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Grammar Mini‐Lessons

What are Grammar Mini-Lessons?
•
•
•
•

10-15 minute mini-lesson that help students apply proofreading and revision skills to writing
The Smarter Balance Rubric, ELA CCSS Standards, AAL and MxAL Language Features, and
Students’ Writing samples dictate the topics covered in these lessons
Sentence Lifting
Proofreading

– Students correct spelling, punctuation, and
capitalization errors.
•

Code-Switching / Revising

– Students understand that use of non-Standard
Language is not wrong, but needs to be used in
situationally appropriate contexts.
– Students learn to code-switch during Revision stage of
the Writing Process.
– Learn to acquire standard English grammar rules in
validating and affirming ways. (Contrastive Analysis)

Responsive Academic Language Development
Grammar Mini-Lessons

These language screeners can be found on AEMP’s website and outline the language rules
that SELs may exhibit in oral or wri@en form.

Mini‐Grammar Lessons
 Mini-Grammar Lessons are 10-15 minute mini-lessons that help students apply revision and proofreading
skills to writing.
 The Smarter Balance Rubric, ELA CCSS Standards, AAL Language Features, MxAL Language Features,

and Students’ Writing samples dictate the topics covered in these lessons
Revision Mini Lessons

Proofreading Mini Lessons

ContrasCve Analysis Lessons
•Lessons that help students compare and contrast the use of a selected
language rule (use of third person singular verb for example) in standard
English and AAL (AAVE) or MxAL
•Students learn how a language rule is used in both standard English
and AAL (AAVE) or MxAL
•
This knowledge allows students to determine if a piece of
wriCng is a sample of standard or non‐standard language
•
Students learn strategies to disCnguish between HL and SE
•
Students learn how to code‐switch HL into standard English

• Lessons in which students use proofreading marks to
correct spelling, capitalizaCon, and/or punctuaCon
errors.
• Students correctly rewrite sentences that contain
mistakes and proofreading marks.
• Students add correct punctuaCon marks to sentences

•Sentence LiKing Lessons can be used for these lessons
•
Sentences collected from students’ authenCc wriCng
samples can be used.
•
Students discuss strategies used to code‐switch the
sentences.
•Enrichment Revision Lessons
•
Students revise simple sentences to turn them into
compound or complex sentences.
•
Students revise wriCng samples to add appropriate Ctles,
topic sentences, facts, quotes, or closing statements.
•
Students revise wriCng samples to delete inappropriate
Ctles, sentences, facts, quotes, or closing statements.

Lesson Topic
Common Core
Objective(s)
Big Idea
MELD Objective(s)

Assess Strategy
(ies)/ Protocols
Materials/Resources

Instructional
Strategies

Subject-Verb and Pronoun-Antecedent (is/are) Agreement
CCSS ELA.L.3.f *Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.
Using subject-verb and antecedent agreement during revision
• Students understand that use of non-Standard Language is not wrong, but
needs to be used in situational appropriate contexts.
• Students learn to code-switch during Revision stage of the Writing
Process.
Think-Pair-share
Sentence lifting
1. Shared text (text created with the class) or a small paragraph that needs
revision
2. A small paragraph used to revise (attached)
3. Highlighters or students can use a crayon or any other writing tool
Lesson Sequence
Whole Group:
• Bring students to a meeting area (rug, desks, etc…)
• Teacher models how to revise using a shared writing text (text
created with the class)
• Teacher models thinking out loud, so students will understand your
process of think.
• Teacher teaches strategies, so students are able to independently
revise their own writing

1. Teaching point: “Today writers we will learn how to revise our
writing by rereading and looking for subject verb agreement when
using the present tense verbs is and are, because writers revise their
writing to make it clear for the reader.”
2. Today I will teach you how to proof read your writing for subject-verb
agreement.
3. Watch me as I reread and think about my writing (reread paragraph and
model your thinking)
• First I will reread one paragraph at a time.
• Next I will look for where I used is and are in my sentences
• Then I will ask myself does my subject and my verb agree
• I noticed this subject and verb are not in agreement, so I am
thinking is my subject singular or plural.
• If I am not sure let me check our subject-verb agreement chart
Small Group:
• Teacher proves students with a paragraph from their class shared
writing piece.
• While writing shared text try to make errors you know your students
will make.
• During revision and editing stages teacher will be able to show
students how to correct errors
4. Now it’s your turn to revise a paragraph with your partner. You will

have a highlighter to identify the sentences that should be revised, discuss
with your partner how to revise the sentence, and re-write sentence.
Remember to…
• Reread paragraph
• Look for is/are
• Check your chart
• Revise your sentence

Formative
Assessment

5. Writers, today and every day we revise our writing to make it clear for the
reader.
Independent: Students work on revising for subject-verb agreement in their own
writing
1. Teacher monitors students revision drafts during writing conferences with
students
2. Participation during group work
3. Oral participation

Differentiation

Lesson Topic
Common Core
Objective(s)

Subject-Verb and Pronoun-Antecedent (is/are or was/were) Agreement
CCSS ELA.L.3.f *Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.
CCSS ELA.L.3.g Form and use the simple (I walk, I walked, I will walk) verb
tense
CCSS ELA.L.4.c Form and use the progressive (e.g. I was walking, I am walking,
I will be walking) verb tense
CCSS ELA L.5. b For and use the perfect (e.g I had walked, I have walked, I will
have walked) verb tense

Big Idea

How does subject-verb agreement affect sentence structure in listing,
speaking and writing? Using subject-verb and antecedent agreement in daily

MELD Objective(s)

Assess Strategy
(ies)/ Protocols

language
• Students understand that use of non-Standard Language is not wrong, but
needs to be used in situational appropriate contexts.
• Students learn to code-switch during Revision stage of the Writing
Process.

Instructional Conversations
Graphic Organizers

Materials/Resources
Instructional
Strategies

1. Tape
2. Pre-made sentences
3. T-chart with singular/plural sections
Lesson Sequence
Whole Group:
• Bring students to a meeting area (rug, desks, etc…)

1. Teaching point: “Today writers we will learn how to revise our

writing by rereading and looking for subject verb agreement when
using the present tense verbs is and are( or past tense verb
was/were), because writers revise their writing to make it clear for
the reader.”
2. Today I will teach you situational appropriateness when using subject
verb agreement (was/were or is/are)
3. Watch me as I create a t-chart comparing singular and plural verbs.

*Quick reminder of the meaning of singular and plural
•
•

Have pre-made sentences that follow the rules of singular/plural
present/past tense
Explain your thinking out loud, your reasons for sorting sentences
under singular or plural

Small Group:
• Teacher proves students with sentences in singular/ plural, first/third
person
• Students will decide where to place sentences on t-chart.
• Teacher listens to students’ reasons and has a few students share
4. Now it’s your turn to decide where your sentences can be place on tchart with your partners. Once you have decided you may place sentence
on chart.
Remember to…
• Reread paragraph
• Look for is/are or was/were
• Check your chart for singular or plural

Formative
Assessment

5. Writers, today and every day we use subject-verb agreement while
speaking and writing
Independent: Students work on subject-verb agreement activity
1. Participation during group work
2. Oral participation
3. Teacher reviews subject-verb agreement activity

Differentiation
Lesson Topic
Common Core
Objective(s)

Adding Transitions during revision
CCSS ELA.W.3.2. c Using linking words and phrases (e.g. also, another, and,
more, but) to connect ideas within categories
CCSS ELA.W.4.2. c Link ideas within categories of information using words and
phrases (eg. Another, for example, also, because)
CCSS ELA.W.5.2.c Link ideas within and across categories of information using
words, phrases and clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially)

Big Idea
MELD Objective(s)

What are transition and how to use them to make our writing link together
•

Students will use situational appropriate transitional words to revise their
writing.

Assess Strategy
(ies)/ Protocols

Instructional Conversations
Graphic Organizers (transitional word list)
Think-Pair-Share

Materials/Resources

Instructional
Strategies

1. Students have their own writers notebook
2. Transitional word chart
3. Shared text
4. Instructional text
Lesson Sequence
Whole Group:
• Bring students to a meeting area (rug, desks, etc…)
• Have a transitional chart for students to use
1. Teaching point: “Today we will learn how revise our writing by

adding transitions by thinking and choosing the best transition to fit
our paragraphs, because writers use transitions to help the reader
read smoothly.”
2. Today I will teach you how to use transitions to make your writing link
together.
•

Transitional words make are used at the beginning of your
paragraph to bring attention to the next idea.

3. Watch me as I reread my writing. Teacher thinking out loud: I noticed
that I need a transitional to make my writing flow. I noticed without the
transitional word my paragraphs have new ideas on the same topic but
they do not connect.
• I choose the best informational transition word for my paragraph
• I insert the transitional word at the beginning of my paragraph
• I reread to make sure that’s the best word to connect my
paragraphs.
Small Group:
• Use classroom shared writing text to insert transitional words during
revision
• Teacher listens to student discussion
4. Now it’s your turn to add transitions into our classroom writing about
_______. Turn and talk with your partner about which transitions will be
the best to use in our writing and where should they be placed.
Remember to…
• Choose a transitional word for each paragraph
• Talk about where to insert the transitional word and why
• Reread to make sure it fits the paragraph
5. Writers, today and every day we use transitional words to add impact to

Formative
Assessment
Differentiation

our writing.
6. Independent: Students add transitional words to writing. Share new
paragraphs with writing partner
1. Teacher conference with students during writing

Lesson Topic
Common Core
Objective(s)

Creating simple, compound and complex sentences during revision
CCSS ELA. L.3.1.k Produce simple, compound, and complex sentences.
CCSS ELA L.4.1.g Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting
inappropriate fragments and run-ons*

Big Idea
MELD Objective(s)

Creating compound and complex sentences

Assess Strategy
(ies)/ Protocols
Materials/Resources

Instructional
Strategies

Students revise simple sentences to turn them into compound or complex
sentences.
Think-Pair-Share
Whip Around
1. Students have their own writers notebook
2. Shared text
3. Instructional text
4. Sentence strips
Lesson Sequence
Whole Group:
• Bring students to a meeting area (rug, desks, etc…)
• Students to bring writers notebook/draft to meeting area
1. Teaching point: Today we will revise our sentences by writing
compound and complex sentences because writers to help the reader
visualize by adding more details.
2. Today I will teach you how to extend your sentences to add more detail
to your writing.
3. Watch me as I…
1. Reread my writing. Choose one sentence to practice extending
2. Ask myself who, when, why, what, how, where? To add more detail
to my sentences
3. I would have a few sentences on sentence strips to show how to add
to the sentence to give more detail
4. I do not need to do this for every sentence but I would like to add
more details about ___________ in this part of my essay.
Teacher discretion: You might want to only focus on extending
sentences that only focus on one strategy (who, what, when, where, why)
and extend this lesson over a few days.

Small Group:
5. Now it’s your turn extend the sentences on the sentence strips
(teacher provides sentences for students to use to produce compound
or complex sentences)
Remember to…
1. Reread the sentence
2. Think about what information might be missing
3. Add new details to the sentence
Allow students time to work together. Students can do a whip around to
share their new sentence. Teacher walks around and listens to each group of
students.

Formative
Assessment
Differentiation

Closing:
Writers, today and every day we use compound and complex sentences to explain
our thinking.
Independent: Students work with partner to extend sentences in their draft
1. Teacher conference with students during writing

Lesson Topic
Common Core
Objective(s)

Using new vocabulary
CCSS ELA. L.3.4.d Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both print and
digital, to determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases in
all content areas.
CCSS ELA L.4.4.c Consult reference materials (e.g. dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses) both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or
clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases and to identify alternate
word choices in all content areas
CCSS ELA L.5.4.c Consult reference materials (e.g. dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses) both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or
clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases and to identify alternate
word choices in all content areas

Big Idea

Using student personal thesauruses to remove old words and insert new
words.
*This lesson could be used multiple times just focusing on one specific
vocabulary skill (nouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, etc…)

MELD Objective(s)
Assess Strategy
(ies)/ Protocols
Materials/Resources

Students revise writing using personal thesauruses
Think-Pair-Share
Whip Around
1. Students have their own writers notebook
2. Shared text
3. Instructional text
4. Personal thesauruses/thesauruses
5. Word walls
Lesson Sequence

Instructional

Strategies
Whole Group:
• Bring students to a meeting area (rug, desks, etc…)
• Students to bring personal thesauruses to meeting area
• This lesson can be used to teach adjective, nouns, etc…
1. Teaching point: Today we will revise our drafts by using synonyms for
vivid verbs (adjectives, precise nouns, etc…) because writers use vivid
verbs to engage the reader.
2. Today I will teach you how to remove old and boring verbs to make our
writing more exciting.
3. Watch me as I…
1. Reread my writing.
2. Look for words that are commonly used (walk, talk, run, etc…)
3. I am going to circle those words so I can remember which words I
want to change.
4. Last I am going to use my personal thesaurus/thesaurus find the

new word I want to use and insert it into my writing
*lessons on how to use a thesaurus/personal thesaurus should be
completed before this lesson. Students should be comfortable
using thesaurus/ personal thesaurus
Small Group:
5. Now it’s your turn
You and your partner will reread one of your paragraphs and
find common words (walk, talk, run, etc…) that you would like to
replace. Using your thesaurus to replace the old word with a new
word.
Remember to…
1. Reread your paragraph
2. Think about which word you would like to replace
3. Circle the word
4. Use your thesaurus to find a new word
Allow students time to work together. Students can do a whip around to
share their new word and the old one that you replaced. Teacher walks around and
listens to each group of students.

Formative
Assessment
Differentiation

Closing:
Writers, today and every day we use synonyms to make our writing more exciting
for our reader.
Independent: Students revise their writing using synomyms
1. Teacher conference with students during writing

Lesson Topic
Common Core
Objective(s)

Editing-Spelling (10-15 mins)

CCSS ELA. L.3.2.e.Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and
other studied words and for adding suffixes to base words (e.g., sitting,
smiled, cries, happiness).
d. CCSS ELA. L. 4.2.d. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting
references as needed.
e. CCSS ELA.L.5.2.e Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting
references as needed.

Big Idea
MELD Objective(s)
Assess Strategy
(ies)/ Protocols
Materials/Resources

Instructional
Strategies

Students edit for spelling of grade appropriate
Students use proofreading marks to correct spelling, capitalization, and/or
punctuation
Think-Pair-share
1. Shared text (text created with the class) or a small paragraph that needs
editing for spelling
2. A word book/word wall
3. Highlighters or students can use a crayon or any other writing tool
4. Proofreading Marks Chart
Lesson Sequence
Whole Group:
• Bring students to a meeting area (rug, desks, etc…)
• Teacher models how to edit spelling using a shared writing text (text
created with the class)
• Teacher teaches strategies, so students are able to independently edit
their own writing

1. Teaching point: “Today writers we will learn how to edit our writing
for spelling errors by rereading and using proofreaders marks,
because writers edit their writing to make it clear for the reader.”
2. Today I will teach you how to proof read your writing for spelling error.
3. Watch me as I reread and think about my writing (reread paragraph and
model your thinking)
• First I will reread one paragraph at a time.
• Next I will look for spelling errors in my writing, if I’m not sure
if my spelling is correct I can use the word wall, word book or my
writing partner
Small Group:
• Teacher proves students with sentence strips with spelling errors.
Have students practice using the proofreading marks
• During revision and editing stages teacher will be able to show
students how to correct errors
4. Now it’s your turn to edit a sentence with your partner. You will have a
highlighter to identify the spelling errors, discuss with your partner how
to edit the sentence, and re-write sentence.

Remember to…
• Reread paragraph
• Look for spelling errors
• Check your chart
• Edit your sentence
5. Writers, today and every day we revise our writing to make it clear for the
reader.
Independent: Students work on editing spelling in their own writing
1. Teacher monitors students editing drafts during writing conferences with
students
2. Participation during group work
3. Oral participation

Formative
Assessment
Differentiation
Lesson Topic
Common Core
Objective(s)

Editing-Punctuation (10-15 mins)
c. CCSS ELA.L.4.2.c Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue.
CCSS ELA.L.4.2.bUse commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and
quotations from a text.
c. CCSS ELA.L.4.2.cUse a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound
sentence.

CCSS ELA.L.5.2.dUse underlining, quotation marks, or italics to indicate titles
of works.
Big Idea
MELD Objective(s)
Assess Strategy
(ies)/ Protocols
Materials/Resources

Instructional
Strategies

Students edit for punctuation
Students use proofreading marks to correct spelling, capitalization, and/or
punctuation
Think-Pair-share
1. Shared text (text created with the class) or a small paragraph that needs
editing for spelling
2. Highlighters or students can use a crayon or any other writing tool
3. Proofreading Marks Chart
Lesson Sequence
How to use various punctuations should be taught in earlier lessons. This lesson is
taught just to show students how to edit.
Whole Group:
• Bring students to a meeting area (rug, desks, etc…)
• Teacher models how to edit spelling using a shared writing text (text
created with the class)
• Teacher teaches strategies, so students are able to independently edit
their own writing
1. Teaching point: “Today writers we will learn how to edit our writing

for punctuation (you decide which punctuation to focus on) errors
by rereading and using proofreaders marks, because writers edit

their writing to make it clear for the reader.”
2. Today I will teach you how to proof read your writing for punctuation
error.
3. Watch me as I reread and think about my writing (reread paragraph and
model your thinking)
• First I will reread one paragraph at a time.
• Next I will look for punctuation errors in my writing, if I’m not
sure if my punctuation is correct I can use punctuation charts or
my writing partner
Small Group:
• Teacher proves students with sentence strips with punctuation errors.
Have students practice using the proofreading marks
• During revision and editing stages teacher will be able to show
students how to correct errors
1. Now it’s your turn to edit a sentence with your partner. You will have a
highlighter to identify the punctuation errors, discuss with your partner
how to edit the sentence, and re-write sentence.
Remember to…
• Reread paragraph
• Look for punctuation errors
• Check your chart
• Edit your sentence
2. Writers, we edit our writing to make it clear for the reader.
Independent: Students work on editing punctuation in their own writing
1. Teacher monitors students editing drafts during writing conferences with
students
2. Participation during group work
3. Oral participation

Formative
Assessment
Differentiation
Lesson Topic
Common Core
Objective(s)

Editing-Capitalization (10-15 mins)
CCCSS ELA.L.3.2.a Capitalization of words in titles, names, and beginnings of
sentences.
CCSS ELA.L.4.2.a Use correct capitalization.
c.

Big Idea
MELD Objective(s)
Assess Strategy
(ies)/ Protocols

Students edit for Capitalization
Students use proofreading marks to correct spelling, capitalization, and/or
punctuation
Think-Pair-share
Pick-A-Stick
Whip around

Materials/Resources

Instructional
Strategies

1. Shared text (text created with the class) or a small paragraph that needs
editing for spelling
2. Highlighters or students can use a crayon or any other writing tool
3. Proofreading Marks Chart
4. Sentence strips
Lesson Sequence
How to use capitalization should be taught in earlier lessons. This lesson is taught
just to show students how to edit. It is used as a reminder of capitalization rules.
Whole Group:
• Bring students to a meeting area (rug, desks, etc…)
• Teacher models how to edit capitalization using a shared writing text
(text created with the class)
• Teacher teaches strategies, so students are able to independently edit
their own writing
1. Teaching point: “Today writers we will learn how to edit our writing

for capitalization errors by rereading and using proofreaders’
marks, because writers edit their writing to make it clear for the
reader.”
2. Today I will teach you how to proof read your writing for punctuation
error.
3. Watch me as I reread and think about my writing (reread
paragraph/sentnece and model your thinking)
• First I will reread one paragraph at a time.
• Next I will look for capitalization errors in my writing, if I’m not
sure if my capitalization is correct I can use capitalization chart or
my writing partner
Small Group:
• Teacher proves students with sentence strips with capitalization
errors. Have students practice using the proofreading marks
• During revision and editing stages teacher will be able to show
students how to correct errors
1. Now it’s your turn to edit a sentence with your partner. You will have a
highlighter to identify the capitalization errors, discuss with your partner
how to edit the sentence, and re-write sentence.
Remember to…
• Reread paragraph
• Look for capitalization errors
• Check your chart
• Edit your sentence
2. Writers, we edit our writing to make it clear for the reader.
Formative

Independent: Students work on editing punctuation in their own writing
1. Teacher monitors students editing drafts during writing conferences with

Assessment
Differentiation

students
2. Participation during group work
3. Oral participation

