Mainstream English Language Development
(Build proficiency in Standard English for SELs)

Kindergarten MELD Lessons Aligned to CCSS
15 Days Start Smart
Overview
The objectives of the 15 days of MELD Start Smart are to introduce the MELD
participation and discussion protocols that set a foundation for student engagement
within a positive climate of learning. Teachers will be assessing students using the
language screener as a tool to support the planning of lessons in Reading Language
Arts. The goal is to create a culturally and linguistically responsive teaching and
learning environment.
Day 1
SL K.1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners
about Kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and
larger groups.
a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions.
SL K.6: Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas
clearly.
L K.6: Use word and phrases acquired through conversations, reading
and being read to, and responding to texts.
● Chart paper, Participation Protocol Poster, Tree Map
“Why are Participation Protocols important to us?”

Common Core
Objective(s)
CCSS Domain
CCSS Standard

Materials and
Resources
Essential Question
“Big Idea”

AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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Intended Student Learning Outcomes:
●
To learn and practice protocols for student participation.

MELD Lesson
Objective(s):
(Intended Student
Learning
Outcomes:)

Introducing Participation Protocols into the Classroom

Instructional
Strategies

Teacher quickly goes over the Participation Protocol Poster for
the classroom. Teacher explains that everyone will learn the
protocols to know how to share their ideas and express
themselves cooperatively in class.
C u l t u r a l l y R e s po n s i v e P a r t i c i p a t i o n P r o t o c o l s

Pick-a-S t ick

To show what we know, only the student whose stick is picked shares his/her thoughts with the
class. All of us are ready to share, and we use turn-taking.

Ro l l ‘ E m

To show what we know, only the student who is sitting in the rolled seat and table shares
thoughts with the class. All of us are ready to share and use turn-taking.

Give a Shout Out

To show what we know, all of us answer aloud. Sometimes we have the same answers, and
sometimes our answers are different. We shout out our answers no more than 3 times, if
necessary.

C a l l a nd R e s po n s e

To show we are ready for the next activity or directions, we provide the appropriate response to
our teacher’s call for our attention. Our hands are free, eyes on the teacher, and our voices are off.

R a i s e a R i g h t e o u s H a nd

To volunteer for something, we raise our hands silently. Not all of us may be able to volunteer
the requested information or have a question, so only some of us will raise our hands to share.

W h i p A r o u nd

To show what we know, we each take a turn sharing our very quick thoughts. All of us are ready
and share our ideas aloud, and we use turn-taking.

My Tur n, Your Tur n

We listen when it is someone else’s turn. When it is passed off to us, we can ask questions or
take our turn with a discussion protocol.

M o m e n t o f S i l e nc e

The room is completely silent because we are showing reciprocity to our classmates by providing
them with the silence they need to concentrate.

•
•

•
•

•

Teacher takes the class on a campus walk to expose students to
the signs and rooms of importance in their school environment.
During the walk, teacher explains why each function of the:
main office, nurse office, auditorium, girls and boys restrooms,
student cafeteria, leadership team offices and library are
important to know for students.
Class returns and teacher gathers students together on rug.
Teacher refers to the participation protocol poster, models and
directs students to use Raise a Righteous Hand to share about
the rooms they saw with signs and knowing why they are
important in a school.
Teacher charts responses on to a tree map labeled “Important
Signs We See”.

AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)

2

•

Teacher explains that participation protocols are like signs in
the school, it reminds us to think on how and why we use
different behaviors in class or other settings.

Whole Group: Practice Responding Protocols
• Call and Response – Students will actively respond in unison to
the speaker either verbally or with a movement (such as a clap)
to an either improvised or pre-taught “call”.
• Select a few Call and Response protocols that you will use with
your students and practice using them with the students.
Examples: Teacher says, “Learners”. Students respond,
“Ready”, or Teacher says, “When I say calm, you say quiet.”
Teacher: Calm Students: Quiet, or Catch the beat: Teacher
claps out a rhythm and then students clap out the same rhythm.
C u l t u r a l l y R e s po n s i v e P a r t i c i p a t i o n P r o t o c o l s

Pick-a-S t ick

To show what we know, only the student whose stick is picked shares his/her thoughts with the
class. All of us are ready to share, and we use turn-taking.

Ro l l ‘ E m

To show what we know, only the student who is sitting in the rolled seat and table shares
thoughts with the class. All of us are ready to share and use turn-taking.

Give a Shout Out

To show what we know, all of us answer aloud. Sometimes we have the same answers, and
sometimes our answers are different. We shout out our answers no more than 3 times, if
necessary.

C a l l a nd R e s po n s e

To show we are ready for the next activity or directions, we provide the appropriate response to
our teacher’s call for our attention. Our hands are free, eyes on the teacher, and our voices are off.

R a i s e a R i g h t e o u s H a nd

To volunteer for something, we raise our hands silently. Not all of us may be able to volunteer
the requested information or have a question, so only some of us will raise our hands to share.

W h i p A r o u nd

To show what we know, we each take a turn sharing our very quick thoughts. All of us are ready
and share our ideas aloud, and we use turn-taking.

My Tur n, Your Tur n

We listen when it is someone else’s turn. When it is passed off to us, we can ask questions or
take our turn with a discussion protocol.

M o m e n t o f S i l e nc e

The room is completely silent because we are showing reciprocity to our classmates by providing
them with the silence they need to concentrate.

AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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Wrap Up: Conclude every MELD day with a summary of learning
1. Summarize today’s learning. “Today, we learned…”
2. Return to the Big Idea Question by asking, “Why are protocols
important to us?” Use an appropriate Participation Protocol to
get students response. (Informal Assessment Opportunity)
• Participation Protocols
• Raise a Righteous Hand
• Call and Response

Academic
Language

AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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Day 2
SL K.1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners
about Kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and
larger groups.
a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions.
SL K.2: Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas
clearly.
L K.6: Use word and phrases acquired through conversations, reading
and being read to, and responding to texts.
Participation Protocol Poster

Common Core
Objective(s)
CCSS Domain
CCSS Standard

Materials and
Resources

Why are Participation Protocols important to us?

Essential Question
“Big Idea”

Intended Student Learning Outcomes:
● Students will make connections of why Participation
Protocols are important to the classroom culture.

MELD Lesson
Objective(s):
(Intended Student
Learning
Outcomes:)

•

•

Review with students that participation protocols are like signs
posted above special rooms in the school, it reminds us to think
on how and why we use different behaviors in class or other
settings.
Display the Participation Protocol poster.

Instructional
Strategies

Cultu r ally Re sponsiv e P a r t icipa t ion P r otocols

Pick-a-S t ick

To show what we know, only the student whose stick is picked shares his/her thoughts with the
class. All of us are ready to share, and we use turn-taking.

Roll ‘ Em

To show what we know, only the student who is sitting in the rolled seat and table shares
thoughts with the class. All of us are ready to share and use turn-taking.

Give a Shout Out

To show what we know, all of us answer aloud. Sometimes we have the same answers, and
sometimes our answers are different. We shout out our answers no more than 3 times, if
necessary.

C all and Re spons e

To show we are ready for the next activity or directions, we provide the appropriate response to
our teacher’s call for our attention. Our hands are free, eyes on the teacher, and our voices are off.

Ra i s e a Right eous H and

To volunteer for something, we raise our hands silently. Not all of us may be able to volunteer
the requested information or have a question, so only some of us will raise our hands to share.

Whip A r ound

To show what we know, we each take a turn sharing our very quick thoughts. All of us are ready
and share our ideas aloud, and we use turn-taking.

My Tur n, Your Tur n

We listen when it is someone else’s turn. When it is passed off to us, we can ask questions or
take our turn with a discussion protocol.

Moment o f S ilence

The room is completely silent because we are showing reciprocity to our classmates by providing
them with the silence they need to concentrate.

AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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•

•

•

•

•
•

Remind students that just like rooms in the school that have
different purposes, there are expected types of behaviors when
you are learning in class.
Introduce and practice using different participation protocols
with students as examples of different ways for them to
participate in the classroom.
Select a few participation protocols that you will use with your
students and practice using them with the students. Some
examples you can use are: Pick-A-Stick or Whip Around: Ask
students, “What their favorite flavor of ice cream is, and why?
Roll ‘Em or Raise A Righteous Hand: Ask students, “What do
they think the cafeteria should serve at lunch, and why”? GiveA-Shout Out: Model and ask students questions such as “What
color is my hair?” “What color are my eyes?” “What color is
my skin?”
Teacher calls on five students and uses the same questions
replacing my to student’s name. End with Call and Response,
Teacher says: “We are” Students respond: “Beautiful”
Use the “I do, we do, and you do” to model and demonstrate the
protocol.
The goal is to have students “Think First” before attempting to
answer and to know how they are expected to respond in class.

Wrap Up: Conclude every MELD day with a summary of learning
1. Summarize today’s learning. “Today, we learned…”
2. Return to the Big Idea Question by asking, “Why is it important
to use Participation Protocols”? Use an appropriate
Participation Protocol to get students’ response. (Informal
Assessment Opportunity)
Participation Protocol
Pick-A-Stick
Roll ‘Em
Give-A-Shout-Out
Call and Response

Academic
Language

AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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Day 3
RL K.7: With prompting and support, describe the relationship
between illustrations and the story in which they appear.
RL K.10: Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose
and understanding.
SL K.1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners
about Kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and
larger groups.
a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions.
SL K.6: Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas
clearly.
L K.6: Use word and phrases acquired through conversations, reading
and being read to, and responding to texts.

Common Core
Objective(s)
CCSS Domain
CCSS Standard

Resource(s): Protocols for Culturally Responsive Learning and
Increased Student Engagement
Material(s): Culturally Relevant Book selected by teacher from
classroom library, drawing paper

Materials and
Resources

Why are Discussion Protocols important to us?

Essential Question
“Big Idea”

Intended Student Learning Outcomes:
● Students will be introduced to the Discussion Protocols (DP)
and practice using the Discussion Protocols.
● Students understand why protocols are important to the
classroom culture.

MELD Lesson
Objective(s):
(Intended Student
Learning
Outcomes:)

Introducing Discussion Protocols in the Classroom
• Teacher will introduce story elements: characters in a story.
• Teacher will have students identify characters in a story.
• Teacher reads the book selected from the classroom library and
charts the characters they encounter in the story.
• Teachers give students drawing paper to illustrate their favorite
character from the story.
• Prior to using the discussion protocols ask students to think
about why they think working together and sharing ideas is
important. Briefly explain that working together is a part of
cooperative learning and it involves explaining your thoughts
and ideas to your classmates (which helps you to learn and

Instructional
Strategies

AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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•

remember things) and learning from your classmate’s thoughts
and ideas to understand something better.
Introduce the Discussion Protocols and tell them what good
listeners and speakers do.
Culturally Responsive Discussion Protocols

Numbered Heads Together

My team discusses a problem together and agrees on an answer through consensus. The student
sitting in the rolled numbered seat answers for the group.

Give One, Get One

I use order to walk around the room and find a partner to discuss our learning. When we are
finished listening and sharing, we return immediately to our seats and I am ready to share what I
heard from my partner.

Put Your Two Cents In

In groups of four, we each take turns talking by putting one cent in the center of the table and
sharing. Once everyone has shared, we then put one more cent in and respond to what someone
else in our group has shared.

Round Robin Brainstorming

At our table group, we each take turns sharing our thoughts about our learning while the assigned
Scribe takes notes about our ideas. When we are finished, we are all ready to share with the class
what we discussed.

Jigsaw

In groups of four each of us are assigned material to learn. Then, students across the class
focusing on the same material get together to decide what is important and how to teach it. After
practicing, in our “expert” groups we return to our original group to teach each other.

Think-Pair-Share

I think about my learning first. Then, I listen and share my thoughts with my seat partner. Finally,
some of my classmates and I are asked to share what we heard with the whole class.

•
•

Ask students questions about the story and have them practice
using the discussion protocols.
Use the “I do, we do, and you do” to model and demonstrate the
discussion protocol.

Select a few discussion protocols that you will use with your students
and practice using them with the students. Some examples you can use
are: Think-Pair-Share, Put Your Two Cents In, or Give One, Get
One.
Wrap Up: Conclude every MELD day with a summary of learning
1. Summarize today’s learning. “Today, we learned…”
2. Return to the Big Idea Question by asking, “Why are discussion
protocols important to us? Use an appropriate DP to get
students response. (Informal Assessment Opportunity)
●
●
●
●

Discussion Protocols
Think-Pair-Share
Put Your Two Cents In
Give One, Get One

Academic
Language

AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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Day 4
RL K.1: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about
key details in a text.
SL K.1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners
about Kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and
larger groups.
a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions.
SL K.2: Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information
presented orally or through other media by asking and answering
questions about key details and requesting clarification if something is
not understood.
SL K.6: Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas
clearly.
L K.6: Use word and phrases acquired through conversations, reading
and being read to, and responding to texts.

Common Core
Objective(s)
CCSS Domain
CCSS Standard

Resource(s): Protocols for Culturally Responsive Learning and
Increase Student Engagement, GLC Module 2

Materials and
Resources

Material(s): Pictures of Busy Bees, You Tube – Busy Bee Song by Lisa
Bastoni, https://showyou.com/v/y-pUvup1rU0gU/busy-bee-song, Chart
Paper
Why are Cooperative Learning Protocols important to the classroom
culture?

Essential Question
“Big Idea”

Intended Student Learning Outcomes:
• To learn how to work cooperatively within a group.
• To express ideas and share thoughts clearly.

MELD Lesson
Objective(s):
(Intended Student
Learning
Outcomes:)

Introducing Cooperative Learning Protocols
Return to the idea of teamwork by telling students how bees work
together in their hive cooperatively. Show the Busy Bees pictures. Tell
students to think of themselves as busy bees working and cooperating
to learn in a community. Call and Response Teacher says: “Busy
Bees” Students respond: “Working Together”
Teacher turns on video Busy Bee Song https://showyou.com/v/ypUvup1rU0gU/busy-bee-song and plays it twice.
Teacher discusses the main points of the short video and charts, ”Be

Instructional
Strategies

AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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Kind/Be Safe/Be Your Best in a community” and adds one response
under each category.
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Think-Pair-Share
• Teacher will assign partners.
• Teacher will model for a second time a signal for thinking time
(about 15 seconds) and then sharing time (about 1 minute) by
answering the question, “What are some ways that show
kindness”? Then have students answer question with their
partner with the same procedure.
• Teacher models Raise a Righteous Hand or Pick-A-Stick Students will share their responses to the whole group by using
the protocol.
• Teacher charts responses.
• Teacher writes first name next to each response.
• Teacher will follow same routine for students to answer
questions “What can you do to be safe in a community”? and
“What can you do to be the best in a community”? or use the
same questions and replace community with classroom.
Wrap Up: Conclude every MELD day with a summary of learning
1. Summarize today’s learning. “Today, we learned…”
2. Return to the Big Idea Question by asking, “Why are
Cooperative Learning Protocols important to the classroom
culture?” Use an appropriate DP to get students response.
(Informal Assessment Opportunity)
●
●
●
●

Cooperative Learning Protocols
Kind
Safe
Community
● Teamwork

Academic
Language

AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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Day 5
RL K.10: Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and
understanding.
SL K.1: Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners
about Kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and
larger groups.
a. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions.
SL K.2: Confirm understanding of a text read or information presented
orally or through other media by asking and answering questions about
key details and requesting clarification if something is not understood.
a. Understand and follow one-and-two step oral directions.
SL K.6: Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas
clearly.

Common Core
Objective(s)
CCSS Domain
CCSS Standard

Material(s): Poem – Five Little Bees, Honeybee Cut Outs, Construction Materials and
Paper
Resources
“How do we work together cooperatively?

Essential Question
“Big Idea”

Intended Student Learning Outcomes:
● To be able to follow directions
● To be introduced to the concept of a poem
● To be introduced to the concept of a verse in a poem
● To understand the concept of groups
● To work cooperatively within a group

MELD Lesson
Objective(s):
(Intended Student
Learning
Outcomes:)

Introducing Cooperative Learning Protocols
• Teacher gathers students to the rug.
• Teacher will teach the Five Little Bees Song using My Turn, Your
Turn protocol. (Poem is Charted and Numbers are Color Coded)

Instructional
Strategies

AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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Five Little Bees
One little bee blew and flew.
He met a friend, and that made two.
Two little bees, busy as could be…
Along came another and that made three.
Three little bees, wanted one more,
Found one soon and that made four.
Four little bees, going to the hive.
Spied their little brother, and that made five.
Five little bees working every hour…
Buzz away, bees, and find another flower.

• Teacher points to each number when reciting the poem, projecting
voice to emphasize the beginning of a new verse.
• Teacher will return to the idea of teamwork, working cooperatively
Poem on Poster Board
together as**Rewrite
busy bees.
• Teacher says, “Today we are going to form groups of five busy
bees at each table.” You will work independently in a group
making a honeybee.
• Teacher starts by selecting one student and then recites the first
verse of the poem, then continues to recite the other lines forming
groups of five busy bees at a time. (last group can be any number
of three to five)
• Teacher models Call and Response Protocol using the last line of
the poem by replacing it to buzz away bees and wait for the others.
Teacher says, “Buzz away bees” Students respond, “and wait for
the others”.
• Teacher directs all students to say their response until each group is
formed. Students walk to assigned table.
• Teacher shows a finished picture of the honeybee and then models
how to cut and paste together the honeybee on to a sheet of
construction paper.
• Students make a honeybee independently.

AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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Wrap Up: Conclude every MELD day with a summary of learning
1. Summarize today’s learning. “Today, we learned…”
2. Return to the Big Idea Question by asking, “How do we work
together cooperatively? Use an appropriate DP to get students
response. (Informal Assessment Opportunity)
●
●
●
●
●

Independently
Cooperatively
Teamwork
Poem
Verse
● Buzz

Academic
Language

AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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Day 6
RL K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about
key details in a text.
RL K.6 With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of
a story and define the role of each in telling the story.
RL K.7 With prompting and support, describe the relationship between
illustrations and the story in which they appear.
RL K.10 Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and
understanding
SL K.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners
about Kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and
larger groups.
SL K.2 Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information
presented orally or through other media by asking and answering
questions about key details and requesting clarification if something is
not understood.
SL K.6 Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.
L K.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading
and being read to, and responding to texts.

Common Core
Objective(s)
CCSS Domain
CCSS Standard

Slides of pictures of “It’s a Small World and song
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7jiaU0xbOKs / Power Point
(attached), artifacts from classroom AEMP center (if applicable)
Resource(s): MELD Instructional Guide pg.8

Materials and
Resources

Why is our culture important?
How do we work together?

Essential Question
“Big Idea”

Intended Student Learning Outcomes:
● To build students’ awareness of diverse languages and cultures
from around the world.
● To practice using the Discussion and Participation Protocols.
● To understand why protocols are important to the classroom
culture.
● To begin SEL language screener assessments.

MELD Lesson
Objective(s):
(Intended Student
Learning
Outcomes:)

Linguistic and Cultural Diversity
Languages and Cultures Around the World

Instructional
Strategies

Read aloud What a Wonderful World by George David Weiss.
AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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(Kinder- Phyllis C. Hunter library)
Teacher introduces what an author is and what an illustrator is?
Teacher asks questions about the book. Suggested protocols: Pick-AStick, Think-Pair-Share
Who are the characters?
What is the book about?
Play the song, “It’s a Small World”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7jiaU0xbOKs and show
pictures or slides of families from around the world:
• The Polar Regions
• The British Isles
• Western Europe
• Eastern Europe
• The Middle East
• Asia
• Africa
• South America
• The United States
•
Engage students in a discussion as to who they are, the places that they
come from, and the languages that they might speak. Use Discussion
Protocols during discussion.
Guide students through a discussion of the world map. Point out the
various components of the map i.e. four oceans, seven continents, the
four directions.
Explain that people live on different continents of the world and that
they speak different languages and have different cultural practices.
Show pictures of people in their home environment and surroundings.
Discuss different lifestyles of people from those regions of the world.
For example, they can describe the differences in dress of those who
live on the continent of Antarctica versus those who live on the
continent of Africa.
Wrap Up: Conclude every MELD day with a summary of learning
1. Summarize today’s learning. “Today, we learned…”
2. Return to the Big Idea Question
AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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*** Teacher administers the SEL language screener (2-4 students
per day)
●
●
●
●
●

Discussion Protocol
Participation Protocol
Culture
World
Map

Academic
Language

AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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Day 7-8
RL K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about
key details in a text.
RL K.6 With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of
a story and define the role of each in telling the story.
RL K.7 With prompting and support, describe the relationship between
illustrations and the story in which they appear.
RL K.10 Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and
understanding
SL K.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners
about Kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and
larger groups.
SL K.2 Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information
presented orally or through other media by asking and answering
questions about key details and requesting clarification if something is
not understood.
SL K.6 Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.
L K.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading
and being read to, and responding to texts.

Common Core
Objective(s)
CCSS Domain
CCSS Standard

MELD Unit 1 Kit, cultural artifacts, magazines, poster paper, glue
sticks, scissors
Resource(s): MELD Instructional Guide pg.8-9

Materials and
Resources

Why is our culture important?
How do we work together?

Essential Question
“Big Idea”

Intended Student Learning Outcomes:
● To build students’ awareness of diverse languages and cultures
from around the world.
● To practice using the Discussion and Participation Protocols.
● To understand why protocols are important to the classroom
culture.
● To continue SEL language screener assessments.

MELD Lesson
Objective(s):
(Intended Student
Learning
Outcomes:)

Linguistic and Cultural Diversity
Languages and Cultures Around the World

Instructional
Strategies

Whole Group
Read and discuss stories about culturally diverse people and places
where they live.
AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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Review role of the author and illustrator
•
•
•

•
•

Have students discuss the differences in dress, speech, and daily
activities of the people that they see.
Have students describe the different objects, artworks, and
artifacts that are illustrated.
Have students get into cooperative groups and use magazines,
calendars, travel brochures, and such to create a mural/collage
of culturally diverse people and places.
Use Give One, Get One protocol to discuss the differences that
are mentioned above.
Use Roll’Em or Pick-A-Stick protocol to have groups share
out their collage.

Wrap Up: Conclude every MELD day with a summary of learning
1. Summarize today’s learning. “Today, we learned…”
2. Return to the Big Idea Question
*** Teacher administers the SEL language screener (2-4
students per day)
●
●
●
●
●

Discussion Protocol
Participation Protocol
Culture
World
Map

Academic
Language

AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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Day 9
SL K.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners
about Kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and
larger groups.
SL K.2 Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information
presented orally or through other media by asking and answering
questions about key details and requesting clarification if something is
not understood.
SL K.6 Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.
L K.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading
and being read to, and responding to texts.
W K.8 With guidance and support from adults, recall information from
experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a
question.

Common Core
Objective(s)
CCSS Domain
CCSS Standard

World Map, and North America Map, and California Map, colored
push pins
Resource(s): MELD pg.16-17

Materials and
Resources

Why is our culture important?
How do we work together?

Essential Question
“Big Idea”

Intended Student Learning Outcomes:
● To develop an awareness and appreciation for languages and
cultures in the school and local community.
● To practice using the Discussion and Participation Protocols.
● To continue SEL language screener assessments.

MELD Lesson
Objective(s):
(Intended Student
Learning
Outcomes:)

Linguistic and Cultural Diversity
Languages and Cultures in the School and Community

Instructional
Strategies

1. Map Activity: Students view maps in the following order –a
map of the world pointing out the continent of North America: a
map of North America pointing out the state of California: a
map of California pointing out the city in which the school is
located as well as the neighboring cities in which the students
may live.
2. Discuss with students the fact that people live all over the
world, speak different languages and have different cultural
practices.
3. Have students discuss the various cultural groups that live in
AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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their community. Also ask students identify and describe the
language and various practices of their own cultural group.
Use discussion and participation protocols.
Comparison Chart: Teacher lists the different cultural groups reflected
in student’s school and community.
Teacher uses Raise a Righteous Hand to have students share out.
Teacher charts as students identify their cultural group and language.
4. Students will draw a picture of a special gathering that
expresses their family culture.
Teacher uses Pick-a-Stick to have students share their family drawings
Wrap Up: Conclude every MELD day with a summary of learning
1. Summarize today’s learning. “Today, we learned…”
2. Return to the Big Idea Question
***Teacher administers the SEL language screener (2-4students
per day)
●
●
●
●
●

Discussion Protocol
Participation Protocol
Culture
World
Map

Academic
Language

AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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Day 10
RL K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about
key details in a text.
RL K.6 With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of
a story and define the role of each in telling the story.
RL K.7 With prompting and support, describe the relationship between
illustrations and the story in which they appear.
RL K.10 Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and
understanding
SL K.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners
about Kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and
larger groups.
SL K.2 Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information
presented orally or through other media by asking and answering
questions about key details and requesting clarification if something is
not understood.
SL K.6 Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.
L K.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading
and being read to, and responding to texts.

Common Core
Objective(s)
CCSS Domain
CCSS Standard

Chart Paper, Culturally Relevant Literature embedded with Students
Home Language (The Patchwork Quilt, Icy Watermelon, Life Doesn’t
Frighten Me, Jamal’s Busy Day)
Resource(s): MELD pg. 20

Materials and
Resources

Why is our culture important?
How do we work together?

Essential Question
“Big Idea”

Intended Student Learning Outcomes:
● To develop an awareness and appreciation of home language
and culture.
● To practice using the Discussion and Participation Protocols.
● To continue SEL language screener assessments.

MELD Lesson
Objective(s):
(Intended Student
Learning
Outcomes:)

Linguistic and Cultural Diversity
Languages and Culture in the Home

Instructional
Strategies

Quick-talk about the language and cultural practices of the home.
1. Select phrases, expressions, and ways of speaking that reflect
the students’ home language. Ask students to share some of the
phrases and expressions as well.
AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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2. Have students identify and discuss the different cultural styles
that they exhibit.
Read literature about home language and culture. (see suggested Book
titles above)
Review role of the author and illustrator
Use Discussion and Participation Protocols.
1. Read and discuss literature that depicts the students’ home
language and culture.
2. Have students identify and discuss cultural aspects that they
personally identify with.
3. Discuss with students the importance of loving themselves and
valuing their culture and others.
Extension: Home Language VS Academic Language – chart
responses from discussion.
Wrap Up: Conclude every MELD day with a summary of learning
1. Summarize today’s learning. “Today, we learned…”
2. Return to the Big Idea Question.
***Teacher administers the SEL language screener (2-4students
per day)
●
●
●
●

Discussion Protocol
Participation Protocol
Culture
Home language

Academic
Language

AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)

22

Day 11-12
RL K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about
key details in a text.
RL K.6 With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of
a story and define the role of each in telling the story.
RL K.7 With prompting and support, describe the relationship between
illustrations and the story in which they appear.
RL K.10 Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and
understanding
SL K.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with divers partners
about Kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and
larger groups.
SL K.2 Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information
presented orally or through other media by asking and answering
questions about key details and requesting clarification if something is
not understood.
SL K.6 Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.
L K.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading
and being read to, and responding to texts.

Common Core
Objective(s)
CCSS Domain
CCSS Standard

Construction or Butcher Paper, Culturally Relevant literature,
sentence frames, circle map
Resource(s): MELD Instructional Guide pgs. 11-12

Materials and
Resources

Why is our culture important?
How do we work together?

Essential Question
“Big Idea”

Intended Student Learning Outcomes:
● To build students’ awareness of diverse cultures from around
the world and make a connection to their family culture.
● To practice using the Discussion and Participation Protocols.
● To continue SEL language screener assessments.

MELD Lesson
Objective(s):
(Intended Student
Learning
Outcomes:)

Linguistic and Cultural Diversity
Languages and Cultures in the United States

Instructional
Strategies

Whole Group
How families spend time together:
1. Discuss with students the traditions that families participate in
by using discussion and participation protocols.
AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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2. Explain to students that families that come to America
participate in those traditions as part of their culture.
3. Also, explain that people from other places in the world, bring
different languages and customs from their homeland.
Read literature about different cultures and family traditions.
Review role of the author and illustrator
Activity: Think-Pair-Share
How do you spend time together? What are some family activities?
Teacher uses Call and Response- I say: “learners” You say: “ready” to
get their attention.
Teacher uses Pick-a-Stick protocol to have students share out whole
group:
Students use sentence frame:
We ________ together.
Teacher charts responses on a circle map.

Teacher then models- creates her/his family chart that shows all
members of the family.
AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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Independent Activity
Students individually create a family chart by drawing (label family
names if possible) the members of their family.
Teacher walks around to monitor students working.
Teacher uses Call and Response protocol, I say: “Learners” You say:
“Ready”, to get their attention.
Teacher gathers all students on the rug.
Teacher counts off students from 1-5 and puts them into groups.
Students take turns sharing their family chart within their groups.
Teacher monitors groups.
Wrap Up: Conclude every MELD day with a summary of learning
1. Summarize today’s learning. “Today, we learned…”
2. Return to the Big Idea Question
***Teacher administers the SEL language screener (2-4students
per day)
●
●
●
●

Discussion Protocol
Participation Protocol
Culture
Family
● Tradition
Collect family charts

Academic
Language

Formal Assessment

AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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Day 13-14
RL K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about
key details in a text.
RL K.6 With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of
a story and define the role of each in telling the story.
RL K.7 With prompting and support, describe the relationship between
illustrations and the story in which they appear.
RL K.10 Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and
understanding.
b. Use illustrations and context to make predictions about text.
SL K.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with divers partners
about Kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and
larger groups.
SL K.2 Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information
presented orally or through other media by asking and answering
questions about key details and requesting clarification if something is
not understood.
SL K.6 Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.
L K.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading
and being read to, and responding to texts.
W K.3 Us a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a
single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the
order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened.
W K.8 With guidance and support from adults, recall information from
experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a
question.

Common Core
Objective(s)
CCSS Domain
CCSS Standard

Mama, Do You Love Me? By Barbara M. Joosse (Kinder-Phyllis C.
Hunter Library), I Can Listen to Stories! Worksheet (attached))

Materials and
Resources

Why is our culture important?
How do we work together?

Essential Question
“Big Idea”

Intended Student Learning Outcomes:
● To develop an awareness and appreciation of students’ families
and culture.
● Students will practice using the Discussion and Participation
Protocols.
● Students continue SEL language screener assessments.

MELD Lesson
Objective(s):
(Intended Student
Learning
Outcomes:)

AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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Linguistic and Cultural Diversity
Family Culture
Teacher shows the cover of the book and reads the title, Mama, Do
You Love Me? by Barbara M. Joosse.
Teacher reviews role of the author and illustrator

Instructional
Strategies

Teacher asks: What do you think/predict the story will be about?
Student TPS: I predict it’s going to be about __________.
Teacher gets their attention by clapping and students copy.
Teacher uses Raise a Righteous Hand or Pick-A-Stick protocol to
have students share whole group.
Teacher reads: Mama, Do You Love Me? by Barbara M. Joosse
Teacher asks students the question, “Who were the characters in the
story”?
Students TPS using sentence frame:
The characters were __________.
Teacher uses Call and Response: I say: “learners” You say: “ready”
Teachers uses Pick-a-Stick to have students share whole group.
Students must be provided with ample opportunities for listening and
speaking through the use of responding protocols to practice building a
culturally responsive classroom.
Teacher introduces worksheet I Can Listen to Stories!
Teacher models writing the name and title of the book.

AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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Teacher asks, “Did you like the book”?
Teacher uses Merry–Go-Round protocol for students to share their
response.
Teacher asks: “What do you remember from the story”?
Students TPS using sentence frame: I remember _________.
Teacher draws a picture from the story to model for students.
Independent Activity
1. Students can work independently or in small groups.
2. Students’ task is to complete the worksheet. I Can Listen to
Stories!
3. Students draw a picture of something they remember from the
story.
While students are working on their drawing, the teacher will walk
around and monitor students to help them with their picture and to have
students orally share their drawing.
Students orally share their picture of the story with the whole class on
the next day.
Use sentence frame.
The picture I drew was _____________.
Wrap Up: Conclude every MELD day with a summary of learning
1. Summarize today’s learning. “Today, we learned…”
2. Return to the Big Idea Question
***Teacher administers the SEL language screener (2-4students
per day)
● Discussion Protocol
● Participation Protocol
● Characters
● Predict
Picture/Drawing of an event in the story

Academic
Language

Formal Assessment

AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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Day 15

RL K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about
key details in a text.
RL K.6 With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of
a story and define the role of each in telling the story.
RL K.7 With prompting and support, describe the relationship between
illustrations and the story in which they appear.
RL K.10 Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and
understanding
SL K.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with divers partners
about Kindergarten topics and texts with peers and adults in small and
larger groups.
SL K.2 Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information
presented orally or through other media by asking and answering
questions about key details and requesting clarification if something is
not understood.
SL K.6 Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly.
L K.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading
and being read to, and responding to texts.
W K.3 Us a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a
single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the
order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened.
W K.5 With guidance and support from adults, respond to questions
and suggestions from peers and add details to strengthen writing as
needed.
W K.8 With guidance and support from adults, recall information from
experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a
question.

Common Core
Objective(s)
CCSS Domain
CCSS Standard

Mama, Do You Love Me? By Barbara M. Joosse (Phyllis C. Hunter
Library), I Can Listen to Stories! Worksheet (attached))

Materials and
Resources

Why is our culture important?
How do we work together?

Essential Question
“Big Idea”

Intended Student Learning Outcomes:
● To develop an awareness and appreciation of students’ families
and culture.
● Students will practice using the Discussion and Participation
Protocols.
● Students continue SEL language screener assessments.

MELD Lesson
Objective(s):
(Intended Student
Learning
Outcomes:)

AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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Whole Group:
Teacher rereads book.
Teacher introduces the setting and reviews the characters in the book.
Teacher turns to each page of the book, focusing on the pictures and
asking students, “What do you think is happening in this picture”?
Teacher uses TPS for them to discuss the pictures.
Teacher uses Pick-a-Stick to have students retell what is going on in
the pictures.

Instructional
Strategies

Teacher reviews his/her worksheet I Can Listen to Stories!
Teacher adds details to the picture.
Teacher says, “When I add more details to my picture, I make it better.
This is called revising”
Independent Activity:
Students individually work on their drawing to revise their picture
about I Can Listen to Stories!
Teacher will monitor and assist individual students.
Teacher will select a few that will share their revisions when time is up.
(author’s chair)

Wrap Up: Conclude every MELD day with a summary of learning
1. Summarize today’s learning. “Today, we learned…”
2. Return to the Big Idea Question
***Teacher administers the SEL language screener (2-4students
per day)
●
●
●
●

Discussion Protocol
Participation Protocol
Characters
Setting
● Revise

Academic
Language

On demand writing prompts that students can complete
independently and can be used when administering SEL diagnostic
screening:
o Draw/Write about an enjoyable time that you spent with your family. Make sure
to include details.

AEMP Access Strategies: Making Cultural Connections (MCC), Contrastive Analysis (CA), Communal
Cooperative Learning Environments (CCLE), Instructional Conversations (IC), Academic Language
Development (ALD), Advanced Graphic Organizers (AGO)
Responsive Classroom Management: Discussion Protocols (DP) Participation Protocols (PP)
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