concert will be used to enhance arts
education for all L.A. Unified students.
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LMS in Action: Mount Gleason Middle School
and STEAM & Gifted/High Ability Magnet
Teachers Use the LMS To Empower Young
Learners and Engage Parents
Teachers at Mount Gleason Middle School have embraced the
new Learning Management System (LMS) and integrated the
application into many of their instructional routines. With a
93% grade “Passback” rate for the 20-week final reporting
period and more than 37,700 assignments entered into the
system thus far, Mount Gleason MS is fully engaged in the
implementation of the new platform.
“All teachers are now using Schoology as their primary
gradebook and have been using groups to communicate and
share professional development resources throughout the
2017-18 school year,” says Marina Hatfield, Title I
Coordinator and College & Career-Readiness Coach.
Teachers have begun to use the quiz/test feature and some
are exploring the integrated Google Drive Assignments app in
their classrooms. "I enjoy being able to see what
assignments are due and PDF files of books from science,"
says Dayanara P., 7th grade student in Ms. Andrea
Graham-Dickinson’s English course. Student, Dylante H.
adds, "I get to chat with teachers about missing
assignments."
At a parent workshop Ms. Hatfield recently facilitated,
parents learned how to navigate into Schoology from their
Parent Portal account to review their child's assignments and
grades. Parents were also invited to join the "Mt. Gleason
College and Career-Readiness" group in Schoology. Parent
Ani M. says, “I love the Parent Portal and Schoology. It is
great that LAUSD has developed this amazing online tool,
which is available 24/7. It securely connects us to our kids’
school, and we can keep track of grades and attendance, and
more importantly, you can connect with the classroom
teacher and much more through Schoology.”
To learn more about the LMS, please visit the PLS website at
http://achieve.lausd.net/pls.
Mt. Gleason
Middle School staff
are all hands on
with the Learning
Management
System.

Sylmar Biotech Health Academy Acquires State-of-the-Art Medical Simulation Equipment
This past Monday, Sylmar Biotech Health Academy received two long-anticipated additions to their medical pathway: two 3D, touchinteractive devices from Anatomage – devices that allow students to explore virtual versions of human and animal cadavers. This state-ofthe-art technology, which is used by medical schools around the world, provides students with opportunities to explore human and animal
anatomy, physiology, pathology, and more, without the many drawbacks to real cadavers. The table version, a large screen oriented like
an operating table, allows students and teachers to gather around the 3D image, rotate the image, make simulated (and reversible) cuts,
explore the various bodily systems, and perform simulated medical procedures. The
“Alpha” (a more mobile, standing-screen version) can be used for lectures and
simulated dissections, displaying multiple types of medical images. Both devices also
have a “quiz mode,” allowing teachers to label individual areas for testing students.
This equipment is a resource often used in colleges and universities, and our high
school students now have early access to the most advanced imaging technology
available. Sylmar Biotech Health Academy is a newly certified Linked Learning site,
offering students Career Technical Education (CTE) courses in both the Engineering and
the Health Science industries along with rigorous academic
classes, work-based learning, and structured student support
systems. These new devices were acquired as part of the CTE
Incentive Grant, which is helping to develop and expand
CTE programs across the State. The grant has helped LAUSD
CTE pathways aligned with high-growth, high-wage industries
to build/remodel facilities, to purchase professional
equipment, and to hire CTE teachers. LAUSD CTE and Linked
Learning are providing students with the skills, education, and
experiences necessary for success in both college
and
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career.
learning about the function of the new
Anatomage tool.

