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A little about myself……

On the “door prize sheet”, please share a bit 
about yourself and your email.  As the day 
progresses if you would like a certain research 
study or more information on something I 
comment on, please indicate. 

 I will collect the sheets at the end of the day for 
a door prize drawing (might be motivational!)



Goals for Our Time Together

 To be a facilitator of learning, rather than a storehouse of 
knowledge.

 To motivate you to use group engagement strategies by sharing 
a couple of hands-on examples.

 Interest you in learning more on your own about differentiation.

 To add value to the work that you do.



Teacher Quality

Teacher quality exerts greater 
influence on student 
achievement than any other 
factor in education – no other 
factor even comes close.

(Darling-Hammond, 1999; 
Hanushek, Kain, O’Brian, & 
Rivkin, 2005; Thompson & 
Wiliam, 2007; Vaughn, 2013).



87% of Students 

in grades K-5

Require 

Differentiated 

Instruction
- Reading Next



70% of Students 

in grades 6-12

Require 

Differentiated 

Instruction
- Reading Next



53% of High School 

Graduates

Enroll in remedial courses 

In post secondary education
- Reading Next



Years in School

Skills &

Demands What needs 
to happen to 
close  the 
gap?



Teachers 
need to 
use 
research 
based 
strategies!

Skills &

Demands

Years in 

School



Today’s presentation is for the teacher…..

• Instructional/teaching strategies are: 
techniques used by the teacher to enable 
students to learn more efficiently.



Substantive Research Based 
Effective Teaching Techniques?



What does it mean to use 
Research Based Instructional 
Strategies?

 Experimental, control or case study

Replicated over time

Replicated by numerous non-bias researchers

Official documentation of findings



Research Based Attributes of 
Effective Instruction





Technology has introduced a 
new version of engagement to 

classrooms

Karge, 2016



Yet, there remains a strong 
research base to support 
oral language as a strong 

component of 
achievement.

Karge, 2016



Emphasis: 
College AND Career Readiness (CCR)
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The concept behind the 

Common Core Standard goals 

for student learning is the 

students will be prepared to 

enter the workforce or a college 

program by the time they 

graduate from high school. 



According to Dr. Doug Reeves, 
Characteristics of schools that 
are effective for all students…. 



Characteristics of Schools that are Effective 
for All Students 

See work of Doug Reeves, Center for Performance Assessment @ makingstandardswork.com



When engagement strategies are 
implemented with fidelity ….

• All students are able to learn.

• All students deserve appropriate differentiated curriculum 
and accommodations to support their individual learning.

• Appropriate behavior is seen in classrooms where 
researched based effective teaching strategies are utilized. 

• Students participate in skills for college/career readiness. 



MARZANO’S HIGH – YIELD 
INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES

Engage 11 Strategies are Cooperative learning strategies – determined to have the 
greatest positive affect on student achievement for all students.

Setting objectives and providing feedback
Generating and testing hypothesis
Questions, cues, and advance organizers









Setting the Stage….
• Research has verified that 
• Good Teaching is Good Teaching
• Good Teaching requires differentiated instruction for 

All students (with and/without disability).
• Differentiation is the new norm!
• Learning is about meeting individual needs while 

working with groups of students.



When engagement 
strategies are 
implemented with 
fidelity ….

Students are engaged in 
learning and their 
knowledge and 
achievement increases. 

(Fredricks, Blumenfeld, & Paris, 
2004; Marzano, 2007; Vaughn, 
2014)



Engagement Strategies for all

• English Language Learners
• Twice Exceptional
• Students with Disabilities
• Very young children
• Elementary 
• Middle/Junior High 
• High School 
• College and Adult

Everyone Benefits!



Bloom’s Taxonomy

1956

Lorin Anderson’s Taxonomy

1991
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“Quality is never an accident; it is always
the result of high intention, sincere effort,
intelligent direction, and skillful execution;
it represents the wise choice of many
alternatives.”

- Willa A. Foster

Wise Choices Result From:
1) Teacher decisions related to instruction

2) Feedback Loop - Student Response to Instruction



Choral Response

– Responses can be oral or physical
– Use when answers short/same:
 To read a passage
 To reinforce a concept
 To reinforce knowledge based 

information
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Grade 2 Grade 4
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“Quality is never an accident; it is always
the result of high intention, sincere effort,
intelligent direction, and skillful execution;
it represents the wise choice of many
alternatives.”

- Willa A. Foster

Wise Choices Result From:
1) Teacher decisions related to instruction

2) Feedback Loop - Student Response to Instruction





Tell-Help-Check: Review 
Strategy

1’s Tell 2’s _________  (may add write first!)

2’s Listen then Help by adding/editing/improving…

Both Check



Tell-Help-Check: Review Strategy

1’s Tell 2’s What it means to use Research based 
strategies

2’s Listen then Help by adding/editing/improving…

Both Check on next slide



• Experimental, control or case study

• Replicated over time

• Replicated by numerous non-bias researchers

• Official documentation of findings

(Intentional, Systematic, Outcomes Based, 

Explicit, Engaging, FUN! )

(Check your work….how many of these were 
on your list?)

What does it mean to use 
Research Based Instructional Strategies?



Shift of Responsibility

An effective teacher must explore the 
topic, understand it and be willing to shift 
the responsibility of learning from himself 
or herself to the learner

(Crockett, Jukes & Churches, 2011)

The teacher becomes the facilitator of 
learning, not the guardian of knowledge. 



Formative Assessment
Formative assessment is an active and 
intentional learning process that partners the 
teacher and the students in continuously and 
systematically gather evidence of learning 
with the express goal of improving student 
achievement.

Advancing Formative Assessment in Every 
Classroom: A Guide For Instructional Leaders by 
Connie Moss and Susan Brookhart (2009)



Formative Assessment
• Formative assessment 

informs learning in real time 
– day to day and minute by 
minute in the classroom.

Advancing Formative 
Assessment in Every Classroom: 
A Guide For Instructional 
Leaders by Connie Moss and 
Susan Brookhart (2009)



Signals –



TEACHING IS HARD WORK!

Teamwork enhances the journey



Mission Planning

Analogy given to 
teacher education 
candidates related 
to teaching…..













Evaluate Mission



Mission Planning

• Need to develop a 
flight plan

• Plot out the Mission

• Execute the Mission

• Extreme teamwork 
and skill is needed

• Use of prior 
knowledge



Teach

ReflectAdjust



Universal Design

Universal Design was first 
introduced in the field of 
architecture to address the 
economic, functional, and 
aesthetic challenges associated 
with designing physical spaces 
for all people, including 
individuals with physical and 
cognitive disabilities. 

Karge, 2016



Do you 
differentiate?



Different Places – Different Needs

The right way to differentiate depends on the unique 
students in a classroom.

To successfully differentiate, teachers must first 
know their students.

Knowing what academic level students are at helps us 
understand where to begin.

If a student is not succeeding we find out why!
Then we look for the type of support that they need 

to help them learn specific concepts.
Video example





Differentiating the 
Common Core Curriculum 

– Carol Ann Tomlinson

How Why

Vary the Content
(What is taught)

Readiness
(Students are not at the same 
academic level)

Vary the Process
(How it is taught)

Learning Preferences
(Students prefer different ways 
of learning!)

Vary the Product
(What students produce)

Interests
(Students have different 
passions)

Chart developed by Wendy 
Conklin, 2011





Different Places – Different Needs

We make adjustments when students have trouble 
comprehending material

We look for new ways to present information, new 
manipulatives that make sense, and opportunities to 
provide additional support.

We scaffold the amount of support we provide.
 Differentiation is about meeting the needs of ALL 

students.
 Differentiation is providing the right amount of challenge 

for ALL students.



You go to a party!



I see you 

after the 

party.



Did you see 
Andrew?



62

I see you 

before

the party.



Let me know if you see Andrew.



What is the first thing do you do?



Strategy 4 – page 8 and 9
Think-Write -Pair-Share





Think-Write

 What does it mean to 

differentiate?  

 Do you differentiate? 

 Jot down a few examples 

of how you differentiate.



Think-Write-Pair

Pair with someone you typically do not talk 
to and discuss responses, noting similarities 
and differences. 



Think-Write-Pair-Share

•Students listen while the teacher poses questions or a task.

•Students are given quiet time answer the question.

•Students are cued to pair with a neighbor and discuss 
their responses, noting similarities and differences. 



Think-Write-Pair-Share

After rehearsing responses with a partner, students are 
invited to share publicly using language for 
reported speech. 
For example: 
My partner pointed out… 
My partner mentioned that…
We agreed that…
We decided that…



• This poster is on the wall in a 
classroom.

• The teacher referenced the 
poster prior to the Think-
Write-Pair-Share activity.

• The teacher felt the content 
was needed to differentiate for 
her students. 



“Formative 

assessment –

encompasses all those 

activities undertaken 

by teachers, and/or by 

their students, which 

provide information to 

be used as feedback to 

modify the teaching 

and learning activities 

are engaged.”



Ambassadors Strategy
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Ambassadors Strategy
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Emphasis: 
College AND Career Readiness (CCR)
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The concept behind the 

Common Core Standard 

goals for student learning 

is the students will be 

prepared to enter the 

workforce or a college 

program by the time they 

graduate from high 

school. 



Ambassadors:  
Discussion Strategy
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What do you do to ensure 

your students are college and 

career ready?

Brainstorm with your group 

– make sure everyone in the 

group can respond on an 

agreed upon response.

After an Ambassador will be 

called on.



Emphasis: 
College AND Career
Readiness (CCR)
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What do you do to ensure 

your students are college and 

career ready?

Ambassador  number 3 

please raise your hand.
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College Prepared v. College Ready 

College Preparedness

• College preparatory 
courses

• AP courses

• Competitive GPA

• Community service

• Extra-curricular activities

• Student leadership

College Readiness

• Comprehend as well as critique
• Read, speak and write 

academically
• Construct viable arguments
• Value evidence
• Communicate for multiple 

purposes
• Attend to precision
• Reason abstractly and 

quantitatively
• Make sense of problems



Integrating Differentiated 
Instruction is Critical to Successful Teaching of the Common Core.

• Give persistent 
attention to the art 
of teaching 
(Tomlinson & 
McTighe, 2006)
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Emphasis on 
21st Century 
Skills:
The 4 C’s

• Communication

• Collaboration

• Creativity

• Critical Thinking

Implementation of CCSS will require educators to utilize 
and model the 4 C’s

(Partnership for 21st Century Skills)



Emphasis on 
21st Century 
Skills:
The 4 C’s

• Communication

• Collaboration

• Creativity

• Critical Thinking

• Character

Implementation of CCSS will require educators to utilize 
and model the 4 C’s

(Partnership for 21st Century Skills)



Bloom’s Taxonomy

1956

Lorin Anderson’s Taxonomy

1991



Scaffolds.

...
Eventually are 

removed!!
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Ten Word Summary

In 10 words or less, summarize the most 
important aspects from today’s 
presentation……



Strategy 3 – pages 6 and 7
Magic Wand

 The teacher extends one arm and slowly moves it (waves) 
across the classroom.

 As the Magic Wand passes the student, they are to orally call 
out a big idea or summary of the content.

 The teacher whips around the class in relatively fast-paced 
and structured manner allowing as many students as possible 
to share an idea.

Karge 2014



Teaching is Hard Work!
The Common Core is about identifying the skills, knowledge, and 

habits of the mind that all learners need to be successful in 

society.

Matsuda, 2013 



Concordia University Program Features

• High contact with faculty

• Small cohort size and strategic groupings 

• Focused 3-year path to graduation

• Expect and assure scholarly research

• Streamlined dissertation track

• Individual Learning Plans (ILPs)

• Rigorous and integrated curriculum (Systems Thinking)

• Inspire ethical leadership

• Educational trips (Washington, DC; People’s Republic of China)

• Competitively priced











THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING!



Thank you!
I can be reached at 

bkarge@fullerton.edu

Or 

Belinda.Karge@cui.edu

mailto:bkarge@fullerton.edu

