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Public Health Emergencies 

A public health emergency involves a large-scale emergency need for medical health care services, often 
for an influenza outbreak or other infectious disease that affects a school community. During a 
suspected public health emergency, the principal or designee will consult with District Nursing 
Services at 213-202-7575.  

During public health emergencies, schools will be faced with parents, teachers and staff who are 
concerned about the health and safety of students. Experience has shown that public health 
emergencies can create a great deal of anxiety and misinformation. 

 

Healthy Habits to Reduce Public Health Emergency Impact 

Schools can reduce the impact and spread of a public health emergency by reinforcing basic healthy 
habits. These habits include: 

Wash hands often. Require that students wash their hands with soap and water after visiting the 
restroom and before and after eating. If soap and water are not available, schools can purchase non-
alcohol waterless hand cleaner from the District Warehouse. Schools may not use alcohol-based hand 
cleaner. Schools must stock adequate hand-washing supplies for all restrooms. 

Cover nose and mouth when coughing or sneezing. Germs are spread when people cough and sneeze. 
Require that students cough or sneeze into a tissue or, lacking that, into a sleeve or elbow. Classrooms 
should be stocked with tissue to facilitate this activity. When possible, schools can practice social 
distancing to reduce the spread of airborne germs. Keeping students at least three feet apart greatly 
reduces the spread of germs from an uncovered cough or sneeze. 

Exclude students and staff that are symptomatic. In the event of any public health outbreak, limit 
contact with people who are symptomatic. This means that students and staff who come to school with 
obvious symptoms such as an elevated temperature, cough, runny nose or other symptoms, should be 
separated from the general population and sent home until they recover. Students who develop these 
symptoms at school should be isolated to contain germs, and then sent home with a parent or guardian. 

Activate the School’s Continuity-of-Service Plan In the event of a wide-scale or pandemic illness, critical 
school employees could be absent for days, weeks, or months. Such a reduction in available staff will 
challenge the continuity of school operations and services because there will not be enough substitutes 
for absent employees. Site administrators must consider how to carry on school operations without, for 
example, their Payroll Clerk, Plant Manager, Cafeteria Manager, Coordinator, or Assistant Principal. 
Every school should have a plan to make sure that important tasks normally performed by critical 
employees can still be done when those employees are absent. School sites are asked to cross-train on 
basic operations at least two people to fill in for missing co-workers. 
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Develop Alternate Lessons During major health emergencies, students may be absent for weeks. 
Schools should have lesson plans for students who will be home for extended periods of time, as well as 
multiple means of communicating lesson content to students and parents. Methods may include the 
following: 

• Allowing students to take home school books and class materials. 
• Posting lesson on school websites with materials. 
• Using Blackboard Connect messages to homes. 
• Use of KLCS Channel 58 programming. Use of other approved internet education websites. 
• Mailing home printed materials. 
• Having printed materials available for families to pick up at school. 

 

http://achieve.lausd.net/bbc

