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Author’s Purpose Scavenger Hunt
Directions: You will look through your California Treasures anthology to record the titles of selections
that were written to inform or to entertain. Record the titles on the graphic organizer below. Make sure
you explain how you know the author’s purpose.

To Entertain

To Inform

Title:

Title:

How do you know the author’s purpose?

How do you know the author’s purpose?

Title:

Title:

How do you know the author’s purpose?

How do you know the author’s purpose?

Title:

Title:

How do you know the author’s purpose?

How do you know the author’s purpose?

Regina Myles, 2014

Name: ________________________________________________ Date: _________________

Information Writing Checklist
Grade 2

NOT STARTING
YET
TO
YES!

Structure
Overall

I taught readers some important points about a subject.

Lead

I wrote a beginning in which I named a subject and tried to interest readers.

Transitions

I used words such as and and also to show I had more to say.

Ending

I wrote some sentences or a section at the end to wrap up my piece.

Organization

My writing had different parts. Each part told different information about the topic.

N
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N
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Development
Elaboration

I used different kinds of information in my writing such as facts, definitions, details,
steps, and tips

N

N

N

Craft

I tried to include the words that showed I’m an expert on the topic.
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N
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N
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N
N

N
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N
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Language Conventions
Spelling

I used what I knew about spelling patterns (tion, er, ly, etc.) to spell a word.
I spelled all of the word wall words correctly and used the word wall to help me figure
out how to spell other words.

Punctuation

I used quotation marks to show what characters said.
When I used words such as can’t and don’t, I put in the apostrophe.

May be photocopied for classroom use. © 2013 by Lucy Calkins and Colleagues from the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project from Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing, Grade 2 (firsthand:
Portsmouth, NH).

How to download Youtube videos
If you are having difficulties watching these Youtube videos at school, try downloading it at home
and bringing it to school.
Here are my two favorite methods. The link include clear directions. Use at your own risk, and
please obey copyright laws.
Use this link to download videos simply:
http://www.computerhope.com/issues/ch001002.htm
This Firefox video downloader addon is my favorite way of doing it:
https://addons.mozilla.org/enUS/firefox/addon/videodownloadhelper/

Facts About Baby Wolves
Adapted from an Article by Lizz Shepherd, eHow Contributor

Facts About Baby Wolves

Wolf mothers give birth in an underground den that she has either dug or that she has stolen
from another animal and enlarged to meet her needs. Like baby dogs, wolf babies are called
puppies or pups. Her pups will be born in this safe underground home and stay there until
they are old enough to start learning about the world outside the den.

Size
Baby wolves are born in litters that generally contain four to six babies. Occasionally, a
larger liter of as many as 14 babies is born.

Features
Baby wolves are about 8 inches long at birth and weight about 1 lb.

Identification
When baby wolves are born, they are both deaf and blind. They first open their eyes
when they are about 12 days old.

Function
The helpless babies are cared for by all of the members in the pack. Wolf packs can
number as many as 30 wolves.

Time Frame
At about three months of age, baby wolves start to learn how to hunt. Their parents
protect them as they teach them how to hunt for small prey.
Baby wolves are very interesting! You can learn more about baby wolves on ehow.com.
Read more: http://www.ehow.com/facts_5032180_babywolves.html#ixzz2xPoj8EH1

LAUSD CCSS Writing Task 2013-14

Grade 2 – INFORMATIVE

Teacher’s Rubric – INFORMATIVE – Grade 2
The Writing and Language Anchor Standards in the shaded box below are college- and career-ready goals for student writing development.
The specific CCSS Grade 2 descriptors of those Writing and Language Standards form the basis for a Rubric score of 3.
W2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately
through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
L1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
L2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
L6: Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in
gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression.
In this assessment, you are going to use what you’ve learned to write an informative piece to answer this question:

What can you do to save water?

A good informative piece will: Introduce the topic you are writing about; clearly answer the question; give lots of examples;
finish the piece with a concluding sentence; use capitals and end punctuation; spell words correctly

W2: Informative Writing
• Meets all criteria for

score of 3.

4

• Uses many facts,

examples and
definitions from
provided text to
explain/develop
point(s). (W2)

• Writes an informative/

3

explanatory text. (W2)
• Introduces the topic.
(W2)
• Uses facts and
definitions to develop
point(s). (W2)
• Provides concluding
statement or section.
(W2)

L1: Grammar & Usage

2

• Uses collective nouns correctly (e.g., group). (L1a)
• Mostly forms and uses frequently occurring irregular

• Uses punctuation correctly: capitalization,

between them depending on what is to be modified.
(L1e)
• Sentences are complete; piece includes a variety of
sentence types. (L1g)

•
•
•

1

stated/unclear.
• No supporting facts/
examples provided.	
  
• No sense of closure.	
  

plural nouns (e.g., feet, children, teeth, mice, fish) (L1b)
and past tense of frequently occurring irregular verbs
(e.g., sat, hid, told). (L1d)
Produces, expands, and rearranges complete simple
and compound sentences correctly. (L1f)	
  
Creates readable documents with legible print. CA.(L1g)	
  
Uses singular and plural nouns with matching verbs
correctly. (L1c Gr1)	
  
Uses words and phrases acquired through
conversations, reading and being read to, and
responding to texts, including adjectives and adverbs to
describe and conjunctions. (L6 Gr 1&2)

involving adding suffixes to base words
(e.g., sitting, smiled, cried, babies,
happiness) (L2d, L2eGr3 [part])
• Consistently consults reference materials,
including beginning dictionaries, as needed
to check and correct spellings. (L2e)
commas, and end punctuation for
sentences. (L2a&b Gr 1&2)	
  
• Uses an apostrophe to form contractions
and frequently occurring possessives. (L2c)
• Generalizes learned spelling patterns when
writing words (e.g., cage/badge; boy/boil).
(L2d)	
  	
  
• Consults reference materials, including
beginning dictionaries, as needed to check
and correct spellings. (L2e)	
  

• Forms and uses regular plural nouns (e.g., legs, kids,

• Mostly capitalizes correctly but

•

• Uses end punctuation correctly, but uses

•
•
•
•

• Topic not

L2: Capitalization, Punctuation, Spelling
• Meets all criteria for score of 3.
• Uses spelling patterns and generalizations

•

• Topic may be vague.
• Supporting
facts/examples are
unclear or only one is
provided.
• Attempts a sense of
closure.

L6: Word Use

• Meets all criteria for score of 3.
• Uses adjectives and adverbs correctly, and chooses

dogs) but may use irregular plurals incorrectly.
Forms and uses the regular past tense (e.g. talked,
smiled, passed) but may use some frequently occurring
irregular verbs incorrectly.
Uses simple sentences.	
  
Most words are legible and spaced correctly.
Uses singular and plural nouns with matching verbs
correctly. 	
  
Uses words and phrases acquired through
conversations, reading and being read to, and
responding to texts, including adjectives and adverbs to
describe and conjunctions.	
  

• Uses verbs incorrectly and/or do not match nouns.
• Uses incomplete sentences.
• Many words are illegible and spacing is inconsistent.
• Uses conversational vocabulary.

CCSS Writing Task - Grade 2 - 2013-2014

inconsistently.

commas incorrectly.
• Inconsistently or incorrectly uses
apostrophe.
• Does not generalize learned spelling
patterns in writing.
• Does not consult available reference
materials to check and correct spelling.

• Incorrect or no capitalization and
punctuation.
• Many misspelled words impede
comprehension of writing.
Rev. 1-22-14
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Slide to a Slice
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Author’s Purposes

P – Persuade
I – Inform
E - Entertain

FinishEnjoy your
pie!

P

I

E

Directions:
1. Pick a card, read it out loud to your partner,
and tell the author’s purpose. If correct,
move to the first space that matches the
author’s purpose of the card. If incorrect,
your turn is over.
2. First one to the finish is the winner.

P

I

E

P
I
E

Thanksgiving is a holiday first
celebrated by the Pilgrims in 1621.
They celebrated because they
were thankful for a good harvest.

The first Thanksgiving lasted three
days. The Pilgrims and Indians ate,
played games, sang, danced, and
had contests.

-3-

-6-

In the 1700s Benjamin Franklin
wanted the turkey to be the
national bird of the United States.
He thought it was a better choice
than the eagle, but the eagle was
chosen to represent our country.

At one time in our history
Thanksgiving was celebrated on
the last Thursday of November.
Now we celebrate it on the fourth
Thursday of November.

Thanksgiving is celebrated in other
countries. For example in Canada
they celebrate Thanksgiving on
the second Monday of October.

-9-

-20-

For the first Thanksgiving, the
Pilgrims and the Indians probably
ate eel, lobster, clams, cornmeal,
grapes, plums, peas, and carrots.

There would have been no forks at
the first Thanksgiving. They hadn’t
been invented yet!

In 1863 Abraham Lincoln made
Thanksgiving a national holiday.
-11-

-12-

In the early days of Thanksgiving
dinners people would have eaten
turkeys, cranberries, fish, dried
fruit, clams, venison, plums, and
lobsters.
-21-

-23-

-1-

Thanksgiving is the best holiday.
You get to eat a big, delicious meal
and your family comes to visit. I’m
sure it’s your favorite too.
-4-

Grandma,
I hope you will come to visit for
Thanksgiving. I really miss you and
I want to see you. Plus you make
the best pumpkin pie. It always
tastes great! Please come see us!

I can’t believe people eat turkey
on Thanksgiving. I think everyone
should eat peanut butter and jelly
so turkeys don’t have to give their
lives for anyone’s Thanksgiving
meal.

Mom,
I want to go visit grandma for
Thanksgiving. I really want to see
her. I’m sure she’s lonely and
wants some company. Please let’s
go spend some time with her!

-8-

-13-

Mom, I would like to bake a pie for
Thanksgiving dinner. Grandma
taught me how. I’m sure it will
taste good. Please let me try!

You should buy a Batterball
Turkey. They are the best. They
bake up moist and delicious. They
are not expensive, yet taste
yummy. You can’t go wrong if you
buy a Batterball Turkey.

-14-

-5-

-17-

Everybody should wake up early
on Thanksgiving and watch the
parade. It’s so much fun.
Everybody loves parades!

Are you going to watch the
football game on Thanksgiving?
I’m sure you’ll want the Riverside
Roosters to win. They’re the best!

-19-

-22-

Wouldn’t it be interesting to go
back in time to the first
Thanksgiving? It would be cool to
see the Pilgrims and Indians sitting
down together to eat.
-18-

Last Thanksgiving Uncle Hal came
to visit. He brought his dog who
jumped up on our table and ate
our whole turkey. My mom was
mad and stayed in her room the
rest of the day.

-2-

Beth and her family had hot dogs
and hamburgers for Thanksgiving
dinner. There was a big snow
storm that knocked out the
electricity so they had to use the
grill to cook Thanksgiving dinner.
-15-

Slide to a Slice!

One of the things dad and I do
every Thanksgiving is rake all the
leaves in our yard into a big pile.
Then dad lets me jump in them.
It’s so much fun!

On Thanksgiving our turkey
started talking to us just as mom
was putting it into the oven. It
jumped out of the pan and asked
us to eat hot dogs instead.

-7-

-10-

Right before we sat down for
Thanksgiving dinner, we heard a
knock on the door. When I opened
the door I discovered an alien.
Mom said to invite him in for
dinner. We had an interesting time
eating dinner with an alien!

Slide to a Slice!

-16-

Slide to a Slice!

Slide to a Slice!

Slide to a
Slice!

Slide to a
Slice!

Slide to a
Slice!

Slide to a
Slice!

Slide to a
Slice!

Slide to a
Slice!

Slide to a
Slice!

Slide to a
Slice!

Slide to a
Slice!

Slide to a Slice!
Answer Key

If you and your partner need to check
an answer, look here!
Persuade

Inform

Entertain

4
5
8
13
14
17
18
19
22

1
3
6
9
11
12
20
21
23

2
7
10
15
16

Cool Conclusions Chart
a.

Prediction:

The next time you ___________you will know ________...
b.

A strong statement:

_________ is/are _________!
c.

Hopes and wishes:

After reading what I wrote about _______, I hope _______.
Regina Myles, 74th Street Elementary, 2014

Regina Myles, 74th Street Elementary, 2014

Penny for Your Thought:
Strong Conclusions Edition
Revision Game
NEED
Player 1
Player 2
Informational Writing Drafts from Player 1 and Player 2
Two (2) pennies
Cool Conclusions Chart
Strong Conclusions Sentence Frames
DIRECTIONS
1. Cut out game strips.
2. Player 1 gets two pennies. Player 2 gets the Strong Conclusions
Sentence Frames. Both players need the Cool Conclusions Chart
and your own informational writing drafts.
3. Player 1 goes first by giving a penny to Player 2 and saying, “A
penny for your thoughts.”
4. Player 2 reads over Player 1’s draft and examines the conclusion.
5. Player 2 tells Player 1, “A strong conclusion you can use here is …
because...”
6. Player 1 says, “Thank you for your suggestion.”
7. Player 1 goes again. Then, Players switch roles.
8. After both Players have gone, Players will make changes to their
conclusions to make it strong.

Thuong Ha, Y.E.S. Academy, 2014

Player 1
Player 2
Penny for Your
Thought
Penny for Your
Thought
Sentence Frame

A strong conclusion you can
use here is …because...

Thuong Ha, Y.E.S. Academy, 2014
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Player 1
Player 2
Penny for Your
Thought
Penny for Your
Thought
Sentence Frame

A strong conclusion you can
use here is …because...

Thuong Ha, Y.E.S. Academy, 2014

Contrastive Analysis Review
Directions:
1. Read each sentence.
2. Identify the linguistic feature.
3. Translate the sentence to Standard English.
1. My sister bought a pencil for 25 cent.
O Possessive Marker
Translation:

O Plural Marker

O Past Tense Copula

_____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

2. Did you see the teacher stapler?
O Possessive Marker
Translation:

O Plural Marker

O Past Tense Copula

_____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

3. My brothers was helping me with my homework yesterday.
O Possessive Marker
Translation:

O Plural Marker

O Past Tense Copula

_____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Regina Myles, 2014

4. We was happy because we got a perfect score on our writing
assignment.
O Possessive Marker
Translation:

O Plural Marker

O Past Tense Copula

_____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

5. Amanda won the Spelling Bee two time.
O Possessive Marker
Translation:

O Plural Marker

O Past Tense Copula

_____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

6. My brother graduation from college is in May.
O Possessive Marker
Translation:

O Plural Marker

O Past Tense Copula

_____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Regina Myles, 2014

Translate

Linguistic
Feature

Linguistic
Feature

Move
ahead 3
spaces

Linguistic
Feature

Translate

Linguistic
Feature

Translate

The Graduation Game

Start
Translate

Directions:
1. Roll a number cube.
2. Pick a card. Read it out loud. If you
land on “Translate”, you need to
translate the sentence. If you land on
“Linguistic Feature” you have to
identify the linguistic feature.
3. The person with the most degrees
wins.

Translate

Move
ahead 3
spaces
Linguistic
Feature

Receive 1
degree

Linguistic
Feature

Move
ahead 2
spaces

Translate

Translate

Linguistic
Feature

Move
ahead 2
spaces

Translate

Move
ahead 4
spaces

Linguistic
Feature

Regina Myles, 2014

Game cards: Plural Marker

The two newscaster said
three bear are on the loose.

Five group of bears live near
each other.

Two population have
different fur.

Three bear cub were hiding
in the snow.

The mother bear had four
cub.

They weigh ten pound each.

Game cards: Past Tense Copula

The bears was swimming in
the lake.

I seen two black bears on the
news.

They was scared of the
animals.

The bear catch a fish
yesterday.

We was camping in the
forest.

Her cubs was able to survive
on their own.

Game cards: Possessive Marker

The black bear fur is one
color.

That bear paw is large.

A bear environment can
change.

The mother cubs grew
quickly.

The camper food was eaten The black bear grabbed the
by the cubs.
salmon fin.

Informational Leads
Give your writing an exciting beginning.

a. “Let me teach you all
about…”
b. “I know all about…”
c. “Have you ever wanted to
learn about/how…?”
d. Relate the topic to recent
news.
e. Let people know you are
an expert.

Regina Myles, 74th Street Elementary, 2014

Writing Behaviors Chart
1. Stay in one place.
2. Work quietly.
3. Write the whole time.
4. Underline words we’re
not sure how to spell and
move on.
Regina Myles, 74th Street Elementary, 2014

Personal Dictionary

Academic Term

Picture

Meaning

Connection

Tree Map: The Three Tiers of Vocabulary

3 Tiers of
Vocabulary
Tier 1: Words
used in
everyday speech

Tier 2: Academic
Vocabulary

Tier 3: ContentSpecific Words
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Player 1
Player 2
Penny for Your
Thought
Penny for Your
Thought
Sentence Frame

A strong conclusion you can
use here is …because...
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Personal Dictionary

Academic Term

Picture

Meaning

Connection

Tree Map: The Three Tiers of Vocabulary

3 Tiers of
Vocabulary
Tier 1: Words
used in
everyday speech

Tier 2: Academic
Vocabulary

Tier 3: ContentSpecific Words

Penny for Your Thought:

Simple and Compound Sentences Edition
Revision Game
NEED
Player 1
Player 2
Informational Writing Drafts from Player 1 and Player 2
Two (2) pennies
FANBOYS Conjunctions Chart
Compound Sentences Frames
DIRECTIONS
1. Cut out game strips.
2. Player 1 gets two pennies. Player 2 gets the Sentence Frames.
Both players need the FANBOYS Chart and your own
informational writing drafts.
3. Player 1 goes first by giving a penny to Player 2 and saying, “A
penny for your thoughts.”
4. Player 2 reads over Player 1’s draft and look for a simple sentence
or two simple sentences to change into a compound sentence
using a conjunction.
5. Player 2 tells Player 1, “You can use the conjunction ______ to make
a new compound sentence like this __________”
6. Player 1 revises his/her draft.
7. Player 1 goes again. Then, Player 1 says, “Thank you for your
suggestions.”
8. Players switch roles. Play continues until time is called.
9. If Player 2 can’t find a good place to add a compound sentence,
then Player 2 has to find a compound sentence that is already
used in Player 1’s writing and underline it.

Thuong Ha, Y.E.S. Academy, 2014

Player 1
Player 2
Penny for Your
Thought
Penny for Your
Thought
Sentence Frame

You can use the conjunction ______ to
make a new compound sentence like this
……….

Thuong Ha, Y.E.S. Academy, 2014

Simple and Compound Sentences Examples
and

but

or

Kinds of Sentences
Simple Sentences

Compound Sentences

The bear is large.

The bear is large, and the bear is furry.

The bear is furry.
The carrot is crunchy.

The carrot is crunchy, and it is sweet.

It is sweet.
The car is old.

The car is old, but it is fast.

It is fast.
You can have ice cream.
You can have cake.

Thuong Ha, Y.E.S. Academy, 2014

You can have ice cream, or you can have cake.

Combining Simple Sentences
and

but

or

Kinds of Sentences
Simple Sentences
My mother is pretty.
She is nice.
The apple is sour.
It still tastes delicious.
I can read a book.
I can jump rope.

Thuong Ha, Y.E.S. Academy, 2014

Compound Sentences

Sentence Combining Games
DIRECTIONS:
Step 1: Work with a partner.
Step 2: Cut out the simple sentence strips and the conjunctions. Turn the strips face down. Keep the
conjunctions face up. Mix up the strips.
Step 3: Turn two strips face up. Choose a conjunction to connect the two simple sentences. Ask your
partner, “Does this make a compound sentence that makes sense?” If it does, then keep the two strips.
Write your new compound sentence on your score sheet.
Step 4: If you cannot make a compound sentence with the two strips, turn them face down. It's now
your partner's turn.
Step 5: Keep going until there are no more strips. Count the number of compound sentences. The
winner is the person with more compound sentences.
Step 6: Play again. This time. Write your own simple sentences on the blank strips.

Score Sheet
Player 1

Thuong Ha, Y.E.S. Academy, 2014

Player 2

Sentence Combining Games
, and
, but
, or
Martin was a great man. Martin changed the world.
Ruby studies hard.
She learns a lot.
You can read this book. You can read that book.
The haunted house is
It is fun.
Fish can swim.
scary.
It can't fly.
Our class works hard.
Our class learns a lot.

Thuong Ha, Y.E.S. Academy, 2014

Name: ___________________________________________

Date: _________________

Informational Text
Scavenger Hunt
Source: ______________________________________________________________________

Text Feature
Title Page
Table of
Contents
Index

Glossary

Heading
Illustrations and
Pictures

Page
Number

How does it help you?

Name: ___________________________________________

Text Feature
Maps

Captions

Bold or Italics

Diagram

Page
Number

Date: _________________

How does it help you?

