
Elementary Arts Program 
 

EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES: 
Opening New Pathways to Achievement 

 In Reading and Writing 
 

VISUAL ARTS: Classroom teachers may use Visual Arts strategies to access 
critical thinking and develop visual literacy. Visual Art strategies connect to other 
curricular areas through the practice of close observation and interaction with 
artwork. These strategies help access student connections and encourage 
further inquiry across the curriculum. 
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Critical Elements 
Teachers need to: 

1. Content: 
-Use grade-level content standards and district adopted curriculum 
-Determine key images and/or artifacts that connect to content reading 
-Use visual art paraphernalia to introduce a theme or topic of discussion 
 

2. Connections:  
-Visual Art has been utilized as a tool to access narratives and storytelling 
across cultures and history 
-Visual literacy strengthens observational skills and leads students to 
conduct their own original research in other subjects 
-Inquiry based activities build critical thinking, creative problem solving, 
and self-expression  
-Creation of a bridge to personal experiences and cultures through art 
making, analysis, and journaling 
 

3. Strategies-Samples: 
-When using visual thinking strategies, students examine and contribute through 
close observation and sharing ideas orally while sighting evidence when 
analyzing a piece of art 
-Students conduct a self-evaluation after art making that should reflect the use of 
materials, thought process with reference to vocabulary gained through activity 
orally or written 
-Students work individually to create original works of art with set objectives and 
build on established skill sets to refine cognitive and creative skills 
 

         4.   Interaction: 
-Use a variety of collaborative groupings when analyzing visual art 
-Establish clear objectives and expectations   
-Model, demonstrate, and encourage the use of discipline specific vocabulary in 
the visual arts  
-Ask open-ended questions that allow students to hypothesize, imagine, define, 
name, evaluate, assess, and/or predict outcomes  
 

Additional information including standards, skills and knowledge, vocabulary, and lesson 
plans can be found in the Arts Instructional Guide (AIG) at arts.lausd.net.  Once there, 
go to arts instructional guide and click on Complete LAUSD Arts Instructional Guides.  
You will see links to the AIG. 


