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Parent Learning Opportunities 2021-2022
Looking back and looking forward
This year, Gifted/Talented Programs, Advanced Learning Options, trained over
4,900 parents through our online webinars and annual parent conference. Topics
included sessions on Schools for Advanced Studies, gifted magnets, the
Conservatory of Fine Arts and visual/performing identification, and LA Unified
gifted identification frequently asked questions. Additionally, sessions with experts
in the field of
gifted
education
such as Dr.
Joy Lawson
Davis, Dr.
Eugenia
Mora-Flores
and Dr. Nicole
Tetreault
were also
offered.
Parent
participation
data indicated
that more
parents attended weeknight webinars than the Annual GATE/SAS Parent
Conference which is held on a Saturday and lasts several hours. Data throughout
the year, also showed that parents preferred shorter sessions held during the week
and appreciated having the sessions recorded for later viewing if they had to leave
early or were unable to attend. Based on this information, Gifted/Talented
Programs will move entirely to a weeknight webinar format for the 2022-2023
school year. Webinars will take place every other month with all sessions being
recorded and posted on our website. Gifted/Talented Programs has created a
survey for parents to provide input for next school year’s sessions. Your input will
support efforts to make GATE parent learning opportunities the best they can be.
Survey link: https://forms.gle/aG42oz7bnH98J8tZ7
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Summer 2022
Family Ideas to
Support Learning
this Summer!
Summer Reading
The Los Angeles Public
Library is sponsoring
their annual Summer
Reading and Activity
program. Read and
complete learning
activities toward great
prizes! https:///
lapl.org/summer
Summer
Swimming
Los Angeles pools are
offering low- and nocost swimming lessons
this summer at all skill
levels. More
information can be
found at Swim LA.
https://
www.swimla.org/
MuseumVisits
Los Angeles museums
are amazing learning
opportunities but can
add up in price.
Fortunately, most have
free days. Here’s the list
of when to go in June:
https://
www.welikela.com/
heres-a-cheatsheet-offree-museum-days-in-la-for-june-2022/
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Preparing Your Child for Intellectual Ability Testing
Preparation is a significant factor when it comes to gifted assessment. This article by Aaron Socie,
Designated Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) Psychologist, will help you prepare your child prior to
intellectual ability testing. Our psychologists are disheartened when students are surprised or confused
upon arrival for testing. Questions such as “What is this for?” or “Why am I here?” may indicate that a
student may not be “test ready.” Conversely, when students understand why they are being tested, the
testing experience goes more smoothly and students are able to focus on the assessment. In short, teachers
and parents should share with students why they are being assessed and when the assessment will happen.
Most are aware of basic ways to prepare for an important test - get to bed on time the night before, have a
healthy breakfast, be prompt. However, there are other important ways to prepare for gifted assessment.
Although pre-exposure to a particular test will invalidate results, exposure to the types of thinking that are
featured in assessment can help students to demonstrate their full potential. It makes sense that students
who frequently engage in reading and discussions will have broader general knowledge and vocabulary
with which to understand and respond to questions. Beyond this, it is important to foster critical thinking
skills in students. This means that students should demonstrate some analysis as opposed to simply
guessing when presented with tasks or questions. This could include asking clarifying questions, utilizing
process of elimination, and engaging in some internal dialogue, e.g., “I understand the example I was
shown, so how can I apply that to this question?”. These are skills and habits that are developed over time
and certainly prior to the day of testing. A good start is encouraging children to ask questions and then
seek answers for themselves.
Another way to facilitate critical thinking is through games and activities. One game that helps to develop
visualization and logical thinking is SET, which was distributed to all elementary schools during the
2018-19 school year by Gifted/Talented Programs. This game is one example of what is available to
support gifted testing preparation and, in combination with these supportive habits, will give your child
their best chance at displaying their intellectual capacity on testing day.
1. Establish good communication between home and school to prepare your child for when and why they
will be assessed.
2. Provide frequent opportunities for reading and discussion outside of
school.
3. Foster critical thinking skills as discussed above.
4. Provide additional games and activities that support skills such as
Important Dates
visualization and use of logic.
✦ August 15:
5. Prepare your child physically prior to testing to avoid pitfalls such as
First day of school for the
hunger or tiredness.
Parents may be tempted to avoid discussing gifted testing with anxious
students. Although anxiety is a real concern, there are alternative ways to
address it since a surprise test is likely to cause a fair amount of anxiety.
Consider instead equipping students with strategies for reducing anxiety such
as deep breathing and positive self-talk. Parents might also speak to their
school's GATE Coordinator about other ways the psychologist can support.
Although every eventuality cannot be accounted for, when children are well
prepared for testing it supports the best possible outcome for all.

2022-2023 school year

✦ September 2:

Admissions Day No school
✦ September 5:

Labor Day Holiday
✦ September 26:

Unassigned Day No school
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