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Dyslexia: Working Together with a Purpose      
Dyslexia support and awareness is an element of the Division of Special Education’s 2017-2019 Action Plan. Dyslexia is a 
specific learning disability that is characterized by difficulties with accurate and/or fluent word recognition and by poor spelling 
and decoding abilities. On June 20, 2017, the LAUSD Board of Education adopted Resolution 101-16/17 that recognizes and 
addresses the educational implications of dyslexia.  The Division of Special Education and the Division of Instruction have 
created the Dyslexia Learning Group (DLG), comprised of LAUSD stakeholders, board members, institutes of higher education, 
and dyslexia organizations to delve deeper into understanding how to address the educational needs of students with 
dyslexia.   Together we have learned how early identification and appropriate targeted instructional intervention are effective 
in preventing and remediating academic challenges related to dyslexia.  Despite possible academic difficulties, individuals with 
dyslexia also have strengths that can lead to innovative strategies that help them learn, work, and achieve in life.  

 
Special Education Parent Workshops 

Throughout the month of October, Specialist/Behavior Support, Sylvia Martinez 
of Local District East, conducted a five-session workshop series for parents.  
Although the workshops were provided by the Division of Special Education, it 
was available to all parents. The Proactive Parenting Leadership Cadre (PPLC) was 
comprised of 20 parents who received information on how to appropriately guide 
their children to succeed in school by focusing on Positive Behavior Support.  
Parents enthusiastically participated in activities which provided the opportunity 
to gain knowledge, skills, and tools to implement Positive Behavior Support in the 
home environment.   

Outcomes: 
 Learn how behaviors are influenced by the environment 
 Identify the possible function/purpose of behaviors observed 
 Learn how the frequency of behavior can be increased or decreased 
 Use communication strategies and problem solving process to support 

parents.  

 

Fiesta Educativa 
 

 
 
Division Specialist, Parent and Community 
Liaison, LaTanya Tolan attended the planning 
meeting on Friday, October 13, 2017 at Los 
Angeles County East Los Angeles Community 
Service Center for the Fiesta Educativa Annual 
Parent Conference.  This is a collaborative 
effort with Fiesta Educativa, LAUSD Division of 
Special Education, and other community 
organizations.  Each year, LAUSD sponsors 
conference attendance for a select number of 
parents of students with disabilities who 
attend LAUSD.  This year’s conference will be 
held November 6, 2017 at the California 
Endowment. 
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Preschool  
 

On October 12th, Early Childhood Special Education teachers spent a productive 
morning exploring the Preschool Learning Foundations.  The afternoon focus 
was “Connecting the Dots”.  Teachers worked in groups to take their resources 
for a spin!  Data from the Desired Results Developmental Profile paired with 
California Preschool Learning Foundations provided information for attendees 
to develop meaningful lessons using the Creative Curriculum guided by the 
California Preschool Curriculum Framework.  The professional development 
offered an opportunity to collaborate with colleagues, share strategies, and 
create meaningful lessons from The Creative Curriculum Study – Trees.   
 

 
 

Oral Interpretation 
An Oral Interpretation at an IEP Team 
Meeting Training was held on Oct. 13th 
at Banneker Career and Transition 
Center.  The training is coordinated by 
the MCD Monitoring/Division of Special 
Education Policies and Procedures 
department. Presenting to prospective 
IEP team member interpreters are 
Tamai Johnson and Maria Galdamez 
from LD Central Special Education 
office. 
 

Trainings are held at designated sites 
throughout the District during the 2017-
2018 school year. Eligible school staff 
can register for training on the Learning 
Zone. 

Inclusive Schools 
As part of an Option 3 
grant, CHIME Institute’s 
Schwarzenegger 
Community School held 
their annual Inclusive 
Schools Institute.  This 
Institute brings together 
charter and district 
schools to learn about 
the practices and 
philosophy of inclusion 
and then observe it in 
action.   
 

 

 Increasing and supporting integration opportunities for students with 
disabilities is an element of the Division of Special Education’s 2017-2019 Action Plan. Unified 
Sports is off to a great start this school year.  The Unified Sports Program is a partnership 
between the LAUSD Adapted Physical Education Program and Special Olympics Southern 
California.  The purpose of this program is to promote attitudes that foster acceptance and 
respect between students with and without disabilities through sports and other activities. 
Unified Sports allows for healthy competition that builds confidence amongst all individuals 
through hard work and camaraderie. Various high schools throughout each local district 
participate in this program during the school day.  Each team consists of athletes (students 
with disabilities) and partners (students without disabilities).  Currently, Unified Soccer is in full 
speed.  The Unified Soccer season League Finals begins the week of October 18th through the 
week of November 3rd. The City Championships games will be held November 8th, 9th, and 
16th.  Please come out and support the students of Unified Sports at Hollydale Park on 
November 8th and 9th from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm and Ferraro Park on November 16th from 
10:00 am to 1:00 pm. 
 

Everyone’s favorite activity is sharing with the group! 

Students from Carson HS and Gardena HS  
compete in Unified Soccer 2017 

Unified Soccer 


