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OVERVIEW – 2014-15 Interim Assessment #1 
LAUSD K-2 narrative writing task utilizes the resources from achievethecore.org: In Common: Effective 
Writing for All Students.  

This is a formative assessment to measure students’ independent narrative writing ability at this 
point in the year, and to inform future writing instruction. 

ADMINISTRATION PROTOCOL: 
K-2 Common Core State 
Standards Evaluated  
on LAUSD Rubric 

Writing 3 (Narrative) 
Language 1 (Grammar & Usage) 
Language 2 (Conventions) 

	  

K-2 Common Core State 
Standards Engaged in 
Process for Administration 

Reading Literary 3 
Reading Informational 2 
Speaking & Listening 1 

• Please ensure student discussion protocols are established at the beginning of the year in order for 
students to engage in the assessment process. 

• Teacher should display the image to accompany this assessment, and make it clearly accessible 
to all students throughout the assessment. 

• Students should have access to drawing and writing materials, so they can capture their 
thoughts on paper during pair-share discussions and drafting. 

• Students can draw in preparation for the assessment, but the scoring will be done on 
independently created student writing, not solely illustration. 

• Mark student work with 3 rubric-based scores. See attached rubric. 
• Please do not model the task with cloze sentences prior to the assessment, provide pre-made 

graphic organizers, or scaffold the writing beyond what is described in the administration 
procedures.   

TEACHER MATERIALS: 
o Teacher directions 
o PHOTO IMAGE (print one per student or pair, and/or project accessibly)  
o Rubric reflecting CCSS grade level standards for Writing and Language 

 
STUDENT PAGES: 

o Photo image with writing task checklist 
 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES available online:  
The In Common resources augment the annotated student writing samples in CCSS Appendix C and 
support grade level and vertical articulation at school sites.  

o Student Writing Samples from Achieve the Core “In Common” Resources: 
http://www.achievethecore.org/page/507/in-common-effective-writing-for-all-students 
 
Note: Only Writing Standard 3 was considered when the student writing pieces were 
annotated in the Achieve the Core “In Common” Resources.  
Mastery of conventions – addressed in the CCSS Language Standards – was not evaluated. 
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Grade 1 Prompt for Narrative Writing 
Teacher Directions 

This assessment can be administered in several sessions with first grade students.   
INTRODUCTION – [3-5 min] 

1) Today you’re going to write a NARRATIVE based on a picture. 

2) I will show you the picture.   
What do you see happening in the picture? What kind of story could you tell about it? 

3) Before writing your narrative:  
Think about the things you can see happening in this picture. 
What events will you write about – and in what order?  
What details can you include about what is happening, to make your narrative interesting? 
What would be a good ending for your narrative? 

4) You’re going to share your ideas with your partner.  

STUDENTS IN PAIRS/SMALL GROUPS FOR DISCUSSION – [10-20 min] 
(Speaking & Listening 1) 

5) Now decide what you’re going to draw and write about. You can draw and make notes for 
your writing while you work with a partner. 

o Talk with your partner, and share what are going to include in your narrative,  
based on the picture. 

o Talk with your partner about the events you’re going to write about, and  
the order in which they happen. 

o What details can you add about what is happening, to make your narrative 
interesting? 

o How are you going to end your narrative? 

DRAFTING AFTER STUDENT DISCUSSION – [Estimate 30-55 min] 
(Writing 3, Language 1 & 2) 
[The goal is to capture students’ authentic expression. Please avoid use of cloze sentences/sentence frames.] 

6) You’re going to write your narrative now.   
Let’s look at the instructions.   [Orient students to prompt-checklist.]  

You are going to: 
q Write a story about the events happening in the picture. 
q Use temporal words to tell the order in which the events happen.  
q Add details to give more information about what is happening.  
q Close your narrative with a good ending.  

 
7) Now, draft your narrative about the events in the picture.  

[As students are writing, walk around and make notes on how students are able to write their narrative.] 

PROOFREADING– [10-15 min] 
Take students through the prompt-checklist to make sure they’ve done what prompt is asking, and they 
proofread for conventions. 
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First Grade - Available from the Second Grade Visual Vocabulary Resources, (VVR), Pg. 61. McGraw-Hill California Treasures. 

 
q Write about the events happening in the picture. 
q Use temporal words to tell the order in which events happen.  
q Add details about what is happening, and a conclusion.  
q Write legibly, check your spelling and use complete sentences. 
q Use capital letters and end punctuation. 

 
 

First Grade - Available from the Second Grade Visual Vocabulary Resources, (VVR), Pg. 61. McGraw-Hill California Treasures. 

 
q Write about the events happening in the picture. 
q Use temporal words to tell the order in which events happen.  
q Add details about what is happening, and a conclusion.  
q Write legibly, check your spelling and use complete sentences. 
q Use capital letters and end punctuation. 
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Teacher’s Rubric – Narrative – Grade 1 
q Write about the events happening in the picture. 
q Use temporal words to tell the order in which events happen.  
q Add details about what is happening, and a conclusion.  
q Write legibly, check your spelling and use complete sentences. 
q Use capital letters and end punctuation. 

 CCSS WRITING STANDARDS CCSS LANGUAGE STANDARDS 
Writing Standard 3:  

Write narratives in which they recount two 
or more appropriately sequenced events, 
include some details regarding what 
happened, use temporal words to signal 
event order, and provide some sense of 
closure. 

Language Standard 1: 
Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. (a-j) 

Language Standard 2: 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. (a-e) 
*Standards apply if elements present in student 
writing. 
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• Writes a narrative in which they 
recount two or more events in order 
in which they occurred  (W3) 

• Includes well-chosen details 
regarding what happened in the 
picture  (W3) 

• Uses a variety of temporal words 
(First, after, then, now, etc.)  (W3) 

• Provides a clear closure  (W3) 
 

• Prints correctly and legibly and 
spaces letters, words, and 
sentences appropriately  
(L1aGr2) 

• Uses many descriptive words 
(adjectives and adverbs) (L1f) 

• Uses one or more conjunctions 
or transition words to move the 
reader from one detail to the 
next (L1g) 

• Uses a variety of sentence types 
(L1j) 

• Always capitalizes the first word of 
sentences, names of people, and dates 
(L2a) 

• Always uses correct end punctuation  
(L2b) 

• Always uses conventional spelling for 
words with common spelling patterns & 
for frequently occurring irregular words 
(L2d) 

• Always spells untaught words 
phonetically, drawing on phonemic 
awareness & spelling conventions (L2e) 

3 • Writes a narrative in which they 
recount two or more events in order 
in which they occurred (W3) 

• Includes some details regarding what 
happened in the picture (W3) 

• Uses temporal words  
(First, after, then, now etc.) (W3) 

• Provides a sense of closure (W3) 

• Correctly prints upper and lower 
case letters correctly (L1a) 

• Uses some descriptive words 
(adjectives) (L1f) 

• Uses mostly complete 
sentences (L1j) 

• Mostly capitalizes the first word of 
sentences, names of people, and dates 
(L2a) 

• Mostly uses correct end punctuation  
(L2b) 

• Mostly uses conventional spelling for 
words with common spelling patterns & 
for frequently occurring irregular words 
(L2d) 

• Mostly spells untaught words 
phonetically, drawing on phonemic 
awareness & spelling conventions (L2e) 

2 • Attempts to write a narrative in which 
they recount an event 

• Includes a few details regarding what 
happened in the picture 

• Uses one or no temporal words  
(First, after, then, now etc.) 

• Little or no closure 

• Most words are legible and 
spaced correctly 

• Uses few descriptive words 

• Uses a few complete sentences 

• Uses some end punctuation 

• Uses some capital letters at the 
beginning of a sentence 

• Writes some phonetically spelled words 

1 • Does not recount an event 

• Lacks details and temporal words 

• No closure 

• Words randomly written, illegible 
and/or spacing is inconsistent 

• No descriptive words 

• Uppercase letters are random or within 
words 

• Punctuation is missing 

 


