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GATE/SAS Parent Workshops
Upcoming Events for Parent Learning
Gifted/Talented Programs is proud to offer new learning opportunities for parents of
gifted and high achieving students. The first event is the workshop Brave New Gifted
Worlds: Designing Effective Supports for Learning at Home and at School with Dr.
Morgan Appel, Assistant Dean for Education and Community Outreach (ECO) at UC San
Diego Extension. Dr. Appel specializes in gifted and talented education; the neuroscience
of teaching and learning; arts integration; and supporting socioemotional needs of
diverse gifted and talented learners. This workshop has been divided into two sessions.
The first session will be held on Wednesday, January 20, 2021 and will be geared
towards parents of elementary students. The second session for parents of students in
middle and high school students will be held on Thursday, January 21, 2021. This
webinar will focus on offering unique insights, strategies and resources to support gifted
children and young adults in remote and hybrid learning environments. Dr. Appel will
be referencing A Parent's Guide to Distance Learning from UC San Diego which can be
found on the Parent page of our website at https://achieve.lausd.net/Page/2286#spncontent. (The Guide is also linked.)
The 12th Annual GATE/SAS Parent Conference will be offered virtually this year. Lisa
Van Gemert, who is an educator, speaker and consultant, will be headlining our event.
Ms. Van Gemert is a dynamic speaker and brings with her a wealth of knowledge of
gifted education. Following Ms. Van Gemert, we are excited to have Seth Perler who will
be speaking on Executive Functioning skills. Parents will learn what Executive
Functioning (EF) skills are, and how gifted, twice-exceptional (2e) and other students
are impacted by legitimate EF challenges that interfere with their ability to be successful
in school and life. For the final session of the conference, we will be showing the
documentary Screenagers NEXT CHAPTER: Uncovering Skills for Stress Resilience. The film
was shown at our Spring Parent Meetings last February and the response was so positive
we wanted to provide families another viewing opportunity. In this documentary,
filmmaker and physician Dr. Delaney Ruston identifies the challenges in our current
screen-filled society, and how we, as parents and schools, can empower teens to
overcome mental health challenges and build emotional agility, communication savvy
and stress resilience.
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With the Winter Recess
approaching and
COVID-19 still present,
families will need to
find ways to spend time
together at home. For
many families, the
winter holidays are
some of the most
memorable holidays of
the year, but may look
different this year. Here
are some ideas to kick
off the season:
1) Drive through the
city’s best holiday lights
at Candy Cane Lane in
the San Fernando
Valley or the Sleepy
Hollow Christmas
Lights Extravaganza in
the South Bay
(Torrance).
2) Write a holiday card
to a U.S. soldier
overseas! Contact the
American Red Cross
Los Angeles Region to
find out where to send
your card.
3) Make holiday gifts
for neighbors and
friends and spread
holiday cheer by
leaving them on their
doorstep with a note.
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COVID-19 GATE Parent Identification Updates
Gifted/Talented Programs would like to remind parents that due to COVID-19 safety protocols, all staff are working
remotely. At this time, you can contact us by leaving a detailed email message at GATE@lausd.net. We will respond to your
email within one business day. Additionally, we encourage you to visit our “Important Information During Distance
Learning” webpage at https://achieve.lausd.net/Page/16576 which includes the most up-to-date information from our
office. We have also included Identification updates below.
Intellectual Ability Identification
In November 2020, select designated GATE psychologists began conducting 1:1 Intellectual Ability assessments in
accordance with District and CDC guidelines and protocols. The designated GATE psychologists began with the pending
2019-2020 referrals. Intellectual Ability questions can be directed to Wynne Wong-Cheng, District Coordinator, at
wynne.wong@lausd.net or the designated GATE psychologist assigned to support your school.
Visual and Performing Arts Ability Identification
All students (grades 2-12) with complete referral applications by the Wednesday, April 14, 2021 deadline, will be assessed
in the spring of 2021. The spring assessment process may be conducted virtually or in person. This decision will be based
on guidelines from the Los Angeles County Public Health Department and the Center for Disease Control. For questions
regarding Gifted/Talented Programs Visual and Performing Arts identification, please contact Susanna Furfari, District
Coordinator, at susanna.furfari@lausd.net.
Creative and Leadership Ability Identification
Identification referrals for creative and leadership identification continue to be accepted online from schools. The last day
to submit referrals for the 2020-2021 school year is Friday, May 21, 2021. To initiate a referral, please contact your child’s
school of attendance. For questions regarding Gifted/Talented Programs, Creative and Leadership Ability identification,
please contact Michelle Papazyan, District Specialist, at mpapazya@lausd.net.
Application Timeline for 2021-2022 to Highly Gifted Magnet (HGM) Programs
During school closures, intellectual testing for identification as highly gifted (HG) or highly gifted applicable (HGA)
was suspended. (Based on how the tests are normed, standardized assessments must be conducted face-to-face by a
District designated GATE psychologist for the test results to be valid.) However, in November 2020, select designated GATE
psychologists began conducting 1:1 Intellectual Ability assessments in accordance with District and CDC guidelines and
protocols. In accordance with District protocol of first come, first served, the designated GATE psychologists, who are
conducting the 1:1 Intellectual Ability assessments, are addressing first pending 2019-2020 referrals. The second highest
priority for testing will include approved reassessment cases that were initially scheduled for testing in spring 2020, and
lastly, any new HG referrals.
As a result, the on-time application for HGM has been adjusted and will occur in spring 2021. Highly Gifted Magnets will
not be listed in the Choices application during the on-time application window (October 1-November 20). If eligible,
interested applicants may use the late application to apply for an HGM and be considered “on time.”

Propelling Academic Success in Creativity and
Leadership
Gifted/Talented Programs strives to offer outstanding
professional development to the teachers of L.A.
Unified. Our Propelling Academic Success in
Creativity and Leadership (PASCAL) initiative focuses
on increasing teacher skills in the development and
implementation of student experiences for students
that intentionally cultivate 21st century skills,
mindsets and literacies. Participating teachers also
receive free access for their students to enrichment
programs such as Renzulli Learning, Odyssey of the Mind, Future Problem Solving, and Every
Monday Matters. This year, participating elementary and middle school students can enroll in
Camp Zoomitude, an after-school program that provides enrichment for students in grades 3
through 8. Students will dive into social-emotional learning (SEL) and discover how to become
school and community leaders. Check with your child’s school to see if they are participating in
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learning
opportunity.
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Important Dates
✦ Dec. 21 - Jan. 8:

Winter Recess
✦ January 11: Second

Semester Begins
✦ January 18: Dr. Martin

L. Kings, Jr.’s Birthday
Holiday
✦ January 20: Special

Virtual Parent
Workshop (Elementary)
✦ January 21: Special

Virtual Parent Workshop
(Middle School and
High School)
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