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OVERVIEW – 2014-15 Interim Assessment #1 
LAUSD K-2 narrative writing task utilizes the resources from achievethecore.org: In Common: Effective 
Writing for All Students.  

This is a formative assessment to measure students’ independent narrative writing ability at this 
point in the year, and to inform future writing instruction. 

ADMINISTRATION PROTOCOL: 
K-2 Common Core State 
Standards Evaluated  
on LAUSD Rubric 

Writing 3 (Narrative) 
Language 1 (Grammar & Usage) 
Language 2 (Conventions) 

	  

K-2 Common Core State 
Standards Engaged in 
Process for Administration 

Reading Literary 3 
Reading Informational 2 
Speaking & Listening 1 

• (Please ensure student discussion protocols are established at the beginning of the year in order for 
students to engage in the assessment process.) 

• Teacher should display the image to accompany this assessment, and make it clearly accessible 
to all students throughout the assessment. 

• Students should have access to drawing and writing materials, so they can capture their 
thoughts on paper during pair-share discussions and drafting. 

• Students can draw in preparation for the assessment, but must write independently to be 
scored on the assessment. 

• Mark student work with 3 rubric-based scores. See rubric p.4. 
• Please do not model the task with cloze sentences prior to the assessment, provide pre-made 

graphic organizers, or scaffold the writing beyond what is described in the administration 
procedures.  

TEACHER MATERIALS: 
o Teacher directions 
o PHOTO IMAGE (print one per student or pair, and/or project accessibly)  
o Rubric reflecting CCSS grade level standards for Writing and Language 

 
STUDENT PAGES: 

o Photo image with writing task checklist 
 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES available online:  
The In Common resources augment the annotated student writing samples in CCSS Appendix C and 
support grade level and vertical articulation at school sites.  

o Student Writing Samples from Achieve the Core “In Common” Resources: 
http://www.achievethecore.org/page/507/in-common-effective-writing-for-all-students 
 
Note: Only Writing Standard 3 was considered when the student writing pieces were 
annotated in the Achieve the Core “In Common” Resources.  
Mastery of conventions – addressed in the CCSS Language Standards – was not evaluated. 
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Grade 2 Prompt for Narrative Writing 
Teacher Directions 

This assessment can be administered in several sessions with second grade students.   
INTRODUCTION – [3-5 min] 

1) Today you’re going to write a NARRATIVE based on a picture. 

2) I will show you the picture.   
What do you see happening in the picture? What kind of story could you tell about it? 

3) Before writing your narrative:  
Think about the things you can see happening in this picture. 
What events will you write about – and in what order?  
What details can you include, to describe the characters’ actions, thoughts, and feelings? 
What might the characters be saying? 
What would be a good ending for your narrative? 

4) You’re going to share your ideas with your partner.  

STUDENTS IN PAIRS/SMALL GROUPS FOR DISCUSSION – [10-20 min] 
(Speaking & Listening 1) 

5) Now decide what you’re going to draw and write about. You can draw and make notes for 
your writing while you work with a partner. 

o Talk with your partner, and share what are going to include in your narrative,  
based on the picture. 

o Talk with your partner about the events you’re going to write about, and  
the order in which they happen. 

o What details can you add, to describe the characters’ actions, thoughts, and feelings? 
o How are you going to conclude your narrative? 

DRAFTING AFTER STUDENT DISCUSSION – [Estimate 30-55 min] 
(Writing 3, Language 1 & 2) 
[The goal is to capture students’ authentic expression. Please avoid use of cloze sentences/sentence frames.] 

5) You’re going to write your narrative now.   
Let’s look at the instructions.   [Orient students to prompt-checklist.]  

You are going to: 
q Write about the events happening in the picture. 
q Add details to describe the characters’ actions, thoughts and feelings.  
q Use temporal words to tell the order in which the events happen.  
q Conclude your narrative with a good ending.  

 
6) Now, draft your narrative about the events in the picture.  

[As students are writing, walk around and make notes on how students are able to write their narrative.] 

PROOFREADING– [10-15 min] 
Take students through the prompt-checklist to make sure they’ve done what prompt is asking, and they 
proofread for conventions. 
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Second Grade: Available from the Second Grade Visual Vocabulary Resources, (VVR), Pg. 69. McGraw-Hill California Treasures. 

 
q Write about what is happening in the picture.  
q Include details: actions, thoughts, and feelings of the characters you see in the picture. 
q Use temporal words and phrases to sequence the events. 
q Write legibly, spell correctly and use complete sentences. 
q Use capital letters and end punctuation. 
q Include a conclusion. 

 
Second Grade: Available from the Second Grade Visual Vocabulary Resources, (VVR), Pg. 69. McGraw-Hill California Treasures. 

 
q Write about what is happening in the picture.  
q Include details: actions, thoughts, and feelings of the characters you see in the picture. 
q Use temporal words and phrases to sequence the events. 
q Write legibly, spell correctly and use complete sentences. 
q Use capital letters and end punctuation. 
q Include a conclusion. 
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Teacher’s Rubric – NARRATIVE – Grade 2 
q Write about what is happening in the picture.  
q Include details: actions, thoughts, and feelings of the characters you see in the picture. 
q Use temporal words and phrases to sequence the events. 
q Write legibly, spell correctly and use complete sentences. 
q Use capital letters and end punctuation. 
q Include a conclusion. 

 

 

CCSS Writing Standard 3: 
Write narratives in which they recount a well-
elaborated event or short sequence of events, 
include details to describe actions, thoughts, 
and feelings, use temporal words to signal 
event order, and provide a sense of closure. 

CCSS Language Standard 1: 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing 
or speaking. (a-j*) 
*Order of lettered standards follows March 2013 
edition of CA CCSS. 

CCSS Language Standard 2: 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling when writing. (a-e*) 
*Standards apply if elements present in student 
writing. 
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• Meets all criteria for score of 3 

• Includes many details to describe 
actions, thoughts, and feelings 
(W3) 

• Begins to use dialogue to show 
responses of characters to 
situations (W3) 

• Meets all criteria for score of 3 

• All noun plurals and past tense verb forms 
are formed and used correctly (L1b, L1d) 

• All sentences are complete, and narrative 
includes a variety of sentence types, 
including simple and compound sentences 
(L1f) 

• Meets all criteria for score of 3 

• Uses spelling patterns and 
generalizations involving adding 
suffixes to base words (e.g., sitting, 
smiled, cried, babies, happiness) (L2e 
[part of Gr 3 standard 2e]) 

• Begins to use commas and quotation 
marks to indicate dialogue  (L2c Gr 3) 

3 

• Recounts a well elaborated 
event or a short sequence of 
events (W3)  

• Includes details to describe 
actions, thoughts and feelings 
(W3) 

• Uses temporal words to signal 
event order (W3) 

• Provides a sense of closure (W3) 

• Forms and uses frequently occurring 
irregular plural nouns (e.g., feet, children, 
teeth, mice, fish) (L1b) 

• Forms and uses the past tense of frequently 
occurring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid, told) 
(L1d) 

• Uses adjectives and adverbs, and chooses 
between them depending on what is to be 
modified (L1e) 

• Uses complete simple and compound 
sentences (L1f)	  

• Creates readable documents with legible 
print (L1g) 

• Capitalizes first word of sentence, 
dates, names of people, holidays, 
product names and geographic names 
(L2a – Gr K-2) 

• Uses punctuation correctly: end 
punctuation for sentences, and 
commas in a series, in dates, in 
greetings and closings of letters  
(L2b Gr 1&2)	  

• Uses an apostrophe to form 
contractions and frequently occurring 
possessives (L2c)  

• Generalizes learned spelling patterns 
when writing words (L2d)	  	  
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• Recounts an event without much 
detail, or several unrelated 
events 

• The actions, thoughts, and 
feelings are described with 
minimal detail 

• Forms and uses regular plural nouns (e.g., 
legs, kids, dogs) but may use irregular plurals 
incorrectly 

• Forms and uses the regular past tense (e.g. 
talked, smiled, passed) but may use some 
frequently occurring irregular verbs incorrectly  

• Uses adjectives and/or adverbs, but may 
not use correctly  

• Create documents with mostly legible print 

• Mostly capitalizes correctly but 
inconsistently 

• Uses end punctuation correctly, but 
uses commas incorrectly 

• Inconsistently or incorrectly uses 
apostrophe 

• Does not generalize learned spelling 
patterns in writing 

1 
• Recounts a single event without 

detail 
• No detail in description of actions, 

thoughts, or feelings 

• Verbs used incorrectly 

• No description or no use of adjectives or 
adverbs to describe 

• Print is mostly illegible 

• Incorrect or no capitalization  
• Incorrect or no punctuation  
• Includes many misspelled words that 

impede comprehension of writing 


