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INITIAL STUDY 

ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM 

1. Project Title: Hale Charter Academy for Visual and Performing Arts (VAPA) 

2. Lead Agency Name and Address:  

Los Angeles Unified School District 
 333 South Beaudry Avenue  
 Los Angeles, California 90017 

3. Contact Person and Phone Number:  

Edward Paek, AICP 
CEQA Project Manager/Contract Professional 
LAUSD Office of Environmental Health and Safety 
(213) 241-4676 

4. Project Location: 

23834 Highlander Road 
 Los Angeles, CA 91307 

5. Project Sponsor's Name and Address:  

Los Angeles Unified School District 
 333 South Beaudry Avenue  
 Los Angeles, California 90017 

6. General Plan Designation:  

Canoga Park – Winnetka – Woodland Hills – West Hills Plan Area 

7. Zoning:  

 Public Facilities (PF)  

8. Project Description: 

Proposed Project 

The proposed project consists of a new 532 seat campus for the Hale Charter Academy for 
Visual and Performing Arts (VAPA) high school program (grades 9 through 12). The project is 
expected to generally consist of approximately 73,241 square feet of programmed space in four 
primary buildings surrounding a courtyard/lunch area. The project site is located on 23834 
Highlander Road in the City of Los Angeles, California. Outdoor play courts and play fields, as 
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well as faculty parking are also proposed. In addition to classrooms and administration spaces, 
the project would include a great room/multi-purpose space to support performances and pre-
production related curriculum. Figure 1, Proposed Project Site Plan, shows the footprint and 
layout of the proposed project. A detailed description of the proposed project’s components and 
design is provided below. 

The proposed Hale Charter Academy would be constructed on a 7.3 acre site that is currently 
vacant, but formerly consisted of the Highlander Road Elementary School (ES) campus. 
Highlander ES opened in 1964 but was closed in the summer of 1982 due to declining 
enrollment and shifting demographics. In February 2016, Highlander ES was identified by the 
District as a potential site for future development and the existing school facilities were 
demolished in summer/fall 2016. 

The proposed project would be an expansion of the existing Hale Charter Academy middle 
school program which is located approximately 1.5 miles to the south at 23830 Califa St, 
Woodland Hills. Hale Charter Academy currently has a waiting list of more than 300 students; 
the proposed project would allow the school to expand their enrollment to include a high school 
program. By providing a high interest and specialized curriculum with a pathway into high 
school, the District can increase student retention rates in the Local District Northwest. 

Current plans are to operate the school on a traditional single-track, two-semester, 180-day 
calendar. School instructional hours would be from approximately 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., with 
staff and students of the proposed school arriving on campus between approximately 7:00 a.m. 
and 8:00 a.m. and leaving between approximately 3:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
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Project Location and Surrounding Uses 

The project site is located at 23834 Highlander Road in the Canoga Park-Winnetka-Woodland 
Hills-West Hills Plan Area of the City of Los Angeles. The project site is bounded by Highlander 
Road on the north, Deveron Ridge on the west, Pertshire Circle on the east, and Bell Creek on 
the south (Figure 2, Regional Location). Regional access to the project site is provided by US 
101 to the south and Interstate 118 (I-118) to the north. Local access is provided via Platt Avenue 
to the east and Valley Circle Boulevard to the west. 

The land uses surrounding the project site are primarily single-family residential uses, with the 
exception of the Mae Boyar Recreation Center directly to the west of the site, across Deveron 
Ridge Road, and Bell Creek, a channelized tributary to the Los Angeles River (Figure 3, Project 
Vicinity) directly to the south of the site. The West Hills Recreation Center is located 
approximately 0.6 miles to the west and Bell Canyon Park, a large open space regional park 
offering hiking, mountain biking, rock climbing, and equestrian riding, is approximately 0.8 
miles to the west. A small pocket of neighborhood commercial uses are located 0.1 miles to the 
south, along Platt Avenue, with a larger pocket of commercial uses, the Platt Village Shopping 
Center, approximately 0.4 miles to the south. Additional public facilities uses to the south 
include Haynes Charter for Enriched Studies and a church. 

Project Background 

Highlander ES opened in 1964 and operated as an elementary school until the summer of 1982, 
when it ceased operating due to declining enrollment and shifting demographics. It was one of 
22 schools closed across the District between 1982 and 1984. Following closure, the Highlander 
ES campus was intermittently leased out to various users, including other schools, churches, 
and film crews. However, as the schools were not being regularly utilized, the facilities fell into 
various states of disrepair and became uninhabitable for school use, leading to its complete 
closure in 2004. Following closure, LAUSD’s Facilities Services Division (FSD) secured the site 
with perimeter fencing and conducted minimal maintenance activities, including weed 
abatement, trash removal and graffiti removal. 

In February 2016, Highlander ES was identified by the District as a potential site for future 
development. During the site due diligence process, the District’s Supervising Structural 
Engineer assessed the structures on the campus and determined that they were in severely 
deteriorated states and poor condition. Although the structures were vacated, they became an 
attractive nuisance. The occasional presence of maintenance staff and illegal presence of 
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trespassers and transients on the site resulted in a reasonably foreseeable danger, because they 
were at significant risk in the event of a structural failure. It was therefore concluded that the 
campus was not safe for occupancy and recommended for demolition. A Notice of Exemption 
was filed in May 2016 per CEQA Guidelines Section 15269 and structures on the campus were 
demolished in the summer/fall of 2016.1 

Hale Charter Academy for Visual and Performing Arts  

The proposed Hale Charter Academy VAPA would respond to the expressed needs of the 
Northwest Woodland Hills community by providing a grade 6 through 14 comprehensive arts 
program in partnership with surrounding post-secondary institutions such as: California State 
University, Northridge; California Institute of the Arts; California Lutheran University, 
University of California, Los Angeles; and Pierce College for the advanced study of the visual 
and performing arts. The District has based the need for the project on the high number of 
residents in the area based in the entertainment industry. Additionally students have indicated 
a high interest in both performing and visual art fields.2  

The proposed project would be an expansion of the existing Hale Charter Academy middle 
school program, which is located approximately 1.5 miles to the south. This action is consistent 
with the Board of Education’s Resolution to grow school enrollment, and aligns with the 
District’s desire to improve arts education opportunities for all students. This new program, 
focused on the arts, is expected to expand enrollment by as many as 532 students. By providing 
a high interest and specialized curriculum with a pathway into high school, the District can 
increase student retention rates in the Local District Northwest.  

  

                                                      
1  LAUSD OEHS, “Demolition of Highlander Elementary School and Oso Elementary School School Notice of 

Exemption,” filed May 31, 2016. http://achieve.lausd.net/ceqa 
2  LAUSD, Board of Education Report, #Rep-276-15/16  
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School Buildings and Facilities 

The proposed project consists of new 532 seat campus for the Hale Charter Academy VAPA 
high school program (grades 9 through 12). The proposed project is generally expected to 
consist of approximately 73,241 square feet of programmed space in four primary buildings 
surrounding a courtyard/lunch area. Buildings would be one to two stories in height 
(approximately 30 feet to the top of the highest roof and approximately 35 feet to the top of the 
mechanical screens on the two-story classroom buildings). (Figure 1, Proposed Project Site 
Plan) The proposed project includes, but is not limited to: 

• Construction of approximately 28,634 square feet of instructional space, including 
performance arts, in 19 classrooms with approximately 3,097 square feet of “support 
space” including restrooms, storage and supply areas.  

• Construction of a library, multipurpose room, physical education space, and food 
service areas. 

• An approximately 4,564 square foot administration area. 

• Approximately 2,447 square feet of maintenance and operations areas.   

• Furnishings and equipment with grade appropriate desks, chairs, and equipment. 

The proposed project design would conform to the requirements of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), Division of the State Architect (DSA), CEQA, and any other required 
improvements or mitigations to ensure compliance with District, local, state, and/or federal 
facilities requirements. No existing buildings would be demolished as a result of the proposed 
project, as the site is currently vacant. The project includes a landscape plan to replace existing 
trees. New trees will be replaced at an appropriate size and selected from LAUSD Approved 
Plant List.3 The Hale Charter Academy athletic fields would be available during off-school 
hours for permitted use by public organizations. 

                                                      
3  LAUSD, LAUSD Approved Plants List, 2012, 

http://www.laschools.org/documents/download/sustainability%2Fwater_conservation%2FCopy_of_Updated_Pl
ant_List_2012.pdf 
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Off-Site Improvements 

As part of the proposed project, the following street and sidewalk improvements would be 
made off-site in accordance with City of Los Angeles Bureau of Engineering recommendations: 

• Construction of a standard ADA access ramp at each street corner with a 25-foot 
radius curb return 

• Construction of ADA facilities (ramps and sidewalks) as necessary 

• Any cracked, broken, or off-grade curb, gutter, sidewalk, and pavement identified 
along Highlander Road, Pertshire Circle, and Deveron Ridge Road would be 
repaired or replaced. 

• Construction of driveways no wider than 30 feet 

• Construction of curb outlets or connections to catch basins located at Highlander 
Road, Pertshire Circle, and Deveron Ridge Road to capture any discharge of roof or 
site storm water drainage associated with the Project, in accordance with Low 
Impact Development (LID) requirements, to be demonstrated to the City Engineer.  

• Construction of driveways no wider than 30 feet 

Access and Circulation 

The student drop-off and pick-up operation has been planned to minimize potential vehicular 
queuing on the local street system. In addition, it is designed to minimize potential safety and 
traffic issues associated with the single family residences that surround the proposed project 
site (Figure 3, Project Vicinity). 

Primary access to the project site would be available via two student drop-off and pick-up 
points. A first student drop off and pick up lane would be located along Deveron Ridge Road 
along the shared border of Mae Boyar Recreation Center and the project site. This segment of 
Deveron Ridge Road has been planned for the drop-off/pick-up operation as it is a cul-de-sac 
with no current uses except to provide street parking for the adjacent Mae Boyar Recreation 
Center. The cul-de-sac would be reconstructed to allow vehicle ingress from Highlander Road 
to the pick-up and drop-off lane with minimal queuing on residential streets.  

The second pick up and drop off point would be provided via the frontage of the project site on 
Highlander Road.  
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Sustainable Design Features 

LAUSD is the first school district in the United States to adopt and implement the Collaborative 
for High Performance Schools (CHPS) Criteria.4 The LAUSD Board of Education adopted a 
Resolution on High Performance School Facilities requiring Phase II of the new school 
construction program and future phase schools to be certified according to CHPS.5  These 
measures are considered beneficial to improving environmental quality. LAUSD has 
incorporated these into the project design and operation of projects as part of standard LAUSD 
practices. The CHPS criteria are assumed to be part of the District’s projects as they may apply 
to specific projects and are not included as mitigation measures. CHPS recommends flexible 
standards to promote energy efficiency, water efficiency, site planning, materials, and indoor 
environmental quality.  

Program EIR for the School Upgrade Program 

The proposed project is part of the District’s School Upgrade Program (Program EIR). 
Therefore, this Initial Study, where applicable, incorporates the Program EIR by reference, 
thereby providing project-level analysis that concentrates on site-specific issues related to the 
proposed project.6 Applicable Standard Conditions of Approval (SC) provided therein are cited 
in this Initial Study. The Program EIR is available online at http://achieve.lausd.net/ceqa and at 
LAUSD’s office listed above.  

                                                      
4  Los Angeles Unified School District. Key OEHS Programs. Available at: http://achieve.lausd.net/Page/3495 
5  Los Angeles Unified School District. 28 October 2003. Board of Education Resolution, 

Sustainability and the Design and Construction of High Performance Schools. Los Angeles, CA. Available at: 
http://www.laschools.org/documents/download/sustainability%2Fhealthy_schools%2FBoard_Resolution_on_ 
CHPS.pdf 

6  LAUSD School Upgrade Program Final EIR, certified November 10, 2015. http://achieve.lausd.net/ceqa 
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 ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, 
involving at least one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact” as indicated by the 
checklist on the following pages. 

 Aesthetics  Agriculture Resources  Air Quality 

 Biological Resources  Cultural Resources  Geology and Soils 

 Greenhouse Gases   Hazards and Hazardous Materials  Hydrology and Water 
Quality 

 Land Use and Planning  Mineral Resources  Noise 

 Population and Housing  Pedestrian Safety  Public Services 

 Recreation  Transportation and Traffic  Tribal Cultural Resources 

 Utilities and Service Systems  Mandatory Findings of Significance   

DETERMINATION (To be completed by the Lead Agency): 

On the basis of this initial evaluation: 

 I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION will be prepared. 

 I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not be a significant 
effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to by the project proponent. A 
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

 I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
REPORT is required. 

 I find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant” or “potentially significant unless mitigated” impact 
on the environment, but at least one effect (1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable 
legal standards, and (2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached 
sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be 
addressed. 

 I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all potentially 
significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to 
applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, 
including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required. 

 
 
  
Signature 

  
Date 

Robert Laughton, Director 
Office of Environmental Health & Safety 
CEQA Officer of the Los Angeles Unified School District 
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS: 

1) A brief explanation is required for all answers except “No Impact” answers that are 
adequately supported by the information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses 
following each question. A “No Impact” answer is adequately supported if the 
referenced information sources show that the impact simply does not apply to projects 
like the one involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A “No Impact” 
answer should be explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well as 
general standards (e.g., the project will not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, 
based on a project-specific screening analysis). 

2) All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as 
on-site, cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as 
well as operational impacts. 

3) Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then 
the checklist answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less 
than significant with mitigation, or less than significant. “Potentially Significant Impact” 
is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect is significant. If there are one 
or more “Potentially Significant Impact” entries when the determination is made, an EIR 
is required. 

4) “Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated” applies 
where the incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from “Potentially 
Significant Impact” to a “Less than Significant Impact.” The lead agency must describe 
the mitigation measures, and briefly explain how they reduce the effect to a less than 
significant level (mitigation measures from Section XVII, “Earlier Analyses,” may be 
cross-referenced). 

5) Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other 
CEQA process, an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative 
declaration. Section 15063(c)(3)(D). In this case, a brief discussion should identify the 
following: 

a) Earlier Analyses Used. Identify and state where they are available for review. 
b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist 

were within the scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document 
pursuant to applicable legal standards, and state whether such effects were 
addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis. 

c) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are “Less than Significant with Mitigation 
Measures Incorporated,” describe the mitigation measures which were 
incorporated or refined from the earlier document and the extent to which they 
address site-specific conditions for the project. 

6) Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information 
sources for potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a 
previously prepared or outside document should, where appropriate, include a 
reference to the page or pages where the statement is substantiated. 

7) Supporting Information Sources. A source list should be attached and other sources 
used or individuals contacted should be cited in the discussion. 
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8) This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; 
however, lead agencies should normally address the questions from this checklist that 
are relevant to a project's environmental effects in whatever format is selected. 

9) The explanation of each issue should identify: 

a) the significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and 
b) the mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than 

significant. 
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

I. AESTHETICS. Would the project:     

a) Have a substantial adverse 
effect on a scenic vista? 

    

b) Substantially damage scenic 
resources, including, but not 
limited to, tress, rock 
outcroppings, and historic 
buildings within a state scenic 
highway? 

    

c) Substantially degrade the 
existing visual character or 
quality of the site and its 
surroundings? 

    

d) Create a new source of 
substantial light or glare which 
would adversely affect day or 
nighttime views in the area? 

    

Responses: 

a) Less than Significant Impact. Scenic views are typically defined as those that provide 
expansive views of a highly valued landscape for the benefit of the general public. The 
project site is located in West Hills, a neighborhood in the northwest San Fernando 
Valley, in a residential area dominated by single-family dwellings. No identified scenic 
views or vistas are in the vicinity of the proposed project. Bell Canyon is approximately 
3,900 feet to west of the project site, and the Santa Monica Mountains are located 
approximately 4 miles to the south. There are no scenic highways or scenic vistas 
proximate to the project site.7 

 In February 2016, Highlander ES was identified by the District as a potential site for 
future development.  During the site due diligence process, the District’s Supervising 
Structural Engineer assessed the structures on the campus and determined that they 

                                                      
7  California Department of Transportation, California Scenic Highway Mapping System, 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LandArch/16_livability/scenic_highways/index.htm, accessed October 6, 2016. 
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were in severely deteriorated states and poor condition. Although the structures were 
vacated, they became an attractive nuisance. The occasional presence of maintenance 
staff and illegal presence of trespassers and transients on the site resulted in a 
reasonably foreseeable danger, because they were at significant risk in the event of a 
structural failure. It was therefore concluded that the campus was not safe for occupancy 
and recommended for demolition. A Notice of Exemption was filed in May 2016 per 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15269 and structures on the campus were demolished in the 
summer/fall of 2016.     

 The proposed project would change existing views of the project site and in the 
surrounding area by adding new structures on the vacant site. Public views of Bell 
Canyon to the west of the project site are intermittently available. Similarly, view of the 
Santa Monica Mountains are also available intermittently to the north. However, there 
are no vast vistas available in the areas surrounding the project site and any view of the 
canyons or mountains are often blocked by topography or intervening trees and 
buildings.  

The proposed project consists of new buildings that would be one to two stories in 
height (approximately 30 feet to the top of the highest roof and approximately 35 feet to 
the top of the mechanical screens on the two-story classroom buildings).  As views are 
intermittent and no expansive vistas are available, construction of the proposed project 
would not have a substantial effect on a scenic vista.  

In addition, regarding viewshed obstruction, the proposed project would be subject to 
Standard Condition of Approval (SC) SC-AE-3 included in the LAUSD School Upgrade 
Program EIR and listed below.  

SC-AE-3: LAUSD shall assess a proposed project’s consistency with the 
general character of the surrounding neighborhood, including any proposed 
changes to the density, height, bulk, and setback of new building (including 
stadium), addition, or renovation. Where feasible, LAUSD shall make 
appropriate design changes to reduce or eliminate viewshed obstruction and 
degradation of neighborhood character. Such design changes could include, but 
are not limited to, changes to campus layout, height of buildings, landscaping, 
and/or the architectural style of buildings. 

Thus, impacts related to scenic views/vistas would be less than significant and no 
further analysis is required in the EIR. 

b) No impact. No freeways, highways, or roads within or adjacent to the project site are 
designated as state scenic highways. The closest eligible state scenic highway, El Camino 
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Real (U.S. Route 101), is approximately 2.5 miles south of the project site.8 In addition, 
the Ronald Regan Freeway (State Route 118), another eligible state scenic highway, is 
approximately 4.7 miles north of the project site. Views of the project site are not 
available from either of those highways. As no scenic freeways, highways, or roads are 
located proximate to the project site, no impact would occur and no further analysis is 
required in the EIR. 

c) Less than significant impact. Visual Quality is a measure of the overall impression or 
appeal of an area as determined by the particular landscape’s characteristics and scenic 
resources (e.g., Santa Monica Mountains, Pacific Ocean, etc.). It is possible for new 
structures to be compatible with the existing setting if they replicate existing forms, 
lines, colors, and textures of the surrounding environment and if the new structures do 
not appreciably change the balance of natural elements. In summary, visual quality is 
concerned with the overall attractiveness of an area and the ability to preserve this 
attractiveness when new features are introduced.  

 The visual setting of the area is generally urbanized. Surrounding visual elements 
include single-family homes, large mature trees, and the Mae Boyer Recreation Center 
consisting of a playground and tennis courts. Immediately to the south is Bell Creek 
with additional single-family homes located beyond Bell Creek. The site in its current 
conditions does not exhibit high visual quality. It generally consists of cracked concrete, 
dirt playfields, and a few remaining remnants of Highlander ES such as building 
foundations.   

 Construction 

 During construction, it is expected that grading, minimal contouring, and excavation 
activities would occur prior to the construction of the buildings. Grading would be 
expected to occur over an approximately two month period, with the remainder of the 
construction timeframe being associated with building construction and site 
improvements such as landscaping, roadway, and drainage improvements. 

 Evaluation of construction impacts focuses on the short-term visual impacts resulting 
from construction of the proposed project, the presence of equipment and material 
storage, as well as the grading and earthmoving activities in the existing landscape. In a 
visual sense, construction impacts from the proposed project could be obtrusive or out 
of character with the surrounding landscape. The visual impact is created by the 
unsightliness of mobile construction equipment, unfinished building pads, and 
unfinished structures without the final building materials, colors, and landscaping. 

                                                      
8  California Department of Transportation, California Scenic Highway Mapping System, 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LandArch/16_livability/scenic_highways/index.htm, accessed October 6, 2016. 
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 During construction, motorists traveling along Highlander Road could view the project 
site. Views could include exposed dirt, construction equipment, and construction 
material laydown areas. While this impact could be adverse, it would be short-term, and 
is thus determined to be less than significant. No further analysis necessary. 

 Operation  

 The proposed project would alter the existing visual character of the project site from an 
underutilized vacant lot to a school campus with buildings with a maximum height of 
35 feet. The height, mass and bulk of onsite structures (i.e., classrooms and 
administration buildings) would change the visual quality of the surrounding site since 
the school would be larger than many of the single family uses surrounding it. 

 However, long term impacts would be beneficial as the vacant site would be replaced 
with a high quality finished school. Although larger than surrounding residential uses, 
the buildings would be set back from Highlander so as to not appear too large. Further, 
the location of the school next to the park would create two compatible uses.   

 From an architectural perspective, the LAUSD School Design Guide9 (most recently 
adopted in 2015) provides guidance to design professionals, including in-house design 
professionals, to establish a consistent level of quality in school facilities throughout the 
District. As part of the application for development, the proposed project would be 
required to comply with SC-AE-3 mentioned above, as well as the Submittal 
Requirements Checklist included in Book Four of the LAUSD School Design Guide, 
demonstrating that the proposed project is substantially consistent with the applicable 
design requirements for site planning, design, pedestrian scale, plants, utilities, and 
easements.  

 The proposed project would alter the visual appearance of the project site, but as 
described above it would not substantially degrade the visual character or quality of the 
site or introduce any aesthetic elements incompatible with the surrounding land uses. 
Thus, impacts would be less than significant and no further analysis is necessary.   

d) Less than significant impact. Light impacts are typically associated with the use of 
artificial light during the evening and nighttime hours. Glare may be a daytime 
occurrence caused by the reflection of sunlight or artificial light from highly polished 
surfaces, such as a window glass and reflective cladding materials, and may interfere 
with the safe operation of a motor vehicle on adjacent streets. Daytime glare is common 
in urban areas and is typically associated with mid- to high-rise buildings with exterior 
façades largely or entirely comprise of highly reflective glass or mirror-like materials. 

                                                      
9  LAUSD School Design Guide 2015, http://www.laschools.org/new-site/asset-management/school-design-guide, 

accessed October 6, 2016. 
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Nighttime glare is primarily associated with bright point-source lighting that contrasts 
with existing low ambient light conditions.  

 The proposed project could potentially create a substantial source of new light or glare. 
The project site has not been in use and thus has not generated light or glare.  The 
project site is located in a suburban residential environment with streetlights and 
moderate nighttime illumination from existing dwellings. Thus, uses surrounding the 
project site that are sensitive to light levels and glare include single-family residences 
immediately to the north, south, and east.  

 The proposed project would increase the nighttime illumination of the site compared to 
current levels. Lighting associated with the proposed project would include interior 
lights, courtyard lighting, architectural and/or thematic accent lights to highlight 
building elements, soft accent lighting for landscaping where appropriate, exterior 
security lighting, wall- or pole-mounted light fixtures. Nighttime field lighting is not 
anticipated for the project.   

 All new outdoor lighting being added as part of the proposed project would be subject 
to SC-AE-6 through SC-AE-8 included in the Program EIR and listed below.  

• SC-AE-6: During and after installation of lights, the Project shall comply 
with the School Design Guide, which outlines requirements for lighting and 
measures to minimize glare for pedestrians, drivers and sports teams, and to 
avoid light spilling onto adjacent properties.  

• SC-AE-7: LAUSD shall reduce the lighting intensity from the new sources 
on adjacent residences to no more than two foot-candles, measured at the 
residential property line. LAUSD shall utilize hoods, filtering louvers, glare 
shields, and/or landscaping as necessary to achieve the standard. The lamp 
enclosures and poles shall also be painted to reduce reflection. Following 
installation of lights the lighting contractor shall review and adjust lights to 
ensure the standard is met. 

• SC-AE-8:  Design site lighting and select lighting styles and technologies to 
have minimal impact off-site and minimal contribution to sky glow. Minimize 
outdoor lighting of architectural and landscape features and design interior 
lighting to minimize trespass outside from the interior. 

International Dark-Sky Association (IDA) and the Illuminating Engineering 
Society (IES) Model Lighting Ordinance (MLO) shall be used a guide for 
environmentally responsible outdoor lighting. The MLO outdoor lighting has 
outdoor lighting standards that reduce glare, light trespass, and skyglow. The 
Joint IDA-IESNA Model Outdoor Lighting Ordinance (MLO) uses lighting zones 
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(LZ0-4) which allow the District to vary the stringency of lighting restrictions 
according to the sensitivity of the area as well as consideration for the 
community. The MLO also incorporates the Backlight-Uplight-Glare (BUG) 
rating system for luminaires, which provides more effective control of unwanted 
light. IDA-IESNA Model establishes standards to: 

o Limit the amount of light that can be used  
o Minimize glare by controlling the amount of light that tends to create 

glare 
o Minimize sky glow by controlling the amount of uplight 
o Minimize the amount of off-site impacts or light trespass 
 

All lighting of outdoor areas will be directed onto the project site, including on 
walkways, parking areas, playfields, and sports courts, and away from adjacent 
properties and public right of way to avoid any light impacts from lighting fixtures 
included in the proposed project. Furthermore, the new street trees and hedges that 
would line the perimeter of the site would also minimize light spillover.  

Additionally, the project would be constructed in accordance with the Collaborative for 
High Performance Schools (CHPS) Criteria SS5.1: Light Pollution Reduction. Interior 
lighting shall be designed so that the angle of maximum candela from each interior 
luminaire as located in the building shall not exit out through the windows or maintain 
all non-emergency lighting on a programmable timer that turns lighting off during non-
operable hours.10 Additionally, exterior lighting shall only be provided when it is clearly 
required for safety and comfort and designed not to exceed 80 percent of the lighting 
power allowed by the California energy efficiency standards in effect at the time of 
submission of the project to the DSA. For a new building on an existing campus, 
additions, and major modernizations, the exterior requirement applies to the entire 
school site, not just the lighting around the new building or the building(s) being 
modernized. In accordance with the 2015 School Design Guide, all luminaries or lighting 
sources in connection with school construction projects shall be installed in such a 
manner as to minimize glare for pedestrians and drivers and to minimize light spilling 
onto adjacent properties. 

Implementation of these SCs and adherence to the requirements set by CHPS would 
ensure impacts related to light and glare remain less than significant. No further analysis 
in the EIR is required.  

                                                      
10  Collaborative for High Performance Schools. 2009. California Criteria for High Performance Schools Best 

Practices Manual. Volume III. 2009 Edition. Available at: http://www.chps.net/manual/index.htm 
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

II. AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY 
RESOURCES. In determining 
whether impacts to agricultural 
resources are significant 
environmental effects, lead agencies 
may refer to the California 
Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site 
Assessment Model (1997) prepared by 
the California Dept. of Conservation 
as an optional model to use in 
assessing impacts on agriculture and 
farmland. Would the project: 

    

a) Convert Prime Farmland, 
Unique Farmland, or Farmland 
of Statewide Importance 
(Farmland), as shown on the 
maps prepared pursuant to the 
Farmland Mapping and 
Monitoring Program of the 
California Resources Agency, to 
non-agricultural use? 

    

b) Conflict with existing zoning 
for agricultural use, or a 
Williamson Act contract? 
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

c) Conflict with existing zoning 
for, or cause rezoning of, forest 
land (as defined in Public 
Resources Code section 
12220(g)), timberland (as 
defined by Public Resources 
Code section 4526), or 
timberland zoned Timberland 
production (as defined by 
Government Code section 
51104(g))? 

    

d) Result in the loss of forest land 
or conversion of forest land to 
non-forest use?  

    

e) Involve other changes in the 
existing environment which, 
due to their location or nature, 
could result in conversion of 
Farmland, to non-agricultural 
use? 

    

Responses: 

a) No impact. The California Department of Conservation, Division of Land Protection, 
lists Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, and Farmland of Statewide Importance under 
the general category of “Important Farmland.” The project site is located within a 
residential area in the West Hills neighborhood of the City. The project site is not located 
within an area designated as Important Farmland.11 The project site does not contain 
any prime or unique farmland. No impact on farmland or agricultural resources would 
occur and no further analysis is required in the EIR. 

                                                      
11  California Division of Land Resources Protection, Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program, website, 

http://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/fmmp/Pages/LosAngeles.aspx, accessed October 4, 2016. 
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b,e) No impact. The project site is located within the Canoga Park-Winnetka-Woodland 
Hills-West Hills Community Plan Area (CPA) of the City and zoned Public Facilities 
(PF). No agricultural use is permitted within these zoning designations and no 
conversion of Farmland would result from the proposed project.12 Only land located 
within an agricultural preserve is eligible for enrollment under a Williamson Act 
contract. Accordingly the project site does not contain any lands covered by a 
Williamson Act Contract. Therefore, the proposed project would have no impact on 
agricultural zoning, Williamson Act contracts, and/or conversion of Farmland. No 
impact would occur and no further analysis is required in the EIR. 

c,d) No impact. There are no forest lands or timberlands on the project site. Consequently 
there is no conflict with rezoning of forest or timberlands. No impact would occur and 
no further analysis is required in the EIR. 

  

                                                      
12  City of Los Angeles Sum of Zones, accessed, October 4, 2016. 

http://planning.lacity.org/zone_code/Appendices/sum_of_zone.pdf 
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

III. AIR QUALITY. Where available, the 
significance criteria established by 
the applicable air quality 
management or air pollution control 
district may be relied upon to make 
the following determinations. Would 
the project: 

    

a) Conflict with or obstruct 
implementation of the 
SCAQMD or Congestion 
Management Plan? 

    

b) Violate any air quality standard 
or contribute substantially to an 
existing or projected air quality 
violation? 

    

c) Result in a cumulatively 
considerable net increase of any 
criteria pollutant for which the 
project region is nonattainment 
under an applicable federal or 
state ambient air quality 
standard (including releasing 
emissions which exceed 
quantitative thresholds for 
ozone precursors)? 

    

d) Expose sensitive receptors to 
substantial pollutant 
concentrations? 
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

e) Create objectionable odors 
affecting a substantial number 
of people? 

    

Responses: 

a) Potentially significant impact. The project site is located within the South Coast Air 
Basin (SoCAB) and is subject to the Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) prepared by 
the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). The SCAQMD has 
adopted a 2012 AQMP that focuses on achieving clean air standards while 
accommodating population growth forecasts compiled by the Southern California 
Association of Governments (SCAG). Specifically, SCAG’s growth forecasts from the 
2016 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP)/Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) are 
largely built off local growth forecasts. The 2016 RTP/SCS, adopted on April 7, 2016 
accommodates 1,591,000 persons; 689,000 households; and 980,000 jobs by 2040 in the 
Los Angeles Region. While the 2016 RTP/SCS projects an increase in population, number 
of households, and jobs in the region, according to the Program EIR, student enrollment 
throughout the District is forecast to decrease by 2.2 percent over the next 10 years (from 
2014 to 2024). Thus, the proposed project would not increase student enrollment in the 
area, but instead would allow students in Local District Northwest the choice to attend 
the proposed Hale Charter Academy over another local school after grade 8. In other 
words, Hale Charter Academy would only redistribute students across schools in the 
Northwest San Fernando Valley and not necessarily increase total student enrollment in 
Local District Northwest of LAUSD. 

The project site does not currently generate any air pollutant emissions. A minimal 
amount of vehicular emissions are generated by the construction vehicles accessing the 
project site for maintenance activities. Construction activities associated with the 
proposed project would generate exhaust from construction equipment and increased 
vehicle trips, fugitive dust from ground-disturbing activities, and off-gas emissions from 
architectural coatings and paving. 

Operation of the proposed project would increase development intensity in the area and 
could result in a potential increase in criteria air pollutants. The EIR will evaluate the 
proposed project for consistency with regional growth forecasts and any impacts the 
proposed project may have on the attainment of regional air quality objectives. 



 
Impact Sciences 
0695.017 

Page 25 of 106 Hale Charter Academy at Highlander 
Los Angeles Unified School District 

 

b) Potentially significant impact. Short-term air pollutant emissions would occur during 
site preparation and construction activities associated with the proposed project. 
Construction activities have the potential to generate fugitive dust, stationary-source 
emissions, and mobile-source emissions. Construction emissions can vary substantially 
from day to day, depending on the level of activity, type of machinery in use, and for 
fugitive dust, the prevailing weather conditions.  

 In addition, the proposed project would generate long-term operation emissions. An air 
quality analysis will be conducted for the proposed project to determine if the resulting 
short- or long-term emissions would exceed SCAQMD’s regional significance 
thresholds. This issue will be analyzed further in the EIR.  

c) Potentially significant impact. A significant impact would occur if implementation of 
the proposed project resulted in a cumulative net increase in any criteria pollutant above 
the SCAQMD significance threshold. The SCAQMD’s approach for assessing 
cumulative air quality impacts is based on the AQMP forecasts of attainment of ambient 
air quality standards in accordance with the requirements of the federal and state Clean 
Air Acts. The project site is in the SoCAB, and is designated under the California 
ambient air quality standards (AAQS) as nonattainment for ozone (O3), coarse inhalable 
particulate matter (PM10), and fine inhalable particulate matter (PM2.5).13 The SoCAB 
area is attainment for nitrogen oxides (NOx) (a California standard only). Under the 
National AAQS, the SoCAB area is designated as nonattainment for ozone O3, and fine 
inhalable particulate matter PM2.5, but is within the attainment parameters for coarse 
inhalable particulate matter (PM10).14 Construction of the proposed project may increase 
existing levels of criteria pollutants and contribute to the nonattainment/attainment 
status for these criteria pollutants in the SoCAB. As mentioned above, short-term air 
pollutant emissions would occur during construction activities associated 
implementation of the proposed project. In addition, the proposed project would 
generate long-term operational emissions. An air quality analysis will be prepared to 
determine if implementation of the proposed project results in a cumulatively 
considerable net increase in any criteria air pollutant. This issue will be analyzed further 
in the EIR. 

d) Potentially significant impact. An impact is significant if sensitive receptors (such as 
children and the elderly) are exposed to substantial pollutant concentrations such as 
toxic air contaminants (TACs) and CO concentrations. Sensitive receptors include 
residences, schools, playgrounds, childcare centers, athletic facilities, churches, long-
term health care facilities, rehabilitation centers, convalescent centers, and retirement 

                                                      
13  California Environmental Protection Agency Air Resources Board, National and State Area 2014 Designations, 

http://www.arb.ca.gov/desig/adm/adm.htm, accessed October 5, 2016. 
14  California Environmental Protection Agency Air Resources Board, National and State Area 2014 Designations, 

http://www.arb.ca.gov/desig/adm/adm.htm, accessed October 5, 2016. 
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homes. The land uses located within the vicinity of the project site that are sensitive to 
air pollution include residential uses (located directly north, south, and east of the 
project site) and parks (located directly west of the project site). The EIR will evaluate 
the potential for the construction and operation of the proposed project to exceed 
SCAQMD’s localized significance thresholds (LSTs) in accordance with SCAQMD’s 
guidance methodology, generate traffic that results in significant CO hotspots, or 
generate substantial TACs. This issue will be analyzed further in the EIR. 

e) Less than significant impact. Potential sources that may emit odors during the 
construction activities include equipment exhaust and architectural coatings. Odors 
from these sources would be localized and generally confined to the project site. 
Development of the proposed project would utilize typical construction techniques, and 
the odors will be typical of most construction sites. Additionally, the odors would be 
temporary, and construction activity will be required to comply with SC-AQ-2 through 
SC-AQ-4 (listed below), and SCAQMD Rules 402 and 1113.15 A less than significant 
impact relative to an odor nuisance would occur during construction associated with the 
proposed project. 

• SC-AQ-2: LAUSD’s construction contractor shall ensure that construction 
equipment is properly tuned and maintained in accordance with manufacturer’s 
specifications, to ensure excessive emissions are not generated by unmaintained 
equipment. 

• SC-AQ-3: LAUSD’s construction contractor shall:  

• Maintain slow speeds with all vehicles. 
• Load impacted soil directly into transportation trucks to 

minimize soil handling.  
• Water/mist soil as it is being excavated and loaded onto the 

transportation trucks.  
• Water/mist and/or apply surfactants to soil placed in 

transportation trucks prior to exiting the site. 
• Minimize soil drop height into transportation trucks or 

stockpiles during dumping. 
• During transport, cover or enclose trucks transporting soils, 

increase freeboard requirements, and repair trucks exhibiting 
spillage due to leaks.  

                                                      
15  SCAQMD Rule 402 states the following “A person shall not discharge from any source whatsoever such 

quantities of air contaminants or other material which cause injury, detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any 
considerable number of persons or to the public, or which endanger the comfort, repose, health or safety of any 
such persons or the public, or which cause, or have a natural tendency to cause, injury or damage to business or 
property. The purpose of SCAQMD Rule 1113 is to limit the VOC content of architectural coatings used in the 
SCAQMD. 
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• Cover the bottom of the excavated area with polyethylene 
sheeting when work is not being performed.  

• Place stockpiled soil on polyethylene sheeting and cover with 
similar material.  

• Place stockpiled soil in areas shielded from prevailing winds. 
  

• SC-AQ-4: LAUSD shall prepare an air quality assessment. If site-specific review of a 
school construction project identifies potentially significant adverse regional and 
localized construction air quality impacts, then LAUSD shall implement all feasible 
measures to reduce air emissions below the SCAQMD regional and localized 
significance threshold.  

LAUSD shall mandate that construction bid contracts include measures 
identified in the air quality assessment. Measures shall reduce construction 
emissions during high-emission construction phases from vehicles and other 
fuel driven construction engines, activities that generate fugitive dust, and 
surface coating operations. Specific air emission reduction measures include, 
but are not limited to the following: 

Exhaust Emissions 

• Schedule construction activities that affect traffic flow to off-peak hours 
(e.g., between 10:00 AM and 3:00 PM). 

• Consolidate truck deliveries and/or limit the number of haul trips per 
day. 

• Route construction trucks off congested streets. 
• Employ high pressure fuel injection systems or engine timing retardation. 
• Utilize ultra-low sulfur diesel fuel, containing 15 ppm sulfur or less 

(ULSD) in all diesel construction equipment. 
• Use construction equipment rated by the United States Environmental 

Protection Agency as having Tier 3 (model year 2006 or newer) or Tier 4 
(model year 2008 or newer) emission limits for engines between 50 and 
750 horsepower. 

• Restrict non-essential diesel engine idle time, to not more than five 
consecutive minutes. 

• Utilize electrical power rather than internal combustion engine power 
generators as soon as feasible during construction. 

• Utilize electric or alternatively fueled equipment, if feasible. 
• Utilize construction equipment with the minimum practical engine size. 
• Utilize low-emission on-road construction fleet vehicles. 
• Ensure construction equipment is properly serviced and maintained to 

the manufacturer’s standards. 
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Fugitive Dust 

• Apply non-toxic soil stabilizers according to manufacturers’ 
specification to all inactive construction areas (previously graded 
areas inactive for ten days or more). 

• Replace ground cover in disturbed areas as quickly as possible. 
• Sweep streets at the end of the day if visible soil material is carried 

onto adjacent public paved roads (recommend water sweepers with 
reclaimed water). 

• Install wheel washers where vehicles enter and exit unpaved roads 
onto paved roads, or wash off trucks and any equipment leaving the 
site each trip. 

• Pave construction roads that have a traffic volume of more than 50 
daily trips by construction equipment, and/or 150 daily trips for all 
vehicles. 

• Pave all construction access roads for at least 100 feet from the main 
road to the project site. 

• Water the disturbed areas of the active construction site at least three 
times per day, except during periods of rainfall. 

• Enclose, cover, water twice daily, or apply non-toxic soil binders 
according to manufacturers’ specifications to exposed piles (i.e., 
gravel, dirt, and sand) with a five percent or greater silt content. 

• Suspend all excavating and grading operations when wind speeds 
(as instantaneous gusts) exceed 25 miles per hour (mph). 

• Apply water at least three times daily, except during periods of 
rainfall, to all unpaved road surfaces. 

• Limit traffic speeds on unpaved road to 15 mph or less. 
• Prohibit high emission causing fugitive dust activities on days where 

violations of the ambient air quality standard have been forecast by 
SCAQMD. 

• Tarp and/or maintain a minimum of 24 inches of freeboard on trucks 
hauling dirt, sand, soil, or other loose materials. 

• Limit the amount of daily soil and/or demolition debris loaded and 
hauled per day. 

General Construction 

• Utilize ultra-low VOC or zero-VOC surface coatings. 
• Phase construction activities to minimize maximum daily 

emissions. 
• Configure construction parking to minimize traffic interference. 
• Provide temporary traffic control during construction activities to 

improve traffic flow (e.g., flag person). 
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• Develop a trip reduction plan for construction employees. 
• Implement a shuttle service to and from retail services and food 

establishments during lunch hours. 
• Increase distance between emission sources to reduce near-field 

emission impacts. 
• Require construction contractors to document compliance with 

the identified mitigation measures. 

According to the SCAQMD California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Air Quality 
Handbook, land uses that are associated with odor complaints include agricultural uses, 
wastewater treatment plants, food processing plants, chemical plants, composting, 
refineries, landfills, dairies, and fiberglass molding.16 The proposed project would not 
include any of these odor-producing uses; odors associated with project operation will 
be limited to on-site waste generation and disposal and occasional minor odors 
generated during food preparation activities for the on-site food service operations. 
Furthermore, all trash receptacles would be covered and properly maintained in a 
manner as to minimize odors and be emptied on a regular basis. Therefore, 
implementation of the proposed project would not generate objectionable odors 
affecting a substantial number of people. Impacts related to odors would be less than 
significant, and no further analysis is required in the EIR. 

  

                                                      
16  South Coast Air Quality Management District, CEQA Air Quality Handbook; 

http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/hdbk.html, December 11, 2015. 
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES. Would 
the project: 

    

a) Have a substantial adverse 
effect, either directly or through 
habitat modifications, on any 
species identified as a 
candidate, sensitive, or special 
status species in local or 
regional plans, policies, or 
regulations, or by the California 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife or U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service? 

    

b) Have a substantial adverse 
effect on any riparian habitat or 
other sensitive natural 
community identified in local 
or regional plans, policies, 
regulations or by the California 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife or U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service? 

    

c) Have a substantial adverse 
effect on federally protected 
wetlands as defined by Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act 
(including, but not limited to, 
marsh, vernal pool, coastal, 
etc.) through direct removal, 
filling, hydrological 
interruption, or other means? 
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

d) Interfere substantially with the 
movement of any native resident 
or migratory fish or wildlife 
species or with established native 
resident or migratory wildlife 
corridors, or impede the use of 
native wildlife nursery sites? 

    

e) Conflict with any local policies or 
ordinances protecting biological 
resources, such as a tree 
preservation policy or ordinance 
(e.g., oak trees or California 
walnut woodlands)? 

    

f) Conflict with the provisions of an 
adopted Habitat Conservation 
Plan, Natural Community 
Conservation Plan, or other 
approved local, regional, or state 
habitat conservation plan? 

    

Responses: 

a-c, f) No impact. The project site is located in a residential area in the West Hills 
neighborhood within the City. No known threatened, endangered, or rare species or 
their habitats, locally designated species, locally designated natural communities, 
riparian or wetland habitats exist on this project site. While a portion of the Los Angeles 
River is located immediately south of the site, this segment, Bell Creek, is a concrete 
lined channel and does not support any habitat for known threatened, endangered, or 
rare species. The site is not within an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural 
Community Conservation Plan, or similar plan. The site is neither within nor proximate 
to any Significant Ecological Area, Land Trust, or Conservation Plan.17 No impact 
would occur and no further analysis in the EIR is required.  

                                                      
17  Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning, Significant Ecological Area Update Study 2000, Figure 1 

Significant Ecological Areas Update Study 200 Existing Boundaries, accessed October 6, 2016. 
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d)  Less than significant impact. The project site does not contain any watercourse or 
greenbelt for wildlife movement. However, 72 mature trees are located on the project 
site (Refer to Appendix X Tree Survey), these trees have the potential for nesting sites 
for birds.  

The Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 (MBTA) implements the United States’ 
commitment to four treaties with Canada, Japan, Mexico, and Russia for the protection 
of shared migratory bird resources. The MBTA governs the taking, killing, possession, 
transportation, and importation of migratory birds, their eggs, parts, and nests. The US 
Fish and Wildlife Service administers permits to take migratory birds in accordance with 
the MBTA. Provisions of the MBTA are met by compliance with Program EIR SC-BIO-3 
(included below), which would ensure that if construction occurs during the breeding 
season, appropriate measures would be taken to avoid impacts to any nesting birds if 
found. 

• SC-BIO-3: If tree or building removal is required during nesting season, LAUSD 
shall either:  

o Retain a qualified biologist to conduct an intensive nest search in all trees 
and buildings slated for removal before construction begins. If nest with 
young are found, the LAUSD shall not remove the trees until the young 
have fledged or the nest has been abandoned, or, 

o Delay tree or building removal until September 1 to February 28 to ensure 
reproductive success for native species using the site for nesting 

With adherence to SC-BIO-3, impacts would be less than significant and no further 
analysis is required in the EIR. 

e) Less than significant. Implementation of the proposed project would not conflict with 
any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree 
preservation policy or ordinance. A tree survey was conducted in August 2016 that 
determined that trees on the project site are all common ornamental species, primarily 
Evergreen Ash,18 that are not protected by any local ordinances or policies.   

Construction of the proposed project may require the removal of street trees and trees 
on-site. The project includes a landscape plan to offset the loss of trees on site. 
Replacement trees will be planted at the appropriate size at maturity for the space, and 
will be selected from  LAUSD Approved Plant List.19 Therefore, less than significant 

                                                      
18  Impact Sciences, Tree Survey for Hale Charter Academy at Highlander, August 2016. 
19  LAUSD, LAUSD Approved Plants List, 2012, 

http://www.laschools.org/documents/download/sustainability%2Fwater_conservation%2FCopy_of_Updated_Pl
ant_List_2012.pdf 
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impacts would occur related to protected trees and no further analysis is required in the 
EIR.  
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

V. CULTURAL RESOURCES. Would the 
project: 

a) Cause a substantial adverse 
change in the significance of a 
historical resource as defined in 
§ 15064.5? 

    

b) Cause a substantial adverse 
change in the significance of an 
archaeological resource 
pursuant to § 15064.5? 

    

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a 
unique paleontological resource 
or site or unique geologic 
feature? 

    

d) Disturb any human remains, 
including those interred 
outside of formal cemeteries? 

    

Responses 

a) No impact. A project that may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a 
historical resource is a project that may have a significant effect on the environment.20 
Section 15064.5 of the State CEQA Guidelines defines a historical resource as (1) a 
resource listed in or determined to be eligible by the State Historical Resources 
Commission, for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources; (2) a resource 
listed in a local register of historical resources or identified as significant in an historical 
resource survey meeting certain state guidelines; or (3) an object, building, structure, 
site, area, place, record or manuscript that a lead agency determines to be significant in 
the architectural, engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social, 
political, military, or cultural annals of California, provided that the lead agency’s 
determination is supported by substantial evidence in light of the whole record. 

                                                      
20  California Public Resources Code Section 21084.1 
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The proposed project site was formerly in use as Highlander ES. However, the campus 
was demolished in summer/fall 2016 and is currently vacant As such, no historical 
resources are located on the site. No further analysis is required in the EIR.  

b) Less than significant impact. Section 15064.5 of the State CEQA Guidelines defines 
significant archaeological resources as resources that meet the criteria for historical 
resources, as discussed above, or resources that constitute unique archaeological 
resources. Under AB 52, a project that may cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a tribal cultural resource is defined as a project that may have a 
significant effect on the environment. “Tribal cultural resources” are defined as either (1) 
”sites, features, places cultural landscapes, sacred places and objects with cultural value 
to a California Native American tribe” that are included in the state register of historical 
resources or a local register of historical resources,  or that are determined to be eligible 
for inclusion in the state register; or (2) resources determined by the lead agency, in its 
discretion, to be significant based on the criteria for listing in the state register. 

 As the project site has been subject to past subsurface disturbance associated with 
grading, foundations, and construction, it is unlikely that undisturbed unique 
archeological resources currently exist on the project site. 

 Although the unanticipated discovery of unique archeological resources is possible 
during soil excavation activities, based on the lack of previous resources on the site, the 
probability that archeological resources will be discovered is low. In addition, 
compliance with Program EIR SC-CUL-13, SC-CUL-17, and SC-CUL-18 (included 
below), would require that upon discovery of an archeological resource (1) construction 
activities in the immediate area of the find shall cease and LAUSD shall retain a 
qualified archaeologist to determine the significance of the find, (2) LAUSD shall 
determine if a Phase III Data Recovery/Mitigation Program is necessary, and (3) if the 
archaeological resource is a Native American resource work shall stop within a 30-foot 
radius of the discovery.  

• SC-CUL-13: The contractor shall halt construction activities in the immediate 
area and notify the LAUSD. LAUSD shall retain a qualified archeologist to make an 
immediate evaluation of significance and appropriate treatment of the resource. To 
complete this assessment, the qualified archeologist will be afforded the necessary 
time to recover, analyze, and curate the find. The qualified archeologist shall 
recommend the extent of archeological monitoring necessary to ensure the 
protection of any other resources that may be in the area. Construction activities may 
continue on other parts of the building site while evaluation and treatment of 
historical or unique archaeological resources takes place. 

• SC-CUL-17: LAUSD shall determine whether it is feasible to prepare and 
implement a Phase III Data Recovery/Mitigation Program. A Phase III Data 
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Recovery/Mitigation Program would be designed by a Qualified Archaeologist to 
recover a statistically valid sample of the archaeological remains and to document 
the site to a level where the impacts can be determined to be less than significant. All 
documentation shall be prepared in the standard format of the ARMR Guidelines, as 
prepared by the OHP. Once a Phase III Data Recovery/Mitigation Program is 
completed, an archaeological monitor shall be present on site to oversee the grading, 
demolition activities, and/or initial construction activities to ensure that construction 
proceeds in accordance with the adopted Phase III Data Recovery/Mitigation 
Program. The extent of the Phase III Data Recovery/Mitigation Program and the 
extent and duration of the archaeological monitoring program depend on site-
specific factors.  

• SC-CUL-18: All work shall stop within a 30-foot radius of the discovery. Work 
shall not continue until the discovery has been evaluated by a qualified archaeologist 
and the local Native American representative has been contacted and consulted to 
assist in the accurate recordation and recovery of the resources.  

The project would be subject to the numerous laws and regulations that require State 
and local agencies to consider the effects of a proposed project on potentially buried 
cultural resources. These laws and regulations stipulate a process for compliance, define 
the responsibilities of the various agencies proposing the action, and prescribe the 
relationship among other involved agencies.  

 Implementation of these SCs as well compliance with the federal, state, and local 
regulations would ensure impacts to archaeological resources, including tribal cultural 
resources, remain less than significant. No further analysis in the EIR is required. 

c) Less than significant impact. As discussed above, the project site has been previously 
disturbed and, therefore, it is unlikely that undisturbed unique paleontological 
resources exist on the project site. Any surficial paleontological resources, which may 
have existed at one time, have likely been unearthed or disturbed to accommodate 
building foundations. Surface grading, necessary for installation of utilities, is unlikely 
to uncover any paleontological resources.  

 In addition, compliance with Program EIR SC-CUL-19 and SC-CUL-20 (included 
below), would require the District to contract with a paleontological monitor for on-call 
purposes when developing a project sites sensitive to paleontological resources, and if a 
site is deemed to be highly sensitive for paleontological resources, an approved 
paleontological monitor shall be on the site during ground-disturbing activities.  

• SC-CUL-19: LAUSD shall have a paleontological monitor on-call during 
construction activities. This monitor shall provide the construction crew(s) with a 
brief summary of the sensitivity, the rationale behind the need for protection of these 
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resources, and information on the initial identification of paleontological resources. 
If paleontological resources are uncovered during construction, the on-call 
paleontologist shall be notified and afforded the necessary time and funds to 
recover, analyze, and curate the find(s). Subsequently, the monitor shall remain 
onsite for the duration of the ground disturbances to ensure the protection of any 
other resources that may be in the area. 
 

• SC-CUL-20:  The paleontological monitor shall be on site for all ground altering 
activities and shall advise LAUSD as to necessary means of protecting potentially 
significant paleontological resources, including, but not limited to, possible cessation 
of construction activities in the immediate area of a find. If resources are identified 
during the monitoring program, the paleontologist shall be afforded the necessary 
time and funds to recover, analyze, and curate the find(s). Subsequently, the monitor 
shall remain on site for the duration of the ground disturbances to insure the 
protection of any other resources that may be in the area. 

All development would be subject to the numerous laws and regulations, including 
those set forth in California Public Resources Code Section 21083.2, that require State, 
and local agencies to consider the effects of a proposed project on potentially buried 
paleontological resources. These laws and regulations stipulate a process for 
compliance, define the responsibilities of the various agencies proposing the action, and 
prescribe the relationship among other involved agencies. They provide guidance 
concerning analytical techniques and approaches to defining appropriate actions where 
potentially significant impacts may occur.  

 Thus, potential impacts from the proposed project on paleontological resources would 
be less than significant, and no further analysis is required in the EIR. 

d) Less than significant impact. No formal cemetery exists on the project site or in the 
vicinity of the proposed project. As the project site has been subject to past subsurface 
disturbance associated with grading and foundations, it is unlikely that intact human 
remains are present beneath the site.  

In the event that human remains are uncovered during ground-disturbing activities, 
there are regulatory provisions to address the handling of human remains in California 
Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5, Public Resource Code 5097.98, and CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15064.5(e). Pursuant to these codes, in the event that human remains 
are discovered, it requires that disturbance of the site shall remain halted until the 
coroner has conducted an investigation into the circumstances, manner, and cause of 
any death, and the recommendations concerning the treatment and disposition of the 
human remains have been made to the person responsible for the excavation or to his or 
her authorized representative, in the manner provided in Section 5097.98 of the Public 
Resources Code. The coroner is required to make a determination within two working 
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days of notification of the discovery of the human remains. If the coroner determines 
that the remains are not subject to his or her authority and if the coroner recognizes or 
has reason to believe the human remains to be those of a Native American, he or she 
shall consult with the NAHC by telephone within 24 hours, to designate a Most Likely 
Descendant (MLD) who shall recommend appropriate measures to the landowner 
regarding the treatment of the remains. If the owner does not accept the MLD’s 
recommendations, the owner or the MLD may request mediation by the NAHC. 
Compliance with these protocols would reduce impacts to a less than significant level. 
No further analysis of this topic in an EIR is necessary. 
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

VI. GEOLOGY AND SOILS. Would the 
project: 

a) Expose people or structures to 
potential substantial adverse 
effects, including the risk of loss, 
injury or death involving:     
i)  Rupture of a known 

earthquake fault, as 
delineated on the most recent 
Alquist-Priolo Earthquake 
Fault Zoning Map issued by 
the State Geologist for the 
area or based on other 
substantial evidence of a 
known fault? Refer to 
Division of Mines and 
Geology Special Publication 
42. 

    

ii) Strong seismic ground 
shaking? 

    

iii) Seismic-related ground 
failure, including 
liquefaction? 

    

iv) Landslides?     

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or 
the loss of topsoil? 
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil 
that is unstable, or that would 
become unstable as a result of the 
project, and potentially result in on- 
or off-site landslide, lateral 
spreading, subsidence, liquefaction, 
or collapse? 

    

d) Be located on expansive soil, as 
defined in Table 18 1 B of the 
Uniform Building Code (1994), 
creating substantial risks to life or 
property? 

    

e) Have soils incapable of adequately 
supporting the use of septic tanks 
or alternative waste water disposal 
systems where sewers are not 
available for the disposal of waste 
water? 

    

Responses 

a.(i) Less than significant impact. The proposed project would not directly expose people or 
structures to the risk of loss, injury, or death due to rupture of a known earthquake fault. 
Fault rupture is the displacement that occurs along the surface of a fault during an 
earthquake. The project site is located in the western San Fernando Valley region of the 
City, an area flanked by the Transverse Ranges. The closest known active fault to the site 
is the Northridge Fault, located approximately 4.0 miles to the north.21 The project site is 
not located within an Alquist-Priolo Fault-Rupture Hazard Zone.22 Thus, the potential 
for surface ground rupture at the project site is considered low. No further analysis is 
required in the EIR.  

a.(ii) Less than significant impact. The project site is located within the seismically active 
Southern California area and therefore could be subject to moderate and possibly strong 

                                                      
21  Geocon West, Inc. Geologic/Seismic Hazard, May 2016 
22 California Geological Survey Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zones, 

http://maps.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/informationwarehouse/ accessed October 6, 2016 
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ground motion due to earthquakes. The closest known fault line to the project site, the 
Northridge Fault, is located approximately 4.0 north of the site.23 The project will be 
constructed in accordance with California Building Code (CBC) and Division of State 
Architect (DSA) standards; as well as the Geotechnical Report24 recommendations 
including compliance with the California Code of Regulations Title 24 requirements and 
the California Geological Survey Checklist for Review of Geologic/Seismic Reports for 
California Public Schools, Hospitals, and Essential Services Buildings.  

 A geotechnical report was prepared for the project site to assess geologic hazards. The 
report concluded that the effects of strong seismic ground shaking could be reduced 
through appropriate design and by constructing the buildings in conformance with 
current building codes and accepted engineering practices.25 All project construction 
would adhere to current CBC and LAUSD design standards. Therefore, the potential for 
a significant impact from strong ground shaking is considered less than significant, and 
no further analysis is necessary.  

a.(iii) Less than significant impact. Liquefaction is a seismic phenomenon in which loose, 
saturated, fine-grained granular soils behave similarly to a fluid when subjected to high-
intensity ground shaking. Liquefaction occurs when three general conditions exist: 
(1) shallow groundwater; (2) low-density, fine, clean sandy soils; and (3) high intensity 
ground motion. Studies indicate that saturated, loose and medium dense, near-surface 
cohesionless soils exhibit the highest liquefaction potential, while dry, dense, 
cohesionless soils and cohesive soils exhibit low to negligible liquefaction potential.  

A review of the State of California Seismic Hazard Zone Map for the Calabasas 
Quadrangle indicates that the site is located in an area that has the potential for 
liquefaction.26  

As indicated in the Program EIR, project construction will adhere to all current standard 
of practice, as outlined in the “Recommended Procedures for Implementation of DMG 
Special Publication 117, Guidelines for Analyzing and Mitigating Liquefaction in 
California” and “Special Publication 117A, Guidelines for Evaluating and Mitigating 
Seismic Hazards in California.” Furthermore, the geotechnical report prepared for the 
project found that the effects of liquefaction could be reduced with proper design and 
construction in accordance with current engineering practices.27 

                                                      
23  Geocon West, Inc. Geologic/Seismic Hazard, May 2016 
24  Geocon West, Inc. Geologic/Seismic Hazard, May 2016 
25    Geocon West, Inc. Geologic/Seismic Hazard, May 2016 
26  Geocon West, Inc. Geologic/Seismic Hazard, May 2016 
27  Geocon West, Inc. Geologic/Seismic Hazard, May 2016 
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Therefore, compliance with existing building codes and engineering practice would 
ensure impacts related to liquefaction will be less than significant and no further 
analysis is necessary.  

a.(iv) Less than significant impact. Landslides and other types of slope failures, such as 
lateral spreading, can result in areas with varying topography in the event of an 
earthquake. The site is not located within an area identified as having a potential for 
slope instability, nor in an area having a potential for seismic slope instability.28 The site 
and surrounding vicinity is generally flat. Therefore, the likelihood of seismically 
induced landslides affecting the project site is considered to be low. Impacts would be 
less than significant. No further analysis is required in the EIR. 

b) Less than significant impact. Erosion is the movement of rock and soil from place to 
place and is a natural process. Common agents of erosion in the vicinity of the project 
area include wind and flowing water. Significant erosion typically occurs on steep 
slopes where stormwater and high winds can carry topsoil down hillsides. Erosion can 
be increased greatly by earthmoving activities if erosion-control measures are not used.  

 The project site is located in a residential area of the City, with the site and surrounding 
vicinity being generally flat. No major slopes or bluffs are on or adjacent to the project 
site. The proposed project is an educational facility that will include landscaped and 
hardscaped area, and will not contain large amounts of exposed soil. Following the 
completion of construction of the proposed project, the potential for soil erosion or the 
loss of topsoil is expected to be extremely low.  

Construction of the proposed project would involve soil disturbance activities including 
grading that will leave soil on the project site exposed. Common means of soil erosion 
include water, wind, and being tracked off-site by vehicles. These activities could result 
in soil erosion. However, the proposed project would be subject to local and state codes 
and requirements for erosion control and grading during construction. Including, but 
not limited to, grading permits and haul route approval from the City and LAUSD, 
which include requirements and standards designed to limit potential impacts to 
acceptable levels. In addition, the proposed project would be required to comply with 
standard regulations, including South Coast Air Quality Management District Rule 402, 
which will reduce construction erosion impacts. Rule 402 requires dust suppression 
techniques be implemented to prevent dust and soil erosion from creating a nuisance 
off-site. 

Additionally, the Construction General Permit (CGP) issued by the State Water 
Resources Control Board (SWRCB), effective July 1, 2010, regulates construction 
activities to minimize water pollution, including sediment. The proposed project would 

                                                      
28  Geocon West, Inc. Geologic/Seismic Hazard, May 2016 



 
Impact Sciences 
0695.017 

Page 43 of 106 Hale Charter Academy at Highlander 
Los Angeles Unified School District 

 

be subject to National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permitting 
regulations, including the development and implementation of a Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP). Construction contractors would be required to prepare and 
implement a SWPPP and associated best management practices (BMPs). Adherence to 
the BMPs in the SWPPP would reduce, prevent, or minimize soil erosion from project-
related grading and construction activities. In addition, the proposed project would be 
subject to the Program EIR SC-HWQ-2 Compliance Checklist for Stormwater 
Requirements at a Construction Site.  

• SC-HWQ-2 Compliance Checklist for Stormwater Requirements at a 
Construction Site: This checklist has requirements for compliance with the 
General Construction Activity Permit and is used by OEHS to evaluate permit 
compliance. Requirements listed include a SWPPP; BMPs for minimizing storm 
water pollution to be specified in a SWPPP; and monitoring storm water 
discharges to ensure that sedimentation of downstream waters remains within 
regulatory limits 

Therefore, soil erosion impacts from grading and construction activities associated with 
construction and operation of the proposed project would not occur and soil erosion 
impacts would be less than significant. No further analysis is required in the EIR. 

c) Less than significant impact. Potential impacts with regard to liquefaction and 
landslide potential are evaluated above.  

 Building improvements founded on collapsible soils may be damaged by sudden and 
often induced settlement when these soils are saturated after construction. Collapsible 
soils are typified by low values of dry unit weight and natural water content. The 
amount of settlement depends on the applied vertical stresses and the extent of wetting 
and available water. Published geologic maps of the area indicated that the site is 
underlain by Holocene age alluvium consisting of poorly consolidated silty sand, sandy 
silt, sandy clay, and clay.29 However, the geotechnical report concluded that effects 
related to soil suitability, including seismically-induced settlement and subsidence could 
be reduced with adherence to proper design and construction in accordance with 
current engineering practices.30  

 Therefore, impacts would be less than significant and no further analysis is necessary. 

d) Less than significant impact. Expansive soils shrink or swell as the moisture content 
decreases or increases; the shrinking or swelling can shift, crack, or break structures built 
on such soils. Published geologic maps of the area indicated that the site is underlain by 

                                                      
29  Geocon West, Inc. Geologic/Seismic Hazard, May 2016 
30  Geocon West, Inc. Geologic/Seismic Hazard, May 2016 



 
Impact Sciences 
0695.017 

Page 44 of 106 Hale Charter Academy at Highlander 
Los Angeles Unified School District 

 

Holocene age alluvium consisting of poorly consolidated silty sand, sandy silt, sandy 
clay, and clay.31  

 As stated above in Section VI (c), all potential impact from soil quality would be 
reduced through compliance with proper design and construction practices. Therefore,, 
impacts would be less than significant, and no further analysis is needed in the EIR. 

e) No impact. Project implementation would not use septic tanks or alternative wastewater 
disposal systems. The proposed project would connect to the existing sewer system. 
Therefore, no impact would occur, and no further study is required.  

  

                                                      
31  Geocon West, Inc. Geologic/Seismic Hazard, May 2016 
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
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Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

VII. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS. 
Would the project: 

a) Generate greenhouse gas 
emissions, either directly or 
indirectly, that may have a 
significant impact on the 
environment? 

    

b) Conflict with an applicable 
plan, policy or regulation 
adopted for the purpose of 
reducing the emissions of 
greenhouse gases? 

    

Background 

Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions refer to a group of emissions that are believed to affect 
global climate conditions. These gases trap heat in the atmosphere and the major 
concern is that increases in GHG emissions are causing global climate change. Global 
climate change is a change in the average weather on earth that can be measured by 
wind patterns, storms, precipitation and temperature. Although there is disagreement as 
to the speed of global warming and the extent of the impacts attributable to human 
activities, most agree that there is a direct link between increased emission of GHGs and 
long-term global temperature. What GHGs have in common is that they allow sunlight 
to enter the atmosphere, but trap a portion of the outward-bound infrared radiation and 
warm up the air. The process is similar to the effect a greenhouse has in raising the 
internal temperature, hence the name greenhouse gases. Both natural processes and 
human activities emit GHGs. The accumulation of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere 
regulates the earth’s temperature; however, it is the scientific consensus that emissions 
from human activities such as electricity generation and motor vehicle operations have 
elevated the concentration of GHGs in the atmosphere. This accumulation of GHGs has 
contributed to an increase in the temperature of the earth’s atmosphere and contributed 
to global climate change. 

The principal GHGs are carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N2O), 
sulfur hexafluoride (SF6), perfluorocarbons (PFCs), hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), and 
water vapor (H2O). CO2 is the reference gas for climate change because it is the 
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predominant greenhouse gas emitted. To account for the varying warming potential of 
different GHGs, GHG emissions are often quantified and reported as CO2 equivalents 
(CO2e). 

According to the 2010 California Climate Action Team (CAT) Report, temperature 
increases arising from increased GHG emissions potentially could result in a variety of 
impacts to the people, economy, and environment of California associated with a 
projected increase in extreme conditions, with the severity of the impacts depending 
upon actual future emissions of GHGs and associated warming. 

In 2005, in recognition of California’s vulnerability to the effects of climate change, 
Governor Schwarzenegger established Executive Order S-3-05, which sets forth a series 
of target dates by which statewide emissions of GHG would be progressively reduced, 
as follows: 

By 2010, reduce GHG emissions to 2000 levels; 

By 2020, reduce GHG emissions to 1990 levels; and 

By 2050, reduce GHG emissions to 80 percent below 1990 levels. 

In response to Executive Order S-3-05, the Secretary of Cal/EPA created the CAT, which, 
in March 2006, published the first CAT Report (2006 CAT Report). The 2006 CAT Report 
identified a recommended list of strategies that the State could pursue to reduce climate 
change GHG emissions. These are strategies that could be implemented by various State 
agencies to ensure that the Governor’s targets are met and can be met with existing 
authority of the State agencies. 

In 2006, California passed the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 
(Assembly Bill No. 32; California Health and Safety Code Division 25.5, Sections 38500, 
et seq., or AB 32), which requires the California Air Resources Board (ARB) to design 
and implement emission limits, regulations, and other measures, such that feasible and 
cost-effective statewide GHG emissions are reduced to 1990 levels by 2020. 

As a central requirement of AB 32, the ARB was assigned the task of developing a 
Scoping Plan that outlines the State’s strategy to achieve the 2020 GHG emissions limit. 
This Scoping Plan, which was developed by the ARB in coordination with the CAT, was 
published in October 2008. The Scoping Plan proposed a comprehensive set of actions 
designed to reduce overall GHG emissions in California, improve the environment, 
reduce the State’s dependence on oil, diversify the State’s energy sources, save energy, 
create new jobs, and enhance public health. An important component of the plan is a 
cap-and-trade program covering 85 percent of the State’s emissions. Additional key 
recommendations of the Scoping Plan include strategies to enhance and expand proven 
cost-saving energy efficiency programs; implementation of California’s clean cars 
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standards; increases in the amount of clean and renewable energy used to power the 
State; and implementation of a low-carbon fuel standard that will make the fuels used in 
the State cleaner. Furthermore, the Scoping Plan also proposes full deployment of the 
California Solar Initiative, high-speed rail, water-related energy efficiency measures, and 
a range of regulations to reduce emissions from trucks and from ships docked in 
California ports. The Proposed Scoping Plan was approved by the ARB on December 11, 
2008. 

Because climate change is already affecting California and current emissions will 
continue to drive climate change in the coming decades, the need to adapt to the impacts 
of climate change is recognized by the State of California. The 2009 California Climate 
Adaptation Strategy Discussion Draft (the Strategy) begins what will be an ongoing 
process of adaptation, as directed by Governor Schwarzenegger’s Executive Order S-13-
08. The goals of the strategy are to analyze risks and vulnerabilities and identify 
strategies to reduce the risks. Once the strategies are identified and prioritized, 
government resources will be identified. Finally, the strategy includes identifying 
research needs and educating the public. 

Climate change risks are evaluated using two distinct approaches: (1) projecting the 
amount of climate change that may occur using computer-based global climate models 
and (2) assessing the natural or human system’s ability to cope with and adapt to change 
by examining historical experience with climate variability and extrapolating this to 
understand how the systems may respond to the additional impact of climate change. 
The major anticipated climate changes expected in the State of California include 
increases in temperature, decreases in precipitation, particularly as snowfall, and 
increases in sea level, as discussed above. These gradual changes will also lead to an 
increasing number of extreme events, such as heat waves, wildfires, droughts, and 
floods. This would impact public health, ocean and coast resources, water supply, 
agriculture, biodiversity, and the transportation and energy infrastructures. 

Key preliminary adaptation recommendations included in the Strategy are as follows: 

• Appointment of a Climate Adaptation Advisory Panel; 

• Improved water management in anticipation of reduced water supplies, 
including a 20 percent reduction in per capita water use by 2020; 

• Consideration of project alternatives that avoid significant new development 
in areas that cannot be adequately protected from flooding due to climate 
change; 

• Preparation of agency-specific adaptation plans, guidance or criteria by 
September 2010; 
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• Consideration of climate change impacts for all significant State projects; 

• Assessment of climate change impacts on emergency preparedness; 

• Identification of key habitats and development of plans to minimize adverse 
effects from climate change; 

• Development of guidance by the California Department of Public Health by 
September 2010 for use by local health departments to assess adaptation 
strategies; 

• Amendment of Plans to assess climate change impacts and develop local risk 
reduction strategies by communities with General Plans and Local Coastal 
Plans; and 

• Inclusion of climate change impact information into fire program planning 
by State firefighting agencies. 

In August 2007, the Legislature adopted Senate Bill 97 (SB 97), which required the 
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) to prepare and transmit new CEQA 
guidelines for the mitigation of GHG emissions or the effects of GHG emissions to the 
Natural Resources Agency by July 1, 2009. On April 13, 2009, OPR submitted to the 
Secretary for Natural Resources its proposed amendments to the state CEQA Guidelines 
for greenhouse gas emissions, as required by Senate Bill 97. These proposed CEQA 
Guideline amendments provided guidance to public agencies regarding the analysis and 
mitigation of the effects of greenhouse gas emissions in draft CEQA documents. On 
December 31, 2009, the Natural Resources Agency transmitted the Adopted 
Amendments and the entire rule-making file to the Office of Administrative Law (OAL). 
On February 16, 2010, OAL approved the Adopted Amendments and filed them with 
the Secretary of State for inclusion in the California Code of Regulations. The Adopted 
Amendments became effective on March 18, 2010. 

In the CEQA Guideline Amendments, a threshold of significance for greenhouse gas 
emissions was not specified, nor does it prescribe assessment methodologies or specific 
mitigation measures. Instead, the amendments encourage lead agencies to consider 
many factors in performing a CEQA analysis and rely on the lead agencies to make their 
own significance threshold determinations based upon substantial evidence. The CEQA 
Amendments also encourage public agencies to make use of programmatic mitigation 
plans and programs from which to tier when they perform individual project analyses. 

There are several unique challenges to analyzing greenhouse gas emissions and climate 
change under CEQA, largely because of climate change’s “global” nature. Typical CEQA 
analyses address local actions that have local – or, at most, regional – impacts, whereas 
climate change presents the considerable challenge of analyzing the relationship 
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between local activities and the resulting potential, if any, for global environmental 
impacts. Most environmental analyses examine the “project-specific” impacts that a 
particular project is likely to generate. With regard to global warming, however, it is 
generally accepted that while the magnitude of global warming effects may be 
substantial, the GHG emissions from a single general development project would have 
no noticeable effect on global climate. 

For greenhouse gas emissions and global warming, there is not, at this time, one 
established, universally agreed-upon “threshold of significance” by which to measure an 
impact. While the ARB published some draft thresholds several years ago, they were 
never adopted and the ARB recommended that local air districts and lead agencies 
adopt their own thresholds for GHG impacts. 

The SCAQMD has published draft thresholds using a tiered approach. The draft 
approach as most recently updated in September 2010 is as follows:32 

Tier 1: Is the project exempt from further analysis under existing statutory or 
categorical exemptions? If yes, there is a presumption of less than significant impacts 
with respect to climate change.  

Tier 2: Is the project’s GHG emission within the GHG budgets in an approved 
regional plan? (The plan must be consistent with State CEQA Guidelines 
§§15064(h)(3), 15125(d), or 15152(s).) If yes, there is a presumption of less than 
significant impacts with respect to climate change. 

Tier 3: Is the project’s incremental increase in GHG emissions below or mitigated to 
less than the significance screening level (10,000 metric tons of carbon dioxide 
equivalent [MTCO2e] per year for industrial projects; 3,500 MTCO2e for residential 
projects; 1,400 MTCO2e for commercial projects; 3,000 MTCO2e for mixed-use or all 
land use projects)? If yes, there is a presumption of less than significant impacts with 
respect to climate change. 

Tier 4: Does the project meet one of the following performance standards? If yes, 
there is a presumption of less than significant impacts with respect to climate 
change.  

Option #1: Achieve some percentage reduction in GHG emissions from a base case 
scenario, including land use sector reductions from AB 32. 

Option #2: For individual projects, achieve a project-level efficiency target of 4.8 
MTCO2e per service population by 2020 or a target of 3.0 MTCO2e per service 

                                                      
32  South Coast Air Quality Management District, “Greenhouse Gases (GHG) CEQA Significance Thresholds 

Working Group Meeting #6,” http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/GHG/2008/oct22mtg/oct22.html. 2008. 
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population by 2035. For plans, achieve a plan-level efficiency target of 6.6 MTCO2e 
per service population by 2020 or a target of 4.1 MTCO2e per service population by 
2035. 

Tier 5: Does the project obtain offsets alone or in combination with the above to 
achieve the target significance screening level (offsets provided for 30-year project 
life, unless project life limited by permit, lease, or other legally binding conditions)? 
If yes, there is a presumption of less than significant impacts with respect to climate 
change. Otherwise, the project is significant. 

The SCAQMD has not announced when or if, in light of recent CEQA case law, staff is 
expecting to present a finalized version of these thresholds to the Governing Board for 
consideration. The SCAQMD has adopted Rules 2700, 2701, and 2702 that address GHG 
reductions; however, these rules are currently applicable to boilers and process heaters, 
forestry, and manure management projects. 

The Tier 3 thresholds are the most applicable to this project. Tier 3 requires that a 
project’s incremental increase in GHG emissions should be below or mitigated to less 
than the significance screening level. Proposed projects that do not exceed the thresholds 
would not be considered to have a significant impact on the attainment of air quality 
goals and would, therefore, be considered to be consistent with the current air quality 
plan.  

Responses: 

a) Less than significant impact. The proposed project would generate direct GHG 
emissions from new vehicle trips and onsite area sources. Additionally, indirect 
emissions from offsite energy production required for onsite activities, water use, and 
waste disposal would also be generated. The Program EIR estimated GHG emissions for 
Central Los Angeles High School No. 12. This project entailed the construction of a 19-
classroom high school facility on a 1.28-acre LAUSD-owned site, adjacent to the existing 
Miguel Contreras Learning Complex. Based on the analysis, it was not anticipated that 
development under the school upgrade program would generate GHG emissions that 
would exceed the SCAQMD significance thresholds. Schools are typically growth 
accommodating land uses built to serve the local community; therefore, a new school 
would reduce the overall VMT in the region (by eliminated the need to drive long 
distances to schools) and thereby reduce mobile-source GHG emissions. Table 1, GHG 
Emissions of an LAUSD School, shows the total emissions generated from Central 
Region High School No. 12.  
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Table 1 
GHG Emissions of an LAUSD School 

Central Los Angeles High School No. 121 
Source MTCO2e/Year Percent of Project Total 

Area 0 0% 

Energy 241 17% 

Transportation 938 64% 

Waste 227 16% 

Water 39 1% 

Amortized Construction Emissions2 30 2% 

Total 1,475 100% 

Proposed SCAQMD Bright-Line 
Screening Threshold 3,000 MTCO2e NA 

Exceeds Proposed Bright-Line 
Screening Threshold? No NA 

    
Source: LAUSD School Upgrade Program EIR, June 2014, Table 5.7-4 
Notes: The sum of the emissions does not equal 100 percent of the total emissions due to rounding. 
1 = Based on 55,361 building square feet of school facilities, capacity of 500 high school students, and 855 average 
daily trips generated 

2 = As construction emissions are short-term, they are amortized over 30 years per SCAQMD methodology33 
 

 As shown in the table, development of a new school would not exceed the proposed 
SCAQMD significance thresholds of 3,000 MTons. Future school projects would comply 
with the Scoping Plan early action statewide measures (e.g., low-carbon fuel standard 
and renewable portfolio standard) and would also be built to meet the latest Building 
Energy Efficiency Standards and CALGreen. Compliance with these statewide 
requirements and measures would reduce GHG emissions. 

 It is important to note that no individual project is large enough to single-handedly 
result in increased concentrations of GHG globally. GHGs are not necessarily confined 
in a specific air basin, and are usually dispersed into the atmosphere. As such, it is 
important to analyze impacts cumulatively and not by a project-by-project basis. The 
proposed project would not increase student enrollment in the area, but instead would 
allow students in Local District Northwest the choice to attend the proposed Hale 
Charter Academy over another local school after grade 8.  

In addition, the proposed project would be subject to the GHG SCs included in the 
Program EIR. SC-GHG-1 through SC-GHG-5 (included below), would require water 

                                                      
33  South Coast Air Quality Management District, 2020 GHG CEQA Significance Thresholds Working Group 

Meeting 15 
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and energy efficient features and measures be included prior to operation of the 
proposed project.  

• SC-GHG-1: During school operation, LAUSD shall perform regular 
preventative maintenance on pumps, valves, piping, and tanks to minimize 
water loss. 

• SC-GHG-2: LAUSD shall utilize automatic sprinklers set to irrigate 
landscaping during the early morning hours to reduce water loss from 
evaporation. 

• SC-GHG-3: LAUSD shall reset automatic sprinkler timers to water less during 
cooler months and rainy season. 

• SC-GHG-4: LAUSD shall develop a water budget for landscape (both non-
recreational and recreational) and ornamental water use to conform to the local 
water efficient landscape ordinance. If no local ordinance is applicable, then use 
the landscape and ornamental budget outlined by the California Department of 
Water Resources.  

• SC-GHG-5: LAUSD shall ensure that the time dependent valued energy of the 
proposed project design is at least 10 percent, with a goal of 20 percent less than 
a standard design that is a minimum compliance with the California Title 24, 
Part 6 energy efficiency standards that are in force at the time the project is 
submitted to the Division of the State Architect.  

 Application of these SCs would further reduce the proposed project’s GHG emissions. 
Therefore, the cumulative contribution to GHG emissions from the project would be less 
than significant. No further analysis is necessary in the EIR. 

b) Less than significant impact. In response to concern regarding GHGs and global 
climate change, the state passed Assembly Bill 32 (AB 32) also known as the California 
Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006. AB 32 (Health and Safety Code Section 38500 et. 
Seq.) mandated a reduction in the state’s GHG levels. AB 32 is the basis for reduction of 
GHG emissions in California. Local agencies such as the SCAQMD base their planning 
and regulations on the requirements included in AB 32, which include a reduction of 
GHG emissions to 1990 rates by 2020. The SCAQMD adopted the GHG significance 
thresholds specifically to meet AB 32 requirements within its jurisdiction, and so plans 
and projects that meet those thresholds can be assumed to meet the requirements of AB 
32.  

 Senate Bill 32 (SB 32) was signed into law on August 31, 2016. This bill requires CARB to 
adopt rules and regulations to ensure that statewide GHG emissions are reduced to 40 
percent below the 1990 level by 2030. 
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 The project site is within the jurisdiction of the SCAQMD. As the net emissions 
associated with the proposed project would be well below the SCAQMD thresholds, the 
proposed project would not conflict with plans, policies, or regulations for reducing 
GHG emissions. As a result, the proposed project would not conflict with the state’s 
ability to meet its GHG goals under AB 32 and SB 32. 

 In addition, Senate Bill 375 (SB 375) passed by the State of California in 2009, requires 
metropolitan regions to adopt transportation plans and sustainable communities 
strategy that reduce vehicle miles travelled. In accordance with SB 375, SCAG prepared 
and adopted the 2016 RTP/SCS with the primary goal of enhancing sustainability by 
increasing multi-modal transportation options, and identifying land use strategies that 
focus new housing and job growth in areas served by public transit. Additionally, the 
2016 RTP/SCS reaffirms the 2008 Advisory Land Use Policies that were incorporated 
into the 2012 RTP/SCS. Development of the proposed project would fill the educational 
needs of Local District Northwest (i.e., accommodate the existing interest of performing 
and visual arts fields from the residents of the area) and would not conflict with any 
plans, policies, or regulations adopted for the purpose of reducing GHG emissions. 

 Impacts would be less than significant and no further analysis is required in the EIR. 
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

VIII. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS 
MATERIALS. Would the project: 

a) Create a significant hazard to 
the public or the environment 
through the routine transport, 
use, or disposal of hazardous 
materials? 

    

b) Create a significant hazard to 
the public or the environment 
through reasonably foreseeable 
upset and accident conditions 
involving the release of 
hazardous materials into the 
environment? 

    

c) Emit hazardous emissions or 
handle hazardous or acutely 
hazardous materials, 
substances, or waste within 
one-quarter mile of an existing 
or proposed school? 

    

d) Be located on a site which is 
included on a list of hazardous 
materials sites compiled 
pursuant to Government Code 
section 65962.5 and, as a result, 
would it create a significant 
hazard to the public or the 
environment? 
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

e) For a project located within an 
airport land use plan or, where 
such a plan has not been 
adopted, within 2 miles of a 
public airport or public use 
airport, would the project result 
in a safety hazard for people 
residing or working in the 
project area? 

    

f) For a project within the vicinity 
of a private airstrip, would the 
project result in a safety hazard 
for people residing or working 
in the project area? 

    

g) Impair implementation of or 
physically interfere with an 
adopted emergency response 
plan or emergency evacuation 
plan? 

    

h) Expose people or structures to a 
significant risk of loss, injury, or 
death involving wildland fires, 
including where wildlands are 
adjacent to urbanized areas or 
where residences are 
intermixed with wildlands? 
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

i) Be located on a site that is (a) a 
current of former hazardous 
waste disposal site or solid 
waste disposal site and, if so, 
has the waste been removed; 
(b) a hazardous substance 
release site identified by the 
State Department of Health 
Services in a current list 
adopted pursuant to Section 
25356 of Division 20 of the 
Health and Safety Code; or (c) a 
site that contains one or more 
pipelines, situated 
underground or above ground, 
which carries materials or 
hazardous wastes, unless the 
pipeline is a natural gas line 
which is used only to supply 
natural gas to that school or 
neighborhood? 

    

j) Be located on a site where the 
property line less than the 
following distance from the 
edge of respective power line 
easement: 

• 100 feet of a 50-133 kV line, 

• 150 feet of a 220-230 kV line, or 

• 350 feet of a 500-550 kV line? 
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

k) Be located on a site that is 
within 1,500 feet of a railroad 
track easement? 

    

l) Be located on a site that is 
adjacent or near to a major 
arterial roadway or freeway 
that may pose a safety hazard? 

    

m) Be located on a site that is near 
a reservoir, water storage tanks 
or high-pressure water lines? 

    

n) Be located within 1,500 feet of a 
pipeline that may pose a safety 
hazard? 

    

o) Be located on a site that does 
not have a proportionate length 
to width ratio to accommodate 
the building layout, parking 
and play fields that can be 
safely supervised? 

    

p) Be located on a site where the 
existing or proposed zoning of 
the surrounding properties is 
incompatible with schools and 
may pose a health or safety risk 
to students? 

    

q) Be located on a site that 
contains, or is near, propane 
tanks that can pose a safety 
hazard? 
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

r) Be located on a site with a 
traffic pattern for school buses 
that can pose a safety hazard? 

    

s) Be located on a site that is 
within 2,000 feet of a significant 
disposal of hazardous waste? 

    

Responses:  

a) Less than significant impact. A significant impact would occur if the proposed project 
would create a significant hazard though the routine transfer, use, or disposal of 
hazardous materials. Construction of the proposed project would involve the use of 
potentially hazardous materials, including vehicle fuels, oils, and transmission fluids. 
However, the transport, use, and disposal of construction-related hazardous materials 
would occur in conformance with all applicable local, state, and federal regulations 
governing such activities.  

The proposed project is an educational facility and would not involve the routine 
transport, storage, production, use, or disposal of hazardous materials or use of 
pressurized tanks during operation. Small amounts of pesticides may be stored for the 
maintenance of landscaped areas and limited quantities of custodial and maintenance 
products, including commercial cleansers, lubricants, and paints would also be store on 
site.  

The design and operation of the proposed project would satisfy all legal requirements by 
providing for and maintaining appropriate storage areas for hazardous materials, 
installing or affixing appropriate warning signs and labels, using commercial services 
that specialize in the recycling of used hazardous substances (i.e., collecting hazardous 
materials on a regular basis to minimize the quantity stored on campus), installing 
emergency wash areas for flushing irritating substances from eyes and exposed skin 
areas should such contact occur, providing well-ventilated areas in which to use paints 
and solvents, and maintaining adult supervision during student’s use of hazardous 
materials. All hazardous materials would be contained, stored, and used in accordance 
with manufacturers’ instructions and handled in compliance with applicable standards 
and regulations. Any associated risk would be adequately reduced to a less than 
significant level through compliance with these standards and regulations, and would 
not pose significant hazards to the public or the environment.  
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Therefore, operational impacts related to the transport, use, or disposal of hazardous 
materials use would be less than significant. No further analysis is required in the EIR. 

b) Less than significant impact. A significant impact would occur if the proposed project 
created a significant hazard to the public or environment due to a reasonably foreseeable 
release of hazardous materials. Construction of the proposed project would involve the 
use of potentially hazardous materials, including vehicle fuels, oils, and transmission 
fluids. However, the transport, use, and disposal of construction-related hazardous 
materials would occur in conformance with all applicable local, state, and federal 
regulations governing such activities. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant, 
and no further analysis is required. 

The proposed project would not create a hazard through upset or accident conditions 
involving hazardous materials. As discussed in Threshold (a) above, the use of 
hazardous materials and substances at school facilities during operations would be 
minimal and in small quantities. Additionally, all materials and substances would be 
subject to applicable health and safety requirements stipulated by LAUSD OEHS 
including Chemical Hygiene, Safe School Inspections, and Environmental Compliance 
Programs.34 This would include affixing appropriate warning signs and labels, 
installing emergency wash areas, providing well-ventilated areas and special plumbing, 
and maintaining adult supervision. Compliance with existing regulations would result 
in no reasonably foreseeable upset or accident conditions that would create a significant 
hazard to the public due to the release of hazardous materials. Potential operation 
impacts related to hazardous materials would be less than significant. No further 
analysis is required in the EIR. 

c) Less than significant impact. The project site is located in a residential area of the City, 
dominated by single-family uses. Haynes Charter for Enriched Studies is located 
approximately 1,900 feet to the south, and Welby Way Elementary School is located 
approximately 2,100 feet to the southeast of the project site. No schools are located 
within 0.25 mile of the project site. 

As discussed in Threshold (a) above, construction of the proposed project would 
involve the use of those hazardous materials that are typically necessary for construction 
of educational facilities (i.e., paints, building materials, cleaners, fuel for construction 
equipment, etc.). There is the potential for accidental release of these materials during 
construction or during demolition of the remaining buildings on the project site. 
However, as no schools are located within 0.25 miles of the project site, there would be 
no impact to existing schools during construction. 

                                                      
34  Refer to OEHS Chemical Evaluation and Chemical Safety Coordinator programs online at 

http://achieve.lausd.net/Page/2562 
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As the proposed project is a school, impacts could occur if hazardous materials were 
released on the project site during operation. Operation of the proposed project may 
require a limited quantity of hazardous materials (e.g., for landscaping, custodial, and 
educational purposes) be stored on the project site. 

Examples of such materials could include but are not limited to cleaning solvents, 
pesticides and herbicides for landscaping, and painting supplies. All potentially 
hazardous materials transported, stored, or used on site for daily upkeep will be 
contained, stored, and used in accordance with manufacturers’ instructions and handled 
in compliance with applicable regulations set forth by LAUSD Office of Environmental 
Health and Safety (OEHS) including Chemical Hygiene, Safe School Inspections, and 
Environmental Compliance Programs35.  

Further, procedures for the systematic evacuation of students from classrooms and other 
school facilities are established and practiced by the LAUSD at all schools. Each school’s 
Safe School Plan describes procedures to be followed in the event of a biological or 
chemical release.  

Compliance with applicable laws, regulations, and standard LAUSD policies and 
practices during project construction and operation would ensure that impacts 
associated with upset or accidental conditions which could cause a release of hazardous 
materials are less than significant, and no further analysis is necessary.  

d) Less than significant impact.  The proposed project is not located on a site that is 
included on a list of hazardous materials pursuant to Government Code 65962.5, which 
is the Hazardous Waste and Substances (Cortese) List.36 A review of the Cortese List 
compiled on the Department of Toxic Substances Control, the State Water Board, and 
CAL EPA showed that the site is not identified on any of these database lists.37,38 The 
project site was formerly in use as an elementary school from approximately 1964 
through 1982. Potential impacts would be less than significant, and no further analysis is 
required in the EIR. 

e-f) No impact. The proposed project would not result in safety hazards regarding airports 
and airplanes. The project site is not located within an airport safety zone. The nearest 
airports are the Van Nuys Airport approximately 10 miles to the east, Whiteman Airport 

                                                      
35  Refer to OEHS Chemical Evaluation and Chemical Safety Coordinator programs online at 

http://achieve.lausd.net/Page/2562 
36  https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/map/?CMD=runreport&myaddress=23834+highlander+road, accessed 

October 7, 2016 
37  Cortese List data Resources, http://www.calepa.ca.gov/sitecleanup/corteselist/, accessed October 7, 2016 
38  Cortese List, http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/SiteCleanup/Cortese_List.cfm, accessed October 7, 2016 

https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/map/?CMD=runreport&myaddress=23834+highlander+road
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approximately 15 miles to the northeast, and the Bob Hope Airport approximately 17 
miles to the east. No impact would occur and no further analysis is needed in the EIR. 

g) Less than significant impact. The project is not anticipated to interfere with an 
emergency response plan or evacuation plan.  

 As stated in the Program EIR, district schools are required to comply with the California 
Education Code Sections 32281-32289 dealing with the preparation of “Safe School 
Plans.” These plans help develop an emergency response protocol during an emergency 
on a District site, including renovation, modification work, and contracted work. As 
required by SC-T-4 (included below), a Construction Traffic Plan would be submitted to 
the City for review and approval.  

• SC-T-4: LAUSD shall require its contractors to submit a construction 
worksite traffic control plan to the LADOT for review prior to construction. The 
plan will show the location of any haul routes, hours of operation, protective 
devices, warning signs, and access to abutting properties LAUSD shall 
encourage its contractor to limit construction-related trucks to off-peak commute 
periods. As required by Caltrans, applicable transportation related safety 
measures shall be implemented during construction. 

The Construction Traffic Plan would detail haul routes, potential lane closures and 
construction hours. Advance notice of the construction timing and phasing will allow 
the City to appropriately plan for lane closures, etc. Implementation of SC-T-4 would 
ensure impacts related to emergency response would be less than significant.  

 LAUSD has developed a district-wide Emergency Operation Plan (EOP) that addresses 
the District’s responsibilities in emergencies such as natural disaster, human-caused 
emergencies, and technological incidents.39 The EOP provides a framework for 
coordination of response and recovery efforts within the District in coordination with 
local, state, and federal agencies. The EOP meets the requirements of Los Angeles 
County’s policies on emergency response and planning and the Standardized 
Emergency Management System (SEMS) operations area response.  

 Based on LAUSD’s standard plans and procedures related to emergency response, 
impacts to existing emergency response plans and/or evacuation plans/routes would be 
less than significant and no further analysis in the EIR is necessary. 

h) Less than significant impact. The proposed project may expose people or structures to a 
substantial risk of wildland fires. The project site is located in a developed, residential 
area of the City of Los Angeles. Bell Canyon is approximately 3900 feet to west of the 

                                                      
39  LAUSD Emergency Operations Plan, Updated April 2010. 
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project site, and is identified as a Mountain Fire District. Furthermore, the project site is 
located within a Fire Buffer District, as identified by the City’s General Plan.40 In 
addition, the project site is zoned as a very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone. 

 As stated in the Program EIR, any new construction to District campuses that occurs 
within a designated Fire Hazard Severity Zone would comply with applicable building 
and fire code requirements, including Chapter 7A of the California Building Code 
(CBC), “Materials and Construction Methods for Exterior Wildfire Exposure,” and 
Chapter 49 of the California Fire Code, “Requirements for Wildland-Urban Interface Fire 
Areas.” All Fire Hazard Severity Zones in the District are considered to be within 
wildland-urban interface fire areas. 

 Compliance with these existing regulatory requirements and building codes would 
ensure that any new school construction would not expose people or structures to a 
significant risk involving wildland fires. Impacts from wildland fires would be less than 
significant. 

California Department of Education Thresholds 

Title 5 of the California Code of Regulation Section 14010 incorporates health and safety 
factors provided in the California Department of Education’s (CDE) School Site Selection 
and Approval Guide. In combination with the thresholds provided in the State CEQA 
Guidelines, these thresholds (Thresholds i through s, below) ensure that schools provide 
a safe learning environment for students. It is important to note that these following 
thresholds are tied to site acquisition. As LAUSD already owns the project site, CDE 
thresholds will be analyzed on whether the proposed project would exacerbate existing 
conditions. The following discussions provide analysis of the CDE school site safety 
thresholds.   

i) Less than significant impact. The State Department of Health Services has not identified 
the project site as a hazardous substance release site, nor does the site contain one or 
more pipelines which transport hazardous waste.41 The site has not been used as a 
hazardous waste disposal site. Impacts related to being located on a hazardous materials 
disposal site would be less than significant. No further analysis is required in the EIR. 

j) Less than significant impact. The site is not expected to create any new significant 
safety hazards or exacerbate any existing safety hazards to students from high voltage 
powerlines or electromagnetic fields within 350 feet of the site. No high voltage power 

                                                      
40  City of Los Angeles Depart of Planning, General Plan Safety Element, Exhibit D – Selected Wildfire Hazard 

Areas in the City of Los Angeles, November 26, 1996 
41  National Pipeline Mapping System, NPMS Public Map Viewer, https://www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov/ 

PublicViewer/composite.jsf, accessed October 7, 2016. 
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lines were observed within 350 feet. No impact would occur, and no further analysis is 
needed in the EIR. 

k) No impact. The project site is not located within 1,500 feet of a railroad track easement. 
Therefore, a Rail Safety Study is not required pursuant to SC-HAZ-3. No impacts would 
occur, and no further study is required. 

l) Less than significant impact. The project site is located in a residential area. Platt 
Avenue/Sherman Way, an arterial roadway, is located approximately 1100 feet east of 
the project site.42 The proximity of this arterial would not pose an immediate safety 
hazard to students and staff accessing the project site. No further analysis is required in 
the EIR. However, a traffic assessment that includes analysis of existing roadway 
hazards and pedestrian safety issues will be prepared for the proposed project and is 
further discussed below in Section XIII Pedestrian Safety.  

m) No impact. Pursuant to CCR, Title 5, Section 14010(h), a school site shall not be located 
near an aboveground water tank that can pose a safety hazard, as determined by a risk 
analysis study conducted by a competent professional. The CDE School Site Selection and 
Approval Guide (2000) extends the regulatory protection for hazardous substance 
pipelines to high-pressure water lines within 1,500 feet of a school site. 

No infrastructure, including water storage tanks, reservoirs, and/or high pressure water 
lines are located near the project site.43 Therefore, no impact would occur and no further 
analysis is necessary in the EIR. 

n) No impact. Pursuant to CEC Section 17213(a)(3), a school district shall not approve a 
project involving the acquisition of a school site that contains one or more aboveground 
or underground pipelines that carry hazardous substances, acutely hazardous materials, 
or hazardous wastes, unless the pipeline is a natural gas line that is used only to supply 
natural gas to that school or neighborhood. Under CCR, Title 5, Section 14010(h) the 
school site shall not be located near a fuel storage tank or within 1,500 feet from the 
easement of an aboveground or underground pipeline that can pose a safety hazard, as 
determined by a risk analysis study conducted by a competent professional, which may 
include certification from a local public utility commission. 

 The proposed project is not located within 1,500 feet of a pipeline that would pose a 
safety hazard.44 No impacts would occur, and no further analysis is required in the EIR.  

                                                      
42  City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning. Canoga Park – Winnetka – Woodland Hills – West Hills 

Community Plan. August 17, 1999. 
43  AECOM, Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment, Highlander Elementary School, June 17, 2016 

National Pipeline Mapping System. https://www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov/PublicViewer/composite.jsf. Accessed 
October 7, 2016. 
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o) No impact. The 7.3-acre project site is roughly rectangular in shape. The site is not 
unusually shaped and has a sufficient length to width ratio that is consistent with CDE 
standards for school sites, which state that the length-to-width should not exceed 2:1. As 
illustrated in the project description, the proposed structures, parking, and play areas 
could be accommodated within the site.  

 In addition, Bell Creek is located directly south of the project site. Sports courts and 
playfields would border Bell Creek (refer to Figure 1, Proposed Project Site Plan), 
which may cause potential safety concerns for students, staff, and faculty in these areas. 
Fencing would be provided along the school borders to ensure the channel is 
inaccessible from the project site. There would be no impact and further analysis is not 
necessary.  

p) No impact. The site is located within a residential community in the neighborhood of 
West Hills, and is surrounded by single-family residential uses and a park. The parcel is 
currently zoned for Public Facilities (PF). As such, no change would occur to land use 
and the proposed project would be sited on an existing school property. Therefore, no 
adverse impacts to student health or safety would occur as a result of surrounding 
development, and no further analysis is required in the EIR. 

q) Less than significant impact. Although no propane tanks are known to be located on 
the project site, propane tanks could be present in single-family dwellings, immediately 
adjacent to the project site. Rules and regulations pertaining to the storage, 
transportation, and use of propane would ensure that all propane tanks would not pose 
a safety hazard to individuals on the project site. Impacts would be less than significant, 
and no further analysis is required in the EIR. 

r) Less than significant impact. Operation of the proposed project would permanently 
increase vehicle, pedestrian, bicycle, school bus, and public transit trips throughout the 
project area and on surrounding roadways. Project related construction activities would 
also temporarily increase vehicle trips on nearby roadways. 

 Individual projects would include the use of standard design and engineering practices, 
such as standard driveway widths and turning radii and provision of adequate line of 
sight to avoid design elements that could result in hazards. Implementation of LAUSD 
OEHS CEQA Specification Manual, Appendix C, Traffic and Pedestrian Safety 
Requirements for New Schools and the School Design Guide, require that bus loading 
areas do not overlap with car loading areas, which would reduce the potential for 
conflicts between cars and buses arriving and departing, especially during peak periods. 

 Under the Design Guide, Section 2.3 LAUSD will: 
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• Ensure adequate and safe access for students, staff and visitors walking, entering 
and circulating on the campus. Vehicle traffic patterns shall not interfere with major 
pedestrian traffic patterns. Foot traffic shall not pass through entrance driveways. 

• Provide safe and clearly indicated student drop-off and pick-up provisions by car 
and bus. 

• Delivery and utility vehicles shall have direct access from the street without crossing 
playgrounds or fields. 

 As such, implementation of standard LAUSD conditions regarding pick-up and drop-off 
operations would reduce potential safety hazards regarding buses. Impacts would be 
less than significant, and no further analysis is necessary. 

s) Less than significant impact. The project site is not known to be located within 2,000 
feet of significant disposal of hazardous waste. No known hazardous waste sites or 
facilities that dispose of significant quantities of hazardous materials are known to exist 
within this distance as this site is predominantly surrounded by residential uses. 
Impacts would be less than significant, and no further analysis is necessary. 

  



 
Impact Sciences 
0695.017 

Page 66 of 106 Hale Charter Academy at Highlander 
Los Angeles Unified School District 

 

Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

IX. HYDROLOGY AND WATER 
QUALITY. Would the project: 

    

a) Violate any water quality 
standards or waste discharge 
requirements? 

    

b) Substantially deplete 
groundwater supplies or interfere 
substantially with groundwater 
recharge such that there would be 
a net deficit in aquifer volume or a 
lowering of the local groundwater 
table level (e.g., the production 
rate of pre-existing nearby wells 
would drop to a level which 
would not support existing land 
uses or planned uses for which 
permits have been granted)? 

    

c) Substantially alter the existing 
drainage pattern of the site or 
area, including through the 
alteration of the course of a stream 
or river, in a manner which would 
result in substantial erosion or 
siltation on-or off-site? 
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

d) Substantially alter the existing 
drainage pattern of the site or 
area, including through alteration 
of the course of a stream or river, 
or substantially increase the rate 
or amount of surface runoff in a 
manner which would result in 
flooding on-or-off-site? 

    

e) Create or contribute runoff water 
which would exceed the capacity 
of existing planned stormwater 
drainage systems or provide 
substantial additional sources of 
polluted runoff? 

    

f) Otherwise substantially degrade 
water quality? 

    

g) Place housing within a 100-year 
flood hazard area as mapped on a 
federal Flood Hazard Boundary or 
Flood Insurance Rate Map or 
other flood hazard delineation 
map? 

    

h) Place within a 100-year flood 
hazard areas structures which 
would impede or redirect flood 
flows? 
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

i) Expose people or structures to a 
significant risk of loss, injury or 
death involving flooding, 
including flooding as a result of 
the failure of a levee or dam? 

    

j) Expose people or structures to a 
significant risk of loss, injury or 
death involving inundation by 
seiche, tsunami, or mudflow?  

    

Responses:  

a) Less than significant impact. As part of Section 402 of the Clean Water Act, the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has established regulations under the 
National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program to control direct 
storm water discharges. In California, the State Water Resources Board (SWRCB) 
administers the NPDES permitting program and is responsible for developing NPDES 
permitting requirements. The NPDES program regulates industrial pollutant discharges, 
which include construction activities. The SWRCB works in coordination with the 
Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) to preserve, protect, enhance, and 
restore water quality. 

A project would normally have a significant impact on surface water quality if 
discharges associated with a project will create pollution, contamination, or nuisance as 
defined in Section 13050 of the California Water Code (CWC) or that cause regulatory 
standards to be violated, as defined in the applicable NPDES stormwater permit or 
Water Quality Control Plan for the receiving water body. For the purpose of this specific 
issue, a significant impact may occur if a project will discharge water which does not 
meet the quality standards of agencies which regulate surface water quality and water 
discharge into stormwater drainage systems. Significant impacts will also occur if a 
project does not comply with all applicable regulations with regard to surface water 
quality as governed by the SWRCB. These regulations include compliance with the 
Standard Urban Storm Water Mitigation Plan (SUSMP) requirements to reduce potential 
water quality impacts. 
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As required under the NPDES, the proposed project would be responsible for the 
preparation of a SWPPP and implementation of BMPs to mitigate the effects of erosion 
and the inherent potential for sedimentation and other pollutants entering the 
stormwater system. The proposed project would also be subject to the Program EIR SC-
HWQ-1 Stormwater Technical Manual and SC-HWQ-2 Compliance Checklist for 
Stormwater Requirements at a Construction Site.  

• SC-HWQ-1 Stormwater Technical Manual: This manual establishes design 
requirements and provides guidance for the cost-effective improvement of water 
quality in new and significantly redeveloped LAUSD school sites. These 
guidelines are intended to improve water quality and mitigate potential impacts 
to the Maximum Extent Practicable (MEP). While these guidelines meet current 
post-construction SUSMP requirements. The guidelines address the mandated 
post-construction element of the NPDES program requirements. 
 

• SC-HWQ-2 Compliance Checklist for Stormwater Requirements at a 
Construction Site: This checklist has requirements for compliance with the 
General Construction Activity Permit and is used by OEHS to evaluate permit 
compliance. Requirements listed include a SWPPP; BMPs for minimizing storm 
water pollution to be specified in a SWPPP; and monitoring storm water 
discharges to ensure that sedimentation of downstream waters remains within 
regulatory limits. 

 Implementation of a SWPPP and compliance with NPDES and City discharge 
requirements will ensure that the construction of the proposed project would not violate 
any water quality standards and discharge requirements, or otherwise substantially 
degrade water quality. Thus, construction related ground disturbance activities as well 
as operation activities would not result in significant impacts to water quality. 
Therefore, water quality impacts would be less than significant and no further analysis 
is required in the EIR. 

b) Less than significant impact. A significant impact would occur if the proposed project 
substantially depleted groundwater or interfered with groundwater recharge.  

 The project site was previously in use as an elementary school.  Due to the poor 
conditions of the buildings on the campus, the school was demolished in 2016, but the 
site currently retains most of its pavement and parking lots that already consist of 
impermeable surfaces. Build out of the proposed project would not create substantially 
more impermeable surfaces that would disrupt groundwater recharge more than what 
currently exists. In fact, the proposed project would include play fields and additional 
landscaped areas, which could allow more percolation of rainwater to groundwater, as 
well as opportunities for newer technologies such a permeable pavement, bioswales and 
similar uses.  
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 Furthermore, groundwater levels in the City are maintained through the City and 
specific recharge basins. While a majority of the project site is vacant, the site is not 
identified as an opportunity for groundwater recharge activities.45 Additionally, no 
groundwater production wells are located in the vicinity of the project site, nor is the 
proposed project growth inducing. Therefore, impacts related to groundwater recharge 
would be less than significant and no further evaluation is required. 

c) Less than significant impact. A significant impact would occur if the proposed project 
substantially alters the drainage pattern of the site or an existing stream or river, so that 
substantial erosion or siltation would result on- or off-site. No stream or river is present 
on the project site. A concrete channelized portion of the Los Angeles River, called Bell 
Creek, is located directly south of the project site and would not be directly affected by 
the project.  

The topography of the project site is relatively level. Very little change would occur to 
the drainage pattern on the project site with development of the proposed project. 
During construction, erosion and siltation from the project site could increase as a result 
of soil disturbance from surface grading and limited excavation. Construction-related 
activities that expose soils to potential mobilization by rainfall/runoff and wind are 
primarily responsible for sediment releases. Such activities include removal of 
vegetation, grading and trenching of the site. Environmental factors that affect erosion 
include topographic, soil, and rainfall characteristics. Unless adequate erosion controls 
are installed and maintained at the site during construction, significant quantities of 
sediment may be delivered from the concrete channel and discharged into the Pacific 
Ocean. As required by SC-HWQ-2 detailed above, the construction contractor would be 
required to prepare a SWPPP and implement BMPs to prevent sediment flows from 
entering storm drainage systems by constructing temporary filter inlets around existing 
storm drain inlets prior to the stabilization of the construction site area.  
Specific BMPs will be detailed in the SWPPP. As such, impacts would be less than 
significant. No further analysis is required in the EIR. 

d) Less than significant impact. A significant impact would occur if the proposed project 
substantially altered the drainage pattern of an existing stream or river so that flooding 
would result. No streams or rivers exist on the project site. Bell Creek, a concrete 
channelized portion of the Los Angeles River, is located directly south of the project site. 

 Existing drainage from the site is via sheet flow to the curb and gutter systems on 
surrounding streets. Drainage patterns would not change with implementation of the 
proposed project and the proposed project would be required to implement a SWPPP as 
required by SC-HWQ-2. The design of the storm drain system would be adequate to 

                                                      
45  Environmental Protection Agency, Pacific Southwest Region 9, designated sole source aquifers, 

https://www3.epa.gov/region9/water/groundwater/ssa.html, accessed October 5, 2016. 
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prevent localized flooding due to debris entrapment from increased storm runoff and 
prevent contamination of any nearby water basins. To accommodate the additional 
storm water runoff and annual water yield potentially resulting from construction, 
storm drain improvements shall provide capacity to carry 25-year peak runoff rates. As 
required by SC-HWQ-1 detailed above, an NPDES storm water permit application shall 
be submitted and the effluent quality criteria shall be specified in the permit, as 
determined by the Los Angeles RWQCB based on water guidelines. Monitoring of the 
outflow from the collection system may be required in the permit to ensure that the 
requirements and water quality criteria specified by the permit are achieved. The 
contractor shall use reclaimed water during the construction process, specifically for 
dust control, soil compaction, and concrete mixing to the extent feasible. In addition, the 
project would comply with Program EIR SC-HWQ-1 through SC-HWQ-5: 

• SC-HWQ-3:  During construction and operation, miscellaneous requirements 
include:  

o Environmental Training Curriculum 
o Hazardous Waste Management Program 
o Medical Waste Management Program 
o Environmental Compliance Inspections 
o Safe School Inspections 
o Integrated Pest Management Program 
o Fats Oil and Grease Management Program 
o Solid Waste Management Program  
 

• SC-HWQ-4:  The analysis for new projects shall include evaluation of all 
possible flood hazards as determined by: (1) review of FEMA flood maps; (2) 
review of flood information provided by local city or county floodplain 
managers; (3) review of California Department of Water Resources dam safety 
information; and, (4) local drainage analysis by a civil engineer. The flood hazard 
determination shall include consideration of tsunamis and debris flow. New 
projects should be located outside of these hazard areas, if practical. 

• SC-HWQ-5:  Where placing the project outside the floodplain is impractical, the 
school or project structure shall be protected from flooding by containment and 
control of flood flows (e.g., elevating lowest floors at least one foot above the 
expected 100-year flood level).  

 Compliance with SC-HWQ-1 through SC-HWQ-5 would ensure alteration of existing 
drainage patterns resulting in flooding would not occur. Impacts would be less than 
significant and no further analysis is required in the EIR.  
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e) Less than significant impact. A significant impact would occur if runoff water exceeded 
the capacity of existing or planned storm drain systems serving the project site. A 
project-related significant impact would also occur if the project would substantially 
increase the probability that polluted runoff would reach the storm drain system.  

There are three general sources of potential short-term construction-related stormwater 
pollution associated with the proposed project.  

1) The handling, storage, and disposal of construction materials containing 
pollutants. Generally, routine safety precautions for handling and storing 
construction materials effectively mitigate the potential pollution of stormwater 
by these materials. These same types of common sense, "good housekeeping" 
procedures, or BMPs, can be extended to non-hazardous stormwater pollutants 
such as sawdust and other solid wastes. 

2) The maintenance and operation of construction equipment. Poorly maintained 
vehicles and heavy equipment leaking fuel, oil, antifreeze or other fluids on the 
construction site are also common sources of stormwater pollution and soil 
contamination. 

3) Ground-disturbing activities (e.g., grading, excavation, etc.)  which when not 
controlled, may generate soil erosion and/or loss of top soil via storm runoff or 
mechanical equipment. Grading activities can greatly increase erosion processes. 
Two general strategies are recommended to prevent construction silt from 
entering local storm drains. First, erosion control procedures should be 
implemented for those areas that must be exposed. Secondly, the area should be 
secured to control off-site migration of pollutants. During construction, the 
District shall be required to implement all applicable and mandatory BMPs in 
accordance with the SWPPP as required by SC-HQW-2. When properly 
designed and implemented, these "good-housekeeping" practices are expected to 
reduce short-term construction-related impacts to a less than significant level. 

Activities associated with operation of the proposed project would generate substances 
that could degrade the quality of water runoff. The deposition of certain chemicals by 
cars in the surface parking lot could have the potential to contribute metals, oil and 
grease, solvents, phosphates, hydrocarbons, and suspended solids to the storm drain 
system.  

However, as mentioned in IX a) and b), impacts to water quality would be reduced since 
the proposed project must comply with water quality standards and wastewater 
discharge BMPs set forth by the SWRCB and through the Districts Standard Conditions 
SC-HQW-1 through SC-HQW-5. In addition, LAUSD’s construction contractor would 
prevent sediment flows and other pollutants from entering storm drain systems through 
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trapping particles in temporary filter drain inlets. Storm drain improvements onsite 
shall provide capacity to carry 25-year peak runoff rates in case of additional 
stormwater. Compliance with existing regulations would reduce the potential for the 
proposed project to exceed the capacity existing or planned stormwater drainage 
systems or provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff impacts to a less 
than significant level. Impacts would be less than significant. No further analysis is 
required in the EIR. 

f) Less than significant impact. A significant impact would occur if the proposed project 
would substantially degrade water quality. Other than the sources discussed above, the 
project does not include other potential sources of contaminants which could potentially 
degrade water quality. Therefore, project impacts related to operational water quality 
would be less than significant. No further analysis is required in the EIR. 

g-h) Less than significant impact. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
prepares and maintains Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs), which show the extent of 
Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHAs) and other thematic features related to flood risk. 
The project site is located in an area of minimal flood risk (Zone X) and is not located 
within a 100-year flood zone, as mapped by FEMA.46 Therefore, the proposed project 
would not involve the development of new housing and/or structures within an 
identified 100 year flood hazard. Impacts would be less than significant and no further 
analysis is required in the EIR.  

i) Less than significant impact. As discussed above, the project site would not expose 
people or structures to significant risk including injury or death as a result of flooding. 
Furthermore, the project site and the neighborhood of West Hills are not located within 
a potential inundation area as identified by the City’s General Plan Safety Element.47 No 
impact would occur and no further analysis is required in the EIR. 

j) No impact. A significant impact would occur if the proposed project exposed persons or 
structures to an area susceptible to inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow. A seiche 
is an oscillation of a body of water in an enclosed or semi-enclosed basin, such as a 
reservoir, harbor, or lake. A tsunami is a great sea wave produced by a significant 
undersea disturbance. Mudflows result from the downslope movement of soil and/or 
rock under the influence of gravity. The project site is not mapped within a tsunami 
hazard zone.48 Similarly, damage to the project site due to a seiche is not likely at the 
project site because no bodies of water are present near the site. Although Bell Creek of 

                                                      
46  FEMA’s Flood Map Service Center, Panel 06037C1275F, accessed 10/5/2016. 
47  City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning, General Plan Safety Element, Exhibit G, adopted November 

1996 
48  City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning, General Plan Safety Element, Exhibit G, adopted November 

1996 
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the Los Angeles River is immediately south of the project site, this portion of the River 
has been lined with concrete and designed to prevent future flooding. Furthermore, the 
project site, which is not positioned downslope from any unprotected slopes or 
landslide areas, and is not positioned in an area of potential mudflow. Therefore, no 
impact related to inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow would occur. No further 
analysis is required in the EIR.  
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

X. LAND USE AND PLANNING. 
Would the project: 

    

a) Physically divide an established 
community? 

    

b) Conflict with any applicable 
land use plan, policy, or 
regulation of an agency with 
jurisdiction over the project 
(including, but not limited to 
the general plan, specific plan, 
local coastal program, or 
zoning ordinance) adopted for 
the purpose of avoiding or 
mitigating an environmental 
effect? 

    

c) Conflict with any applicable 
habitat conservation plan or 
natural community 
conservation plan? 

    

Responses: 

a) No impact. The project site is located in a residential area of the West Hills 
neighborhood on a vacant 7.3 acre site. The proposed project would develop a new 532 
seat school campus with four primary buildings, a courtyard/lunch area, play courts, 
play fields, administration spaces, and a multipurpose room. The land uses in the 
general vicinity of the project site are primarily single-family residential uses, with the 
exception of the Mae Boyar Recreation Center directly to the west of the site, across 
Deveron Ridge Road, and Bell Creek, a now channelized tributary to the Los Angeles 
River. 

 Buildings constructed on site would be a maximum of two stories in height and 
approximately 35 feet to the top of the highest roof. The proposed project site was in use 
as an elementary school from approximately 1964 to 1982. As the most current use for 
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the project site was as a school, the construction of a new school would not result in the 
division of a community.  No impacts would result and no further analysis is necessary 
in the EIR. 

b) No impact. The California legislature granted school districts the power to exempt 
school property from local zoning requirements, provided the school district complies 
with the terms of Government Code Section 53094. As lead agency for the proposed 
project, it is anticipated that LAUSD will comply with Government Code Section 53094 
to render the local City of Los Angeles Zoning Ordinance inapplicable to the proposed 
project. Following a two-thirds vote of the Board of Education, LAUSD can exempt a 
school site from such local zoning requirements. Within 10 days of the action, the Board 
must provide the City of Los Angeles with notice of this action. 
 
Even if it were not exempt, the City of Los Angeles General Plan use designation for the 
project site is “Public Facilities”. Furthermore, the proposed project site is located within 
the Canoga Park – Winnetka – Woodland Hills – West Hills Community Plan Area 
(CPA). The CPA Land Use Designation for the project site is also “Public Facilities.” The 
City of Los Angeles Municipal Code – Zoning Plan has designated the proposed project 
as PF: Public Facilities, or a zone for the use and development of publicly owned land, 
including public elementary and secondary schools. Moreover, the proposed project site 
was formerly in use as Highlander ES, which was closed in 1982 and demolished in 
2016. Therefore, the proposed project would not conflict with an applicable land use 
plan, policy, or regulation of an agency with jurisdiction over the project site as it is 
zoned for public facility use and would be developed as a public facility use. No impact 
would occur and no further analysis is required in the EIR. 

c) No impact. The project site is not within a habitat conservation plan or a natural 
community conservation plan (See Section IV, Biological Resources, f). Thus, the 
proposed project would not conflict with any applicable conservation elements or 
natural community conservation plan. No impact would occur as a result of project 
implementation. No further analysis is required in the EIR.  
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

XI. MINERAL RESOURCES. Would the 
project: 

    

a) Result in the loss of availability 
of a known mineral resource 
that would be of value to the 
region and the residents of the 
state? 

    

b) Result in the loss of availability 
of a locally-important mineral 
resource recovery site 
delineated on a local general 
plan, specific plan or other land 
use plan? 

    

Responses: 

a-b) No impact. The project site is located in a residential area of the West Hills 
neighborhood in the City of Los Angeles. Although portions of the San Fernando Valley 
are designated as Mineral Resource Zones-2 (MRZ-2), there are no identified mineral 
resources within the project site and the West Hills area as designated by the City 
General Plan.49 Therefore, no impact associated with mineral resources would occur, 
and no further analysis is required in the EIR. 

  

                                                      
49  City  of  Los  Angeles  General  Plan,  Conservation  Element,  Exhibit  A  Mineral  Resources,  

http://planning.lacity.org/cwd/gnlpln/consvelt.pdf, accessed October 5, 2016.  
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

XII. NOISE. Would the project result in:     

a) Exposure of persons to or 
generation of noise levels in 
excess of standards established 
in the local general plan or 
noise ordinance, or applicable 
standards of other agencies? 

    

b) Exposure of persons to or 
generation of excessive 
groundborne vibration or 
groundborne noise levels? 

    

c) A substantial permanent 
increase in ambient noise levels 
in the project vicinity above 
levels existing without the 
project? 

    

d) A substantial temporary or 
periodic increase in ambient 
noise levels in the project 
vicinity above levels existing 
without the project? 

    

e) For a project located within an 
airport land use plan or, where 
such a plan has not been 
adopted, within 2 miles of a 
public airport or public use 
airport, would the project 
expose people residing or 
working in the project area to 
excessive noise levels? 
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Significant 

Impact 
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Significant 

With 
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Less Than 
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Impact 

No 
Impact 

f) For a project within the vicinity 
of a private airstrip, would the 
project expose people residing 
or working in the project area 
to excessive noise levels? 

    

Responses: 

a) Potentially significant impact. Construction and operation of the proposed project will 
have the potential to increase noise levels in the vicinity of the project site.  Construction 
activities could generate substantial noise affecting existing residences adjacent to the 
project site. On-site operational activities, such as outdoor use of proposed open space 
and recreation areas, and stationary sources, including mechanical systems also have the 
potential to increase noise levels. In addition, vehicle trips that would be generated by 
the proposed project could result in increased noise. The EIR will address the potential 
noise impacts associated with construction and operation of the proposed project. 

b) Potentially significant impact. Groundborne vibration or noise would primarily be 
generated during construction of the proposed project. The temporary increase in the 
groundborne vibration levels could impact sensitive land uses (e.g., single-family 
residential) within the project area. This issue will be analyzed further in the EIR. 

c) Potentially significant impact. Operation of the proposed project could result in new 
sources of noise, primarily from project-related traffic (including vehicles entering and 
exiting the surface parking lot, student pick up and drop off, and the loading/unloading 
of delivery trucks), HVAC and mechanical systems, and outdoor recreation areas. The 
EIR will evaluate the potential for noise generated by the proposed project to 
substantially increase existing noise levels in the vicinity of the project site. 

d) Potentially significant impact. Demolition and construction activities associated with 
the proposed project will result in a temporary increase in noise levels in the areas 
adjacent to the project site. This issue will be analyzed further in the EIR and mitigation 
measures will be included if necessary. 

e) No impact. The project site is not located within an airport land use plan or within 2 
miles of a public airport or public use airport. The nearest airports are the Van Nuys 
Airport approximately 10 miles to the east, Whiteman Airport approximately 15 miles to 
the northeast, and the Bob Hope Airport approximately 17 miles to the east. As such, the 
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proposed project will not expose individuals accessing the project site to excessive 
airport-related noise levels. No impacts would occur and no further analysis is required.  

f) No impact. The project site is not in the vicinity of a private airstrip.  The nearest private 
airstrip is Boeing De Soto Heliport CN32 located approximately 3.5 mile north east of 
the project site.  As a result, individuals accessing the project site would not be exposed 
to excessive noise levels from any private airstrip. No impacts would occur and no 
further analysis is required.  
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

XIII. PEDESTRIAN SAFETY. Would the 
project: 

    

a) Substantially increase vehicular 
and/or pedestrian safety 
hazards due to a design feature 
or incompatible uses? 

    

b) Create unsafe routes to schools 
for students walking from local 
neighborhoods? 

    

c) Be located on a site that is 
adjacent to or near a major 
arterial roadway or freeway 
that may pose a safety hazard? 

    

Responses: 

a-b) Potentially significant impact. The proposed project would utilize the existing network 
of regional and local roadways that serve the project area. The project area is mainly a 
residential community. In addition, a separate vehicular drop off and pick up lane will 
be located along Deveron Ridge Road and on Highlander Road. Project-related impacts 
to vehicle and pedestrian safety will be analyzed further in the EIR.  

c) Potentially significant impact. The project site is located in a residential area. Platt 
Avenue/Sherman Way, an arterial roadway, is located approximately 1,100 feet east of 
the project site.50 The proximity of the heavily trafficked roadway could pose a safety 
hazard to students and staff accessing the project site. A traffic assessment that includes 
analysis of existing roadway hazards will be prepared for the proposed project. This 
topic will be analyzed further in the EIR. 

  

                                                      
50  City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning. Canoga Park – Winnetka – Woodland Hills – West Hills 

Community Plan. August 17, 1999. 
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

XIV. POPULATION AND HOUSING. 
Would the project: 

    

a) Induce substantial population 
growth in an area, either 
directly (for example, by 
proposing new homes and 
businesses) or indirectly (for 
example, through extension of 
road or other infrastructure)? 

    

b) Displace substantial numbers of 
existing housing, necessitating 
the construction of replacement 
housing elsewhere? 

    

c) Displace substantial numbers of 
people, necessitating the 
construction of replacement 
housing elsewhere? 

    

Responses: 

a) Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project would not directly induce 
substantial growth to the area. The proposed project does not include any features such 
as new homes or businesses that may induce growth.  The proposed project also would 
not indirectly induce growth through the extension of roads or other infrastructure as no 
new infrastructure or roads are proposed.   

The existing Hale Charter Academy middle school operates on a single campus in 
Woodland Hills. The school enrolls approximately 1,963 students, with a standing 
waiting list of over 300 students.51 Upon completion of the project, the new program 
would expand enrollment by as many as 532 students in the West Hills campus.  
Enrollment at the proposed Hale Charter Academy is expected to occur gradually as 
students graduate from the middle school and enroll in the high school. As such, full 

                                                      
51  LAUSD, Hale Charter Academy 2014-2015 School Report Card,  
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enrollment would take several years to occur. Further, the proposed project is essentially 
an extension of the existing Hale Charter Academy, meaning the school would not result 
in new students in the area, rather it would accommodate existing student and help to 
achieve the District’s larger goal of Zone of Opportunities in the Northwest Woodland 
Hills community.  

 The proposed project itself would not directly induce population growth. Impacts 
would be less than significant and no further analysis is required in the EIR. 

b-c) No impact. The project site is currently vacant and is not currently in use as housing. 
The site was previously in use as an elementary school. Therefore, the proposed project 
would not result in the displacement of existing housing or displace a substantial 
number of people resulting in the construction of replacement housing elsewhere. No 
impacts would occur, and no further analysis is required in the EIR.  
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

XV. PUBLIC SERVICES. Would the 
project: 

    

a) Result in substantial adverse 
physical impacts associated 
with the provision of new or 
physically altered 
governmental facilities, need 
for new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, the 
construction of which could 
cause significant environmental 
impacts, in order to maintain 
acceptable service ratios, 
response times or other 
performance objectives for any 
of the public services: 

    

 i) Fire protection?     
 ii) Police protection?     
 iii) Schools?     
 iv) Parks?     
 v) Other public facilities?     

Responses: 

a.(i) Less than significant impact. First response for fire and paramedic services to the 
project site would be provided by the Los Angeles Fire Department Fire Station No. 105 
located at 6345 Fallbrook Avenue, approximately 1.5 mile southeast of the project site. 
The site does not currently generate a need for fire protection. The proposed project 
includes a 532 seat school.  

 LAUSD’s Program EIR Standard Conditions SC-PS-1 and SC-PS-2 require LAUSD to 
consult with local fire and police departments prior to construction regarding site plans 
and emergency preparedness.  
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  SC-PS-1: LAUSD shall: 1) have local fire and police jurisdictions review all 
construction and site plans prior to the State Fire Marshall’s final approval; and 
2) provide a full site plan for the local review, including all buildings, both 
existing and proposed, fences, drive gates, retaining walls, and other 
construction affecting emergency vehicle access, with unobstructed fire lanes for 
access indicated. 

  SC-PS-2: LAUSD shall implement emergency preparedness and response 
procedures in all schools as required in LAUSD References, Bulletins, Safety 
Notes, and Emergency Preparedness Plans.   

 Therefore, this impact is considered less than significant, and no further analysis is 
necessary.    

a.(ii) Less than significant impact. Primary law enforcement services for the proposed Hale 
Charter Academy would be handled by the Los Angles School Police Department 
(LASPD). The LASPD provides general law enforcement services for all LAUSD 
campuses, however the everyday campus activities would be under the supervision of 
the principal, vice principal, teachers, and other staff members. Los Angeles Police 
Department (LAPD) would provide additional police protection services to the project 
site.  

 Implementation of the project would result in the need for police protection on a site 
that was previously not in use. During the construction period, LAPD services are not 
expected to be necessary, except in the cases of trespass, theft, and/or vandalism. Any 
increase in the need for police protection services would be minimal and would not be 
enough to require new or expanded police facilities. When necessary, police services 
would be provided by the Topanga Community Police Station located approximately 3.2 
miles northeast of the project site. 

The proposed project has been designed as a secure campus, with access to the site 
controlled by gates and fences. Drivers and pedestrians who are part of the public-at-
large would not be permitted to park in the school’s surface parking lot or access the 
proposed Hale Charter Academy campus. Persons with business on campus would be 
required to check in with the school’s administration at the entry to the campus before 
being allowed on-site. The school would install electronic security and fire alarm 
systems. It is anticipated that the school would be assigned a full-time LASPD officer 
who provides on-campus security. In addition, the proposed project would not increase 
the student population in the area as students would be expected to come to this school 
from other nearby schools. Further, the site would be served by a separate police entity 
(LASPD) and would not impact service ratios from LAPD. 
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Further, implementation of the Program EIR SC-PS-1 and project design features, 
including lighting and the installation of an electronic security system, would ensure 
that impacts related to police protection services would be less than significant. 
Therefore, no further analysis is required in the EIR. 

a.(iii) No impact. The proposed project would not include any residential component and 
would not directly and/or indirectly result in population growth. Development of the 
proposed project would allow students of Local District Northwest of LAUSD to attend 
the proposed Hale Charter Academy after grade 8.  The proposed project would be 
creating more school opportunities for students within this district, and would not result 
in the need for additional schools in the area. No impact would occur and no further 
analysis is required in the EIR. 

a.(iv) No impact. The City of Los Angeles Parks and Recreation Department manages park 
facilities and provides recreation programs to West Hill residents. Mae Boyar Park is 
located immediately west of the project site. The proposed project would not include 
any residential uses that would result in a permanent population increase, resulting in a 
need for new or expanded park facilities. The proposed project design includes active 
and passive areas located throughout the project site, including play fields, a courtyard, 
and several other landscaped areas.  Pursuant to California Education Code Section 
38131.b, also known as the Civic Center Act, school facilities would be available during 
off-school hours for permitted use by public organizations which would add to the 
available recreation space in the community. With the availability of shared-use open 
space for recreation onsite, the project is anticipated to have a beneficial effect on the 
community. Impacts would be beneficial and no further analysis is necessary. 

a.(v) Less than significant impact. The City of Los Angeles operates one library in the West 
Hills neighborhood. The Platt Branch Library, located at 23600 Victory Boulevard, is 
approximately 3,500 feet south of the project site. The proposed project would include a 
library, which would reduce the potential for impacts to the Platt Branch Library. In 
addition, no residential units are included as part of the proposed project which would 
result in a permanent increase in population resulting in a need for new or expanded 
library facilities. Therefore, any increase in use of public libraries would be less than 
significant and no further analysis is required in the EIR. 
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
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Less Than 
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Impact 

No 
Impact 

XVI. RECREATION. Would the project:     

a) Increase the use of existing 
neighborhood and regional 
parks or other recreational 
facilities such that substantial 
physical deterioration of the 
facility would occur or be 
accelerated? 

    

b) Does the project include 
recreational facilities or require 
the construction or expansion 
of recreational facilities which 
have an adverse physical effect 
on the environment? 

    

Responses: 

a) No Impact. Refer to Section XV, Public Services a(iv), above. As discussed above, the 
proposed project would not include residential uses that would result in a permanent 
population increase, thereby resulting in an increase in use of recreational facilities. The 
proposed project design includes active and passive areas located throughout the project 
site, including play fields, a courtyard, and several other landscaped areas. Pursuant to 
California Education Code Section 38131.b, also known as the Civic Center Act, school 
facilities would be available during off-school hours for permitted use by public 
organizations which would add to the available recreation space in the community. 
With the availability of shared-use recreation facilities onsite, the project is anticipated to 
result in beneficial effects for the community. Therefore, no further analysis is required. 

b) Less than significant impact. Refer to Section XV, Public Services a(iv), above. The 
proposed project includes the construction of a school facility. Although recreational 
uses are proposed as part of the proposed project, the construction of these facilities is a 
small part of the project (i.e., playfields, etc.) that would not result in any specific 
adverse physical impacts. The potential impacts of the project (including recreational 
facilities) are analyzed throughout this Initial Study and the forthcoming EIR for the 
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project. Therefore, impacts related to requiring construction or expansion of recreational 
facilities is less than significant.     
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XVII. TRANSPORTATION and TRAFFIC. 
Would the project: 

    

a) Cause an increase in traffic 
which is substantial in relation 
to the existing traffic load and 
capacity of the street system 
(i.e., result in a substantial 
increase in either the number of 
vehicle trips, the volume to 
capacity ratio on roads, or 
congestion at intersections)? 

    

b) Exceed, either individually or 
cumulatively, a level of service 
standard established by the 
county congestion management 
agency for designated roads or 
highways? 

    

c) Result in a change in air traffic 
patterns, including either an 
increase in traffic levels or a 
change in location that results 
in substantial safety risks? 

    

d) Substantially increase hazards 
due to a design feature (e.g., 
sharp curves or dangerous 
intersections) or incompatible 
uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 

    

e) Result in inadequate 
emergency access? 
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No 
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f) Conflict with adopted policies, 
plans, or programs supporting 
alternative transportation (e.g., 
bus turnouts, bicycle racks)? 

    

Responses: 

a) Potentially significant impact. Operation of the proposed project would increase 
vehicle, pedestrian, bicycle, and public transit trips throughout the project area and on 
surrounding roadways. Project related construction activities would also temporarily 
increase vehicle trips on nearby roadways. A traffic assessment will be prepared for the 
proposed project, and the methodology, findings, and conclusions of the analysis will be 
provided in the EIR. 

b) Potentially significant impact. The congestion management program (CMP) in effect in 
Los Angeles County was issued by the Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Agency in 2010. All freeways, tollways, and selected arterial roadways in 
the County are part of the CMP Highway System. Analysis of project-related traffic 
impacts to CMP roadways will be included in the traffic assessment and analyzed 
further in the EIR. 

c) No impact. The proposed project would not impact air traffic. The project site is not 
located within an airport safety zone nor does the project propose any structure that 
would conflict with air traffic patterns. The nearest airports are the Van Nuys Airport 
approximately 10 miles to the east, Whiteman Airport approximately 15 miles to the 
northeast, and the Bob Hope Airport approximately 17 miles to the east. No impact 
would occur and no further analysis is needed in the EIR. 

d) Potentially significant impact. The proposed project would utilize the existing network 
of regional and local roadways that serve the project area. In addition, vehicular drop off 
and pick up lanes will be located along Deveron Ridge Road and Highlander Road. 
While the student drop off and pick up operations have been planned to minimize 
potential vehicular queuing on the local street system, the design could cause a 
permanent alteration to the local vehicular circular and patters. Analysis of this design 
feature will be analyzed in the EIR.  

e) Potentially significant impact. The project is not anticipated to interfere with an 
emergency response plan or evacuation plan. However, construction activities could not 
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result in temporary partial obstruction of adjacent roadways. Impacts to existing 
emergency response plans and/or evacuation plans/routes will be analyzed in the EIR.  

f) Potentially Significant Impact. The project site vicinity is mainly served by the County 
of Los Angeles Metropolitan Transit Authority (Metro). Bus stops are currently not 
located along Highlander Road but near the project vicinity. Metro Lines 164, 165, and 
169 would serve the project area, and mainly run along Vanowen Street to the south. 
Construction and operation of the proposed project would generate more AM and PM 
peak hour trips and may interfere with bus stops or other alternative transportation. 
Impacts related to alternative transportation could be potentially significant, and further 
analysis is required in the EIR.  
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XVIII. TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES. 
Would the project cause a substantial 
adverse change in the significance of 
a tribal cultural resource, defined in 
Public Resources Code section 21074 
as either a site, feature, place, cultural 
landscape that is geographically 
defined in terms of the size and scope 
of the landscape, sacred place, or 
object with cultural value to a 
California Native American tribe, and 
that: 

    

a) Listed or eligible for listing in 
the California Register of 
Historical Resources, or in a 
local register of historical 
resources as defined in Public 
Resources Code section 
5020.1(k)? 
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b) A resource determined by the 
lead agency, in its discretion 
and supported by substantial 
evidence, to be significant 
pursuant to criteria set forth in 
subdivision (c) of Public 
Resources Code section 5024.1. 
In applying the criteria set forth 
in subdivision (c) of Public 
Resource Code Section 5024.1, 
the lead agency shall consider 
the significance of the resource 
to a California Native American 
tribe? 

    

Responses: 

a) Less than significant impact. Assembly Bill 52 requires meaningful consultation with 
California Native American Tribes on potential impacts to tribal cultural resources 
(TCRs), as defined in Public Resources Code Section 21074. Tribal cultural resources are 
sites, features, places, cultural landscapes, sacred places, and objects with cultural value 
to a California Native American tribe that are either eligible or listed in the California 
Register of Historical Resources or local register of historical resources.52  

 As part of the AB 52 process, Native American tribes must submit a written request to 
LAUSD (lead agency) to be notified of projects within their traditionally and culturally 
affiliated area. LAUSD must provide written, formal notification to those tribes within 
14 days of deciding to undertake a project. The tribe must respond to LAUSD within 30 
days of receiving this notification if they want to engage in consultation on the project, 
and LAUSD must begin the consultation process within 30 days of receiving the tribe’s 
request. Consultation concludes when either 1) the parties agree to mitigation measures 
to avoid a significant effect on a tribal cultural resource, or 2) a party, acting in good 
faith and after reasonable effort, concludes mutual agreement cannot be reached.  

                                                      
52  California Natural Resources Agency. AB 52 Regulatory Update.  http://resources.ca.gov/ceqa/ 
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 To date the District has not received any Tribal requests to be notified about projects 
within the District.  No sites were documented in the NAHC’s sacred land file search. 
Additionally, the site has not been recommended for historic designation, and is not 
identified on any of the historic resource lists/databases—the National Register of 
Historic Places and the California State Historical Landmarks, Points of Historical 
Interest, and Register of Historic Places.53  Impacts to tribal cultural resources would be 
less than significant. 

b) Less than significant impact. To date, LAUSD has not received any requests for 
notification or consultation from California Native American tribes regarding resources 
defined by Public Resources Code Section 21074. There is no substantial evidence that 
tribal cultural resources are present on the project site. Therefore, impacts to tribal 
cultural resources would be less than significant. No further analysis is necessary. 

 

 

 

  

                                                      
53  ASM affiliates. 2016, June 15. Draft Historic Resource Evaluation Report for Highlander Elementary School, Los 

Angeles, Los Angeles County, California.  
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XIX. UTILITIES AND SERVICE 
SYSTEMS. Would the project: 

    

a) Exceed wastewater treatment 
requirements of the applicable 
Regional Water Quality Control 
Board? 

    

b) Require or result in the 
construction of new water or 
wastewater treatment facilities 
or expansion of existing 
facilities, the construction of 
which could cause significant 
environmental effects? 

    

c) Require or result in the 
construction of new storm 
water drainage facilities or 
expansion of existing facilities, 
the construction of which could 
cause significant environmental 
effects? 
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d) Have sufficient water supplies 
available to serve the project 
from existing entitlements and 
resources, or are new or 
expanded entitlements needed? 
In making this determination, 
the District shall consider 
whether the project is subject to 
the water supply assessment 
requirements of Water Code 
Section 10910, et. seq. (SB 610), 
and the requirements of 
Government Code Section 
664737 (SB 221). 

    

e) Result in a determination by 
the wastewater treatment 
provider which serves or may 
serve the project that it has 
adequate capacity to serve the 
project's projected demand in 
addition to the provider's 
existing commitments? 

    

f) Be served by a landfill with 
sufficient permitted capacity to 
accommodate the project's solid 
waste disposal needs? 

    

g) Comply with federal, state, and 
local statutes and regulations 
related to solid waste? 
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Responses: 

a) Less than significant impact. The RWQCB regulates the treatment of wastewater at 
treatment plants and the discharge of the treated wastewater into receiving waters.  

 As required by SC-HWQ-1 and SC-HWQ-2 detailed above, LAUSD would need to 
obtain NPDES permits when carrying out construction with requirements for 
wastewater discharge, BMPs, and SWPPP. Additionally, LAUSD would need to comply 
with the effluent quality criteria specified within the NPDES so the proposed project 
would not exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable RWQCB.  

 The proposed project would require the installation of on-site sewer lines which would 
connect to the existing adjacent sewer lines. Wastewater generated on the project site 
would be transported to Los Angeles Department of Public Works (LADWP) facilities 
via the City’s sewer lines. However, as the site is currently vacant, no wastewater is 
being produced on-site. The addition of the proposed project would increase generated 
wastewater. The LAUSD Program EIR evaluated potential effects related to wastewater 
districtwide and determined that that the anticipated wastewater that would be 
generated by projects could be treated at wastewater treatment plants of the City of Los 
Angeles and the Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County. Therefore, this impact 
would be less than significant, and no further analysis is necessary.    

b) Less than significant impact. Refer to Threshold (a) above, for a discussion of 
wastewater impacts. Wastewater impacts would be less than significant.  

 As discussed above, the project site is vacant.  Therefore, the site does not generate any 
wastewater, or have water demand.  Project generated wastewater could be treated at 
existing wastewater treatment plants in either the City of Los Angeles or by the 
Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles. Therefore, impacts related to new or expanded water 
or wastewater services would be less than significant, and no further analysis in the EIR 
is required.   

c) Less than significant impact. A significant impact would occur if the volume of 
stormwater water runoff would increase to a level exceeding the capacity of the storm 
drain system serving a project site, requiring the construction of new stormwater 
drainage facilities. 

As described in IX e), the proposed project would not result in a significant increase in 
site runoff, or significant changes in the local drainage patterns. 

LAUSD’s construction contractor would prevent sediment flows and other pollutants 
from entering storm drain systems through trapping particles in temporary filter drain 
inlets. Storm drain improvements onsite shall provide capacity to carry 25-year peak 
runoff rates in case of additional stormwater. The design of the storm drain system 
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would be adequate to prevent localized flooding due to foliage and debris entrapment 
from increased storm runoff. Compliance with existing regulations would reduce the 
potential for the proposed project to exceed the capacity existing or planned stormwater 
drainage systems to a less than significant level. No further analysis is required in the 
EIR. 

d) Less than significant impact. Senate Bill 221 and Senate Bill 610 amended existing 
California law regarding land use planning and water supply availability by requiring 
more information and assurance of supply than is currently required in an Urban Water 
Management Plan (UWMP). As of January 1, 2002, California law requires water retail 
providers to demonstrate that sufficient and reliable supplies are available to serve 
large-scale developments (i.e., 500 dwelling units or 250,000 square feet of commercial 
space) prior to completion of the environmental review process and approval of such 
large-scale projects. 

Under SB 610, it is the responsibility of the water service provider to prepare a Water 
Supply Assessment (WSA) requested by a City or County for any “project” defined by 
Section 10912 of the Water Code that is subject to CEQA.  

Section 10912 of the Water Code defines a “project” as 

• a proposed residential development of more than 500 dwelling units; 

• a proposed shopping center or business establishment employing more than 
1,000 persons or having more than 500,000 square feet of floor space; 

• a proposed commercial office building employing more than 1,000 persons or having 
more than 250,000 square feet of floor space; 

• a proposed hotel or motel, or both, having more than 500 rooms; 

• a proposed industrial, manufacturing or processing plant, or industrial park, 
planned to house more than 1,000 persons, occupying more than 40 acres of land, or 
having more than 650,000 square feet of floor space; 

• a proposed mixed-use project that includes one or more of the previously listed 
projects; or 
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• a proposed project that would demand an amount of water equivalent to, or greater 
than, the amount of water required by a 500-dwelling-unit project.54 

The proposed project would not meet any of the criteria resulting in the need for a WSA; 
therefore, a WSA is not necessary.  

During construction water may be used on site for dust suppression or similar activities. 
The small amount of water necessary during construction of the proposed project would 
not result in the need for new or expanded water entitlements. Construction of the 
proposed project would not result in a significant impact to the City’s existing water 
supply.  

Buildout of the proposed project would increase demand on the City’s water supplies. 
Water supply to the project site is provided by the LADWP. Buildout of the proposed 
project would create an increase in demand for water supplies compared to existing 
conditions on the project site. However, the proposed project would not increase the 
total number of students enrolled in schools in the project area. The proposed project 
would accommodate students who are currently attending other schools in the area 
(either in the District or in charter or private schools). Therefore, the proposed project 
would not increase demand on the City’s water supplies.  

Further, implementation of Program EIR standard conditions for water supply would 
also offset potential impacts associated with the proposed project. 

• SC-USS-2: LAUSD shall coordinate with the City of Los Angeles DWP or 
other appropriate jurisdiction and department prior to the relocation or upgrade 
of any water facilities to reduce the potential for disruptions in service  

With implementation of SC-USS-2, impacts would be less than significant, and no 
further analysis in the EIR is necessary. 

e) Less than significant impact. Refer to Threshold a) and b) above.  

f) Less than significant impact. Construction of the proposed project would generate 
construction debris. Waste materials generated during construction are expected to be 
typical construction debris, including concrete, stucco, asphalt, rocks, building materials, 
wood, paper, glass, plastic, metals, cardboard, and other inert wastes (i.e., wastes that 
are not likely to produce leachates of environmental concern), as well as green wastes. 

                                                      
54  Water demand is calculated using City of Los Angeles Department of Public Works Wastewater Engineering 

Services Division generation factors in units of gallons per day (GPD). Educational facilities have an average 
demand rate of 15 GPD/student and dwelling units (DU) average 228 GPD/du. Thus, Hale Charter Academy 
would generate approximately 7,980 GPD at full enrollment. Project implementation would not exceed expected 
water demands of a 500-dwelling-unit project. 
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The District would be subject to the 2016 CAL Green Construction Waste Reduction 
Requirements that require 65 percent of the construction waste generated on the project 
site be diverted from landfills55. Waste generated during demolition and construction 
that is not recycled would result in an incremental and intermittent increase in solid 
waste disposal at landfills; however, this increase in solid waste would be short-term 
and not exceed the available capacities of area landfills.  

In addition, the proposed project would be subject to the Program EIR SC-USS-1 School 
Design Guide & Specification 01340, Construction and Demolition Waste 
Management. 

• SC-USS-1: Construction and demolition waste shall be recycled to the maximum 
extent feasible. LAUSD has established a minimum non-hazardous construction 
and demolition debris recycling requirement of 75 percent by weight as defined 
in Specification 01340, Construction & Demolition Waste Management. (School 
Design Guide. January 2014) Specification 01340, Construction & Demolition 
Waste Management includes procedures for preparation and implementation, 
including reporting and documentation, of a Waste Management Plan for 
reusing, recycling, salvage or disposal of non-hazardous waste materials 
generated during demolition and/or new construction [Construction & 
Demolition (C&D) Waste], to foster material recovery and re-use and to 
minimize disposal in landfills. Requires the collection and separation of all C&D 
waste materials generated on-site, reuse or recycling on-site, transportation to 
approved recyclers or reuse organizations, or transportation to legally 
designated landfills, for the purpose of recycling salvaging and/or reusing a 
minimum of 75 percent of the C&D waste generated. 

In addition, the project would comply with all waste recycling/reuse requirements in 
California Green Building Code Section 5.408, and the LAUSD School Design Guide & 
Specification 01340, Construction & Demolition Waste Management, that requires the 
collection and separation of all construction and demolition waste materials on-site, 
reuse or recycling on site, transportation to approved recyclers, transportation to legally 
designated landfills, for the purpose of recycling, salvaging, and/or reusing 75% of the 
construction and demolition waste generated. Thus, construction impacts related to 
solid waste would be less than significant. 

Operationally, the District contracts with private waste haulers to dispose of solid waste 
generated on school campuses. The site currently does not generate solid waste, and the 
addition of a 532-seat school would increase waste generated from the project site. 

                                                      
55  CalRecycle, Frequently Asked Questions Website, 

http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/LGCentral/Library/canddmodel/instruction/faq.htm#CALGreen, accessed June 1, 
2016. 
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However, it is important to note that the proposed project would accommodate existing 
students who are currently attending other schools. As such the proposed project would 
not expand total solid waste generation within the District, and sufficient capacity exists 
to serve existing students. The proposed project would comply with the recycling 
requirements in AB 341, and would adhere to LAUSD SC-USS-3 for accessible 
collections of recycling material. 

• SC-USS-3: Provide easily accessible area serving the entire school that are 
dedicated to the collection and storage of materials for recycling including (at a 
minimum) paper, cardboard, glass, plastics, metals and landscaping waste. There 
shall be at least one centralized collection point (loading dock), and ability for 
separation of recyclables where waste is disposed of for classrooms and common 
areas such as cafeteria’s, gyms or multi-purpose rooms. 

Thus, the proposed project would have a less than significant impact on landfill 
capacity. No further analysis is required in the EIR. 

g) Less than significant impact. During construction and operation of the proposed 
project, the District would comply with all applicable City, County, and state solid waste 
diversion, reduction, and recycling mandates. Additionally, the proposed project would 
be subject to the Program EIR’s standard condition SC-USS-3. 

Compliance with SC-USS-3 would ensure project compliance with statutes and 
regulations governing solid waste, and the impact would be less than significant. No 
further analysis is required in the EIR.  
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Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

XX. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF 
SIGNIFICANCE 

    

a) Does the project have the 
potential to degrade the quality 
of the environment, 
substantially reduce the habitat 
of a fish or wildlife species, 
cause a fish or wildlife 
population to drop below self-
sustaining levels, threaten to 
eliminate a plant or animal 
community, substantially 
reduce the number or restrict 
the range of a rare or 
endangered plant or animal or 
eliminate important examples 
of the major periods of 
California history or 
prehistory? 

    

b) Does the project have impacts 
which are individually limited, 
but cumulatively considerable? 
(“Cumulatively considerable” 
means that incremental effects 
of an individual project are 
considerable when viewed in 
connection with the effects of 
past projects, the effects of 
other current projects, and the 
effects of probable future 
projects.  

    



 
Impact Sciences 
0695.017 

Page 103 of 106 Hale Charter Academy at Highlander 
Los Angeles Unified School District 

 

Issues: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

c) Does the project have 
environmental effects which 
cause substantial adverse 
effects on human beings, either 
directly or indirectly?  

    

Responses: 

a) Less than significant impact. As discussed in Section IV, Biological Resources, the 
proposed project would not impact any endangered fauna or flora. Further, because of 
the developed, residential nature of the project vicinity, construction and operation of 
the proposed project would not impact the habitat or population of the project site and 
the surrounding area, the project would not impact the habitat or population level of 
fish or wildlife species, nor would it threaten a plant or animal community, nor impact 
the range of a rare endangered plant or animal.  

As discussed in Section V, Cultural Resources potential impacts related archaeological 
and paleontological resources would be less than significant following the 
implementation of the regulatory compliance measures, including the Program EIR SC-
CUL-13, SC-CUL-17, and SC-CUL-18. No further analysis is required in the EIR. 

b) Potentially significant impact. Potentially significant impacts are identified in this 
Initial Study related to air quality, noise, pedestrian safety, and transportation and 
traffic. Cumulative impacts to the other resources for which potentially significant 
impacts are identified in this Initial Study will be analyzed further in the EIR.   

c) Potentially significant impact. Operation of the proposed project could result in 
potentially significant impacts related to air quality, noise, pedestrian safety, and 
transportation and traffic. All of the potentially significant impacts identified in this 
Initial Study could have direct or indirect substantial adverse impacts on human beings. 
These impacts will be analyzed further in the EIR. 
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ACRONYMS and ABBREVIATIONS 

Air Resources Board ARB 

Air Quality Management Plan AQMP 

Ambient Air Quality Standards AAQS 

Backlight-Uplight-Glare BUG 

Below Ground Surfaces bgs 

Best Management Practices BMPs 

California Building Code CBC 

California Department of Education CDE 

California Department of Transportation  Caltrans 

California Environmental Quality Act CEQA 

California Integrated Waste Management Act CIWMA 

California Water Code CWC 

Carbon Dioxide  CO2 

Climate Action Team CAT 

Coarse Inhalable Particulate Matter PM10 

Congestion Management Program CMP 

Construction General Permit CGP 

County of Los Angeles Metropolitan Transit Authority Metro 

CO2 equivalents  CO2e 

Division of the State Architect DSA 

Environmental Protection Agency EPA 

Federal Emergency Management Agency FEMA 

Fine Inhalable Particulate Matter PM2.5 

Greenhouse Gases GHG 

Hydrofluorocarbons  HFCs 

Illuminating Engineering Society IES 

Interstate 710 I-710 

International Dark –Sky Association IDA 

Localized Significance Thresholds LSTs 

Los Angeles County Sanitation District LACSD 

Los Angeles Unified School District LAUSD 

Los Angeles Unified School District Program EIR LAUSD Program EIR 

Maximum Extent Practicable MEP 

Methane  CH4 

Mineral Resources Zone 1 MRZ-1 

Model Lighting Ordinance MLO 

Most Likely Descendant MLD 

Multi-Purpose Room MPR 

National Pollution Discharge Elimination System NPDES 

Native American Heritage Commission  NAHC 

Nitrogen Oxides  NOx 

Nitrous Oxide  N2O 

Office of Administrative Law OAL 
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Office of Planning and Research OPR 

Ozone  O3 

Perfluorocarbons  PFCs 

Regional Transportation Plan /Sustainable Communities 
Strategy  

RTP/SCS 

Sacred Lands File SLF 

Science Technology Engineering Arts and Math STEAM 

Special Flood Hazard Areas SFHA 

South Central Coastal Information Center SCCIC 

South Coast Air Basin  SoCAB 

South Coast Air Quality Management District SCAQMD 

Southern California Association of Governments SCAG 

Source Reduction and Recycling Element SRRE 

Standard Condition SC 

Standard Urban Storm Water Mitigation Plan SUSMP 

State Route 110 SR-110 

State Water Resources Board  SWRB 

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan SWPPP 

Sulfur Hexafluoride   SF6 

Toxic Air Contaminants TACs 

Urban Water Management Plan UWMP 

Waste Discharge Requirements WDR 

Water Supply Assessment WSA 

Water Reclamation Plant WRP 

Water Vapor  H2O 

Visual And Performing Arts VAPA 
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