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                        UPDATES          

Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS): 
MTSS Trainings:  

MTSS professional development is being completed at each Local District’s (LD) Special Education Leadership Academy (SPELA) meeting. To date, LDs South 

and Central have been completed. Local Districts Northeast/Northwest, East, and West are scheduled to be completed by the end of April 2018.       

MTSS Cohort 2 California Scale Up MTSS (SUMS) Grant Awardees: 
Provision of the required trainings to the Cohort 2 LAUSD SUMS grant awardees is in process.  Two trainings were completed in March, two are scheduled 
for April, and one is scheduled for May.  
 

MTSS Trainings to Local District Executive staff: 
All MTSS trainings for executive staff within each Local District is complete.  
 

Coming Soon: 
MTSS Campaign Video – April 2018, MTSS Reference Guide – April 2018, MTSS Toolkit – May/June 2018 
 

Dyslexia Support Plan:  
Elementary Assistant Principals and APEISs attended EAPO (Elementary Assistant Principal Organization) keynote presentation on the topic of dyslexia. 
During spring 2018 SPELA sessions, APEISs will also be offered an in-depth review of the new assessment policy regarding dyslexia. 
 
The Specific Learning Disability (SLD) Certification page of IEPs now includes the term “dyslexia”.  Also added to the SLD page are the following: 

 Reading fluency as one of the academic areas where a severe discrepancy exists 

 Phonological processing as one of the psychological processes which impacts learning 
 

Increase Reclassification of Long Term English Learners: 
Two-day in-person teacher workshops will be offered in May-June 2018 for secondary education and special education teachers on how to accelerate 
academic English proficiency skills of Long-Term English Learners (LTELS) with disabilities by leveraging research based strategies in differentiating 
integrated and designated ELD lessons to address language and content instruction. 
 

Behavior Intervention Implementation (BII) Improvement Program:   
The enrollment window for the 40-hour Intensive Positive Behavior Intervention and Support (PBIS) Training was extended until April 5, 2018. *This pilot 
program is only open to special education paraprofessionals that are currently assigned to schools in Local District South.   
 

For further information, please contact Roberta Wrobel, Specialist-Behavior at roberta.wrobel@lausd.net or 310-354-3581.    

Successful Exit of Students in Special Education: 
 The Exit and Reintegration presentations for principals have been completed in Local Districts Northeast and South.  The remaining Local Districts will 

be scheduled and completed by the end of the semester.  
 

 The Exit and Reintegration Parent Workshops have been completed in all Local Districts.  
 

Integrating Students with Disabilities into General Education 
Planning meetings with the 2018-2019 Integrated Sites continue.  Topics include review of integration plans, outline of professional development plans, 
program objectives, and resource allocation. 
 
REGISTRATION OPEN:  The Annual One Conference at Cal State Los Angeles will be held on May 12, 2018.  Call for proposals have been disseminated to 
prospective presenters and registration is now available at the following link: http://www.calstatela.edu/uas/uas-events-payment.  
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On March 22, 2018, 
Charter Operated Programs launched the very first 
LA Charter School Teen Court.  Developed by the L.A. 
County Court and Sheriff’s Department in 1995, Teen 
Court addresses severe misdemeanor crimes 
committed by juvenile offenders.  Juvenile offenders 
are questioned and sentenced by a jury of their 
peers from local high schools in an effort to divert  
at-risk youth away from the criminal justice system. 
Criminal Court Justices Lisa Lynch, Michael Carter, 
and David S. Wesley, accompanied by Family Law 
Judicial Officer, Laura Streimer, kicked off the event 
with a historical overview and a mock trial. Over 60 
attendees were in attendance as the Teen Court 
Advisory Club displayed their legal training and 
examination skills.  
 

      

Reduce Disproportionality of African-American Students with Disabilities in Special Education: 
 Over-identification: The Psychological Services Intervention Coordinators (ICs) have been collecting initial and identification referral data for the 

current school year. This data is used to identify the top 10 schools in each Local District which are over-referring African-American students for 
special education assessment, and identifying them as either Emotionally Disturbed (ED) or Other Health Impaired (OHI).  These identified schools 
who appear to be over-referring for special education and related services are targeted to receive additional SSPT and/or parent trainings based on 
need, with the purpose to provide support and strategies around pre-referral interventions. 
 

 Suspensions: The Division of Special Education will be conducting a symposium on April 13, 2018 regarding Alternatives to Suspension ~ Prevention is 
Key: Reducing Disproportionate Suspensions of African-American Students with Disabilities.  School teams who attend will be provided with 
prevention strategies and practical tools, techniques, and tips to promote the use of alternatives to suspension to establish a positive school climate 
and enhance overall school connectedness.   

 

 
Reduce Over-Identification of English Learners (ELs) with Disabilities: 
 The Division of Special Education and Multi-lingual Multicultural Education Departments (MMED) are in the process of finalizing the alternative 

language screening process for students that demonstrate non responses in both initial English and primary language assessments. 
 

 A professional development meeting has been scheduled for May 25, 2018, to train school psychologists Districtwide on the updated guidelines for 
the appropriate assessment of English Learners.  The assessment guidelines are a result of the new Master Plan, the new English Language Proficiency 
Assessments for California (ELPAC), and the new policy on the reclassification of LTELs.  The training for school psychologists will focus on the Best 
Practices for the assessment of English Learners and differentiating between language acquisition issues and a disability. 
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Professional Learning Communities (PLC) for Preschool for All Learners (PAL) Teachers 
 

Teachers attend monthly PLC meetings at their colleague’s schools so there is no need to travel far and ideas can 
be shared.  In March, PAL teachers attended a PLC that focused on the writing process.   Everyone loves to see how 
components of the Creative Curriculum are implemented as they visit various programs.   Emergent writing 
development was discussed and Intentional Teaching Cards that focus on writing were reviewed.  The teachers left 
with ideas for creating classroom environments that support not just the physical skills necessary to write, but also 
the cognitive and social aspects of writing. 


