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Advanced Learning Options
World-Class Advanced Learning and Educational Opportunities
Gifted/Talented Programs is proud to be part of Advanced Learning Options (ALO).
ALO includes different programs that work together to provide amazing opportunities
to ensure every L.A. Unified student graduates prepared for college, career and life
success. The additional ALO programs are Advanced Placement (AP), AP Readiness,
AP/IB Exam Fee Waiver Program, Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID),
AVID Excel, GEAR UP for LA, International Baccalaureate Program, Pre-AP, PSAT/SAT
and Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC). Below are updates from
some of the ALO Programs.
Conservatory of Fine Arts
In March, the Conservatory of Fine Arts completed its 41st season virtually; however,
the program was able to host its first in-person gatherings in two years to present
student work to families. Performing arts students presented their showcase at
Esteban Torres High School on April 2, 2022. Visual arts hosted an art show at
California State University, Los Angeles, on April 3, 2022. Videos of student work for
those unable to attend the live shows are available on http://achieve.lausd.net/gate.
This season, the program served approximately 500 students in grades 3-12 that have
been identified as talented in visual or performing arts or have been referred by their
school of attendance. Conservatory applications for the 2022-2023 season are
scheduled to be available on http://apply.lausd.net from June 1 to September 1,
2022.
GEAR UP 4 LA
GEAR UP 4 LA transitioned back to in-person services in fall 2021, providing over
37,000 hours of support to nearly 14,000 ninth- and tenth-grade students across our
43 schools. Through workshops and proactive counseling, students and families
received college, career and social-emotional support. Peer Mentor Summits boosted
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confidence, leadership and college knowledge. Hybrid Parent Summits and virtual workshops ensured families had
the tools to support their students in high school and their postsecondary journeys. Students also explored their
interests via in-person Career Technical Education college visits, virtual summer bridge programs and dual
enrollment courses.

Advanced Placement
The Advanced Placement (AP) Readiness program celebrated two years of virtual learning! With over thirty topics
to choose from in STEM and the Humanities, students participate twice a month on Saturdays. Each month, ALO,
in collaboration with UCLA provides several thousand AP students from across the District with extended learning
opportunities. AP students who would like to participate may register at https://centerx.gseis.ucla.edu/apreadiness/.
In March, 11th grade students took the SAT, creating access and opportunity for any class of 2023 student who
wanted to take the exam. ALO also delivered professional development workshops to prepare AP Coordinators for
the 2022 AP Exam administration and to ensure income-eligible students take advantage of the AP/IB Exam Fee
Waiver Program. It is expected that District high schools will administer over 70 thousand AP exams this year.

Gifted Identification/Verification
Gifted/Talented Programs provides GATE identification in seven categories. For universal screening for GATE
identification in the High Achievement Ability category, all 3rd- and remaining 4th -grade students who missed
testing in spring 2020 due to school closures were administered the OLSAT-8 test in fall 2021. In March, all 2nd
grade students were administered the OLSAT-8 test. Students that meet eligibility criteria are identified gifted in the
High Achievement Ability category. GATE identification for qualifying students based on their OLSAT-8 scores is an
automatic process and parents are notified by their child’s school. This May, over 600 students will be assessed in
the Visual and Performing Arts process. Invited students will be returning to in-person demonstrations and
auditions for the first time since fall 2019.

School Spotlight
Science Academy STEM Magnet (Local District Northwest)
The Science Academy STEM Magnet is a gifted magnet located in Local
District Northwest. Already having State and World Championship
teams in the areas of Science, Aerospace Design and Robotics, the
Science Academy STEM Magnet has created a new program aimed at
meeting the high demand for pilots and engineers in the field of
Avionics and Transportation Systems. Having knowledge and
experience in the field is important when choosing a career related to
Aviation. In The Aviation Club of The Science
Academy STEM Magnet, the students learn
about Aerodynamics, Engine Mechanics, Electronics, Communication, and Piloting.
Many of these topics go beyond Aviation, and can be applied in many different fields. A
large component of the club’s activities is based around flight simulators, located in the
school’s Innovation Lab. There, they simulate the characteristics of flight and the
technicalities of piloting an aircraft. In addition, the students of The Aviation Club of The
Science Academy STEM Magnet are associated with Clipper Aviation, a flight school based
at the Van Nuys airport which has allowed students to get hands-on experience with
aircraft and experience actual flight. The school plans to coordinate more events with
the airport, along with other aviation organizations, to provide flight lessons for club
members interested in becoming pilots, along with other aviation organizations. The
Aviation Club of The Science Academy STEM Magnet and the aviation industry as a whole,
are built around teamwork and comradery. Communication skills and leadership are refined in such a field, and
aviation can truly bring the best out of people.
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