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Spring 2021
Family Tips
Free Ideas for
Family Fun
Spring is here! Now
is a great time to get
outside and enjoy
nature with your
family. Here are
some outdoor
activities to do:

Advanced Learning Options
World-Class Advanced Learning and Educational Opportunities
Did you know that Gifted/Talented Programs is a part of Advanced Learning Options
(ALO)? ALO includes different programs that all work together to provide amazing
opportunities that ensure every L.A. Unified student graduates prepared for college,
career and life success. The additional ALO programs are Advanced Placement (AP), AP
Readiness, AP/IB Exam Fee Waiver Program, Advancement Via Individual Determination
(AVID), AVID Excel, GEAR UP for LA, International Baccalaureate Program, Pre-AP,
PSAT/SAT and Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC). Despite the
COVID-19 pandemic, all ALO programs have kept running in creative ways and inclusive
ways. Below are just a few of the amazing accomplishments that ALO has achieved to
continue to support the students of L.A. Unified.
Conservatory of Fine Arts
The Conservatory of Fine Arts went virtual this year! The virtual program currently serves
340 students in grades 3-12 that have been identified as talented in visual or performing
arts or are continuing from past seasons in the program. To ensure their participation,
over 200 visual arts students were mailed supplies to use in their art projects and are
continuing to learn a variety of art-making techniques. Performing arts students are
learning on-camera techniques for use in their careers. The Conservatory did not accept
new applications this year due to lack of space, but plan to reopen applications on http://
apply.lausd.net from June 1 to September 2, 2021, for the 2021-2022 season.
GEAR UP 4 LA
GEAR UP 4 LA adapted its services last year to continue providing virtual support to over
19,000 students. Proactive virtual counseling ensured students and families received
college, career and social-emotional support. Eighth and ninth graders participated in a
virtual Mentor Summit series to boost confidence, leadership and college knowledge.
Virtual Winter Camp gave students a chance to participate in enrichment and personal
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Parks: Parks are
open! Bring a ball to
throw or kick or
enjoy a picnic under
some trees. Play tag
or have a race to get
some exercise.
Beaches: One of
the best features of
Southern California
is access to the
beach and ocean.
Beaches are open to
enjoy the sunshine
and participate in
water sports. Don’t
forget your towels
and sunscreen!
Trails: Hiking
outside is a great
way to see spring
wildflowers and
other wonders of
nature while getting
some exercise.
Some trails require
reservations, so
check in advance
before you go.
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development classes. Additional distance learning classes for GEAR UP 4 LA students are
offered this spring through dual enrollment with L.A. City College.

Advanced Placement
The Advanced Placement Readiness program went virtual this year! Twice a month on
Saturdays, ALO working with UCLA provides several thousand AP students from across
the District with extended learning opportunities for over 34 Humanities and STEM AP
courses. AP students who would like to participate may register at https://
centerx.gseis.ucla.edu/ap-readiness/.

Important Dates
✦ May 21: Deadline

for Creative and
Leadership Ability
Referrals
✦ May 31: Memorial

Day Holiday Schools
Closed

In March, ALO delivered professional development workshops to prepare AP
Coordinators for the 2021 AP Exam administration and ensure income-eligible students
take advantage of the AP/IB Exam Fee Waiver Program. It is expected that District high
schools will administer over 70 thousand AP exams this year. Advanced Learning Options also collaborated with
various Division of Instruction departments in the delivery of professional development workshops, including A-G
café series and the High School Counselor Conference.

Gifted Identification/Verification
Gifted/Talented Programs continues to identify students in all seven categories. When permitted, the designated
GATE psychologists (DGPs) conducted Intellectual Ability assessments in October, November and December. After
suspending testing in December, DGPs resumed testing on March 4, 2021. In addition, students in the Creative and
Leadership Ability categories are identified through online portfolios. In May over 600 students will be assessed in
the Visual and Performing Arts in an online demonstrations/audition process. In addition to formal identification, a
verification of eligibility process is in place to ensure equitable access to GATE programs, services and support for
non-identified students.

School Spotlight
Third Street Elementary (Local District West)
At Third Street Elementary, field trips are recognized as important
moments in learning that allow students to build on and gain a better
understanding of topics, encounter and explore novel things in an
authentic setting and expose them to worlds outside their own. While
the pandemic has unfortunately kept students from going on inperson excursions, Third Street teachers have found other ways to
engage their Schools for Advanced Studies (SAS) students. In one
fifth grade classroom, students participated in a NASA Jet Propulsion
Laboratory (JPL) webinar a day before the launch of Mars rover, Perseverance. During the webinar, students
listened to various engineers and scientists from JPL and learned about its robotic arm and “hand tools” that are
used to extract cores from rocks, take microscopic images and analyze the elemental composition and mineral
makeup of Martian rocks and soil. Students also learned about the challenges involved in the harrowing final
descent and touchdown of the rover on Mars. As many of the students had previously seen the rover under
construction on a third-grade field trip to JPL, the webinar was a powerful, connecting learning experience. In
another third-grade class, students have gone on virtual trips to the Autry Museum of the American West and to
The Broad Museum. At the Autry, students had an opportunity to study historical artifacts and learn how animals
supported American West communities while engaging live with museum staff members. At the Broad, students
piloted a new educational program where a docent led students on a live virtual tour. During the tour, students
had the opportunity to study, pose questions, and discuss, in depth, the sculpture, Ballon Dog (Blue) by Jeff Koons.
(If your school has something to share for the “School Spotlight” section, please email Susanna Furfari, District Coordinator, at susanna.furfari@lausd.net.)
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