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“Fight for the things that you care about, but
do it in a way that will lead others to join you."
- Ruth Bader Ginsburg

Schedule
Saturday, October 24, 2020

7:50-8:00 a.m.

Greetings, Introduction, and Overview
Alison Yoshimoto-Towery, Chief Academic Officer,
Division of Instruction &
Dr. Lucy Hunt, District Coordinator,
Gifted/Talented Programs,
Advanced Learning Options

8:00-8:55 a.m.

Session 1
Help Her Lead: Inspiring The Next
Generation of Elected Leaders
Erin Loos Cutraro, CEO, She Should Run

9:00-9:55 a.m.

Session 2
Meeting the Needs of Gifted Learners,
Jetsons-style
Lisa Van Gemert, Gifted Guru

9:55-10:10 a.m.
10:10-11:05 a.m.

Break
Session 3
Differentiated Instruction in
a Virtual Environment: Part II
Dr. Rachele Wagaman, Scholastic Education

11:10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Session 4
Teaching Finance as
an Act of Social Justice
Andrea Ferrero & Dyalekt, Pockets Change
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Accessing Digital Resources

Links to digital resources are included at the bottom of
each session page.
Evaluation Information

Please complete an evaluation at the completion of the
Symposium at this link:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2020GATESymposium
Certificate of Completion

From your Transcript on MyPLN, click “Completed” to
view and print your Certificate of Completion. Please
allow two weeks for attendance to be completed.
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Symposium Mission

The purpose of this annual event is to provide a one-day
Symposium designed to meet the needs of GATE/SAS teachers
and administrators (K-12). The boutique mini-conference
format, organizes speakers around a common theme to
delve deeply into effective strategies for meeting the needs
of gifted learners. Today’s Symposium theme reflects the
extraordinary times we are currently experiencing: Practical
Tools for Gifted Learners During Impractical Times.
Acknowledgments

The Symposium is funded by a special Title IV grant, Propelling
Academic Success in Creativity and Leadership (PASCAL), that
supports training on Creativity and Leadership for educators.
We hope you enjoy the event today.
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Help Her Lead: Inspiring The Next
Generation of Elected Leaders
Session 1 - 8:00 - 8:55 a.m
She Should Run will provide an empowering session that provides teachers
with resources to help student leaders realize the power of their voices and
imagine the possibilities for positive change in elected office. Discussion
will center on how to support girls, in particular, in identifying their
strengths and navigating barriers to leadership, including discrimination.
Finally, the session will equip teachers with the practical tools and talking
points they need to encourage all of their students, regardless of gender, to
participate in building a healthy democracy.

Erin
Loos Cutraro
Founder & CEO, She Should Run

Erin Loos Cutraro is the Founder and CEO of She Should
Run, a nonpartisan nonprofit promoting leadership and
encouraging women from all walks of life to run for public
office. Since its founding in 2011, more than 26,000 women
have been encouraged to run for office through She
Should Run’s efforts, and over 18,000 women have indicated they are
preparing for a future through She Should Run’s flagship program, the
Incubator. Ms. Loos Cutraro has an extensive background in designing
and implementing strategic programs for companies, campaigns, and
organizations that traverse the public policy, nonprofit, and financial
business arenas. She is a respected voice on gender equality in elected
leadership, a sought-after public speaker, and has served as a featured
presenter and facilitator nationwide. She has been featured in the
New York Times, The Washington Post, NBC News, Vice News and was
profiled in 2019 as one of Entrepreneur magazine’s 100 Powerful
Women.
Digital Resources

Help Her Lead Curriculum
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Meeting the Needs of
Gifted Learners, Jetsons-style
Session 2 - 9:00 - 9:55 a.m

What are the must-have tools for teachers to meet the needs
of advanced learners in a digital world? This session shares
the five things every teacher needs and how to use them to
differentiate & elevate gifted learners.

Lisa
Van Gemert
Educator, Speaker &
Gifted and Talented Consultant

Lisa Van Gemert is an educator by training and
a gifted student. She has been a teacher, a
school administrator, a homeschooling mom, a
paralegal, and an Army Intelligence Analyst. She shares resources for
educators and parents on her website giftedguru.com and is co-founder
of the Gifted Guild, a professional community for educators of the
gifted. She is a frequent conference keynote speaker, facilitator of
educational and business professional development, expert consult
to television shows including Lifetime’s Child Genius, and author of
articles published in magazines and peer-reviewed journals. She is
author of the book Perfectionism: Practical Strategies for Managing
Never Good Enough. Today, Ms. Van Gemert is presenting the top tools
to differentiate virtual learning for gifted learners.
Digital Resources

Downloadable Resources
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Differentiated Instruction in
a Virtual Environment: Part II
Session 3 - 10:10 - 11:05 a.m

In this session, participants will review this personalized and
data-driven approach to instruction and explore differentiated
strategies for a virtual or blended classroom. Through an
exploration of three techniques – tiering, workstations, and
compacting, participants will be able to use data to develop
differentiated lessons for a virtual environment.

Rachele
Wagaman
Literacy Specialist,
Scholastic Education

Dr. Rachele Wagaman is an educator with
more than 10 years of teaching and
administrative experience in elementary
schools and three years of experience instructing and coaching
student teachers during their teaching credential programs. Dr.
Wagaman not only brings expertise but also a strong dedication to
developing lasting and current curriculum and instructional practices
at the school and classroom levels. Along with her expertise and
dedication to best practices, Dr. Wagaman has a deep passion for the
development of educators within the field of education.
Digital Resources

Scholastic Education Information
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Teaching Finance as an
Act of Social Justice
Session 4 - 11:10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m
Pockets Change will present on financial resilience. Teaching
students about finance impacts much more than wallets, it’s critical
to self-advocacy, promoting social justice, and addressing educational
equity. Pockets Change will present on the transformative power of
having money conversations to enrich learning and equip diverse
learners with tools to create change. All participants will receive
access to an online library of instructional materials to bring topics to
life in their classroom.

Andrea Ferrero

Co-Founder & Executive Director of
Pockets Change

Dyalekt

Director of Pedagogy for Pockets Change

Andrea Ferrero is the Co-Founder & Executive Director of
Pockets Change building financial resilience through Hip
Hop pedagogy. She became an educator sixteen years ago
in the Navajo Nation where she grew up. Innovation
driven by necessity led her to the world of financial literacy and
ed-tech. She received a B.S. in Elementary Education from Northern
Arizona University and two Master’s in Educational Leadership and
Curriculum & Instruction with Multicultural Contexts from Azusa
Pacific University.
Dyalekt is an MC, educator, and playwright, from St. Croix, USVI. Based in
Brooklyn, NY he has been active in the Hip Hop scene since 2003. He is the
Director of Pedagogy for Pockets Change, with an outreach of thousands
of students and educators. His most recent work is The Museum of Dead
Words and the podcast for the Race & Wealth network.
Digital Resources

Pockets Change Library of Instructional Materials
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