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 3rd Grade MELD LESSONS ALIGNED TO CCSS 

 
 Day 1 
Common Core 
Objective(s) 
CCSS Domain 
CCSS Standard 

Writing 
 
W.3.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas and information clearly: a) Introduce a topic and group 
related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding 
comprehension; b) Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details; 
c) Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to 
connect ideas within categories of information; d) Provide a concluding 
statement or section.  
 
W.3.4: With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which 
the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. 
 
W.3.8: Recall information from experiences or gather information from 
print and digital sources, take brief notes on sources and evidence into 
provided categories. 

Essential Question 
“Big Idea” 

What is a fact? 
What is informative writing? 

MELD Lesson 
Objective(s): 
(Intended Student 
Learning Outcomes:) 

Write an informative piece that introduces the topic, supply 3 facts with 
supporting details, use linking words, and provide a concluding statement 
or section. 

Access Strategy(ies) /  
Protocols 
Incorporated into this 
lesson 

 Shout out (fact vs. opinion activity) 
 My turn, your turn (song) 
 Put your two slices in (discussing pizza facts) 
 Roll ‘em (sharing facts with the class) 

 
Materials / Resources  Copy of Informative Writing song 

 Copies of DIBELs 3rd grade BOY fluency assessment: A Famous 
Food: The History of Pizza 

 Pizza slices 
 Pizza fact sheet 
 Pencil 
 Green pen and red pen 
 Scissors 
 Glue 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Teaching Strategies 
Whole Group (WG) 
I do… 
Teacher will… 
 
Small Group (SG) 
We do… 
Teacher and students 
will… 
 
Independent Work (IW) 
You do… 
Students will… 

 Gather students on the rug or near the front of the room. 
 
 WG: The teacher will say to the students, “for the first LPA, you had 

to write an opinion piece.  Remember an opinion is something you 
think, feel, or believe.  Your opinion may be different from someone 
else.  For the second LPA, you will be writing an informative piece. 
In an informative writing, you are using facts (something that is 
true/can be proven) and details in your writing.”   

 
 WG: Teacher will say to the students, “Pizza is good is an opinion 

because it is what someone thinks.  Someone else may disagree and 
think that pizza is disgusting.  Pizza has different toppings is a fact 
because it is true and can be proven. Let’s practice with a few more 
statements.”   

 
You will use the participation protocol “shout out” to tell if the 
following statement is a fact or an opinion.   
 
1) Pizza is better than tacos (opinion) 
2) Domino’s sells pizza (fact) 
3) Pepperoni is the best topping on a pizza (opinion)  
4) Pizza Loca is the best pizza in town (opinion) 
5) Pizza is eaten all over the world (fact) 
6) 93 percent of Americans eat pizza once a month (fact). 

 
 WG: Teacher will introduce and teach, “Informative Writing Song” 

using the participation protocol “my turn, your turn”. 
 

 
 
 WG: Teacher will define vocabulary words:  

 
informative writing – A writing that provides information. 
fact – A fact is something that is true.  It can be proven. 
detail – A detail is additional information. 
paraphrase – Paraphrase is a restatement of a text or passage.  It is in 
your own words. 



 

 

topic – It is the subject. 
topic sentence – A sentence in the paragraph that expresses the main 
idea or point of view.  It is usually in the beginning. 

 
 WG: Teacher takes a class poll.   

 
Teacher will ask the students to “Raise your hand if you ate pizza this 
week.” Record results on board.  
  
The teacher will then ask the students to “stand if you did not eat 
pizza this week.”   
 
Teacher will ask the standing students if they ate pizza last week.  If 
they answered yes, have the student(s) sit down.  Record results on 
the board.   

 
 WG: Teacher will ask the students, “Where do you think pizza came 

from?” Record answers on board.   
 

 WG: Introduce the writing prompt.  “For this informative writing you 
will be using an article and video to tell about the history of pizza.”  

 
 WG/IW:  Pass out the article, “A Famous Food: The History of 

Pizza” and read the article out loud as a class or have the students 
read independently.  Pass out “Put your Pizza Slice In” sheet and 
have students cut the pizza slices. 

 

                
 
 IW: Using a pencil, students write down two facts from the article on 

two pizza slices.   
 
SG: Then using the pizza slices students will use the discussion 
protocol “put your two slices (cents) in” to discuss the facts that they 
wrote.   
 



 

 

IW: After all slices are shared, using a green pen, the students will 
write two different facts on the two remaining pizza slices.  
 
 Students will share their facts using the discussion protocol “ roll 
‘em”.Chart what the student said.  
 
*Students who are having difficulties coming up with facts can copy 
the facts from the chart in a red pen.   

 
 IW: Pass out “Pizza Fact” sheet.  Students will cut and paste pizza 

slices facts on the Pizza Fact Sheet or rewrite the facts on the Pizza 
Fact Sheet.  Have the students state the source. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 Day 2 
Common Core 
Objective(s) 
CCSS Domain 
CCSS Standard 

Writing 
 
W.3.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas and information clearly: a) Introduce a topic and group 
related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding 
comprehension; b) Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details; 
c) Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to 
connect ideas within categories of information; d) Provide a concluding 
statement or section.  
 
W.3.4: With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which 
the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. 
 
W.3.8: Recall information from experiences or gather information from 
print and digital sources, take brief notes on sources and evidence into 
provided categories. 

Essential Question 
“Big Idea” 

What is a fact? 
What is informative writing? 

MELD Lesson 
Objective(s): 
(Intended Student 
Learning Outcomes:) 

Write an informative piece that introduces the topic, supply 3 facts with 
supporting details, use linking words, and provide a concluding statement 
or section. 

Access Strategy(ies) /  
Protocols 
Incorporated into this 
lesson 

 Give one, get one (recording notes from the video) 
 
 

Materials / Resources  Copy of Informative Writing song 
 Copies of DIBELs 3rd grade BOY fluency assessment: A Famous 

Food: The History of Pizza 
 youtube video: The History of Pizza 

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DtkG_Md6Ykk) 
 Pizza Fact sheet 
 Top With Detail sheet 
 Pencil 
 T chart 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Teaching Strategies 
Whole Group (WG) 
I do… 
Teacher will… 
 
Small Group (SG) 
We do… 
Teacher and students 
will… 
 
Independent Work (IW) 
You do… 
Students will… 

 Gather students on the rug or near the front of the room. 
 
 WG: Review vocabulary.  
  
 WG: Reread article, “A Famous Food: The History of Pizza”.   
 

 
 
 WG/SG/IW: Watch youtube video: “The History of Pizza”  

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DtkG_Md6Ykk) 
 

Stop video at 3:20 after it says, “By the beginning of the 21st 
century…pizza will take over the world”.  Fold the “Pizza Fact” 
sheet from yesterday into fourths.  Replay the video, stopping four 
times so students can take notes on the back of the “Pizza Fact” 
sheet.  After each stop students will use the participation protocol 
“give one, get one” and then write a fact.   

 
 WG: Paraphrase Activity: Discuss and chart some facts.  

Demonstrate how to paraphrase using a T chart (left column: original 
fact; right column: paraphrase). 

 

            
 
 WG: Sing “Informative Writing Song”. 
 
 Extension: In pairs (or small groups) students can play Battle of the 

Facts or Rally Robin.  Both games are played the same way.  
Students will battle back-and-forth giving a fact about pizza.  If the  
student says a fact that was already said, he/she loses.  If the student 



 

 

cannot think of fact, he/she loses. 

 Day 3 
Common Core 
Objective(s) 
CCSS Domain 
CCSS Standard 

Writing 
 
W.3.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas and information clearly: a) Introduce a topic and group 
related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding 
comprehension; b) Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details; 
c) Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to 
connect ideas within categories of information; d) Provide a concluding 
statement or section.  
 
W.3.4: With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which 
the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. 
 
W.3.8: Recall information from experiences or gather information from 
print and digital sources, take brief notes on sources and evidence into 
provided categories. 

Essential Question 
“Big Idea” 

What is a fact? 
What is informative writing? 

MELD Lesson 
Objective(s): 
(Intended Student 
Learning Outcomes:) 

Write an informative piece that introduces the topic, supply 3 facts with 
supporting details, use linking words, and provide a concluding statement 
or section. 

Access Strategy(ies) /  
Protocols 
Incorporated into this 
lesson 

 Personal thesaurus (vocabulary development for the word eating) 
 Roll ‘em (review parts of an informative paragraph) 
 Concentration game (review parts of an informative paragraph) 

 



 

 

Materials / Resources  Copy of Informative Writing song 
 youtube video: The History of Pizza 
 (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DtkG_Md6Ykk) 
 Informative Writing poster 
 Anchor paper 1 and 2 
 Top with Details sheet 
 Information Game 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Teaching Strategies 
Whole Group (WG) 
I do… 
Teacher will… 
 
Small Group (SG) 
We do… 
Teacher and students 
will… 
 
Independent Work (IW) 
You do… 
Students will… 

 WG: Rewatch youtube video: “The History of Pizza”. 
      (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DtkG_Md6Ykk) 
 
 Introduce “Informative Writing” poster.  Compare the 

“Informative Writing” poster to the “Informative Writing” song. 
 

 
 
 Discuss in detail each part/letter of the poster. 

 
      I: Include an opening sentence or paragraph that tells the topic.  
Teacher says, “An introduction is the beginning of your writing.  In the 
introduction you want to tell what the topic is and you want to “hook” the 
reader.  You can “hook” the reader by posing a question or by connecting 
with the reader.  Most importantly, the introduction should include a topic 
sentence.” 
 
     N: Name facts in the body of your article.  F: Follow the facts with 
supporting details.  Teacher says, “The body of the article is the main 
part of the writing.  In informative writing, facts are supported by details.  
Let’s take a look at some facts and details about pizza from the article 
and video.  Fact: Pizza is eaten all over the world. Details: They eat pizza 
in the United States, Italy, Greece, etc.  Fact: 93% of Americans eat pizza 
once a month.  Details: We took a class poll and the results showed that 
all (almost all) students ate pizza this week or last week.  The cafeteria 
serves pizza for BIC and lunch.  We have pizza for class parties.       
 
     O: Organize your writing with transition words.  Refer to 
Transition Words Chart.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
Teacher says, “We use transition words to connect ideas.  It improves the 
connection between thoughts and helps the paper read more smoothly.”   
 
* Remind students that when using a transition words, they are not 
writing reasons. They are writing facts.  Transition phrases should not be 
First reason…, Second reason…, Another reason… like in their opinion 
writing.  Instead transitional phrases should be First fact about pizza…, 
Second fact about pizza…, Another fact about pizza… 
 
     M: Make a closing sentence of paragraph related to your topic.  
Teacher says, “ In your closing, you want to remind the reader what the 
paragraph is about.  You want to restate a few ideas.” 
 
Key Vocabulary:  Teacher says, “Key vocabulary should also be 
included in your writing.  Use vocabulary from the article and video.  
Let’s brainstorm a few key vocabulary that may help in your writing (ex. 
crust, toppings, history).” Chart vocabulary.   
 
Teacher says, “Now let’s beef up some tier 1 words. The word eating is a 
tier 1 word that we use all the time.  What are some synonyms for the 
word eating? (devouring, munching, feasting).” Chart and record in 
Student Personal Thesaurus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 WG: To review parts of an informative paragraph, play the 

“Information Game” in the verse of “Concentration  (directions are 
included in the additional resources) OR/AND use the participation 
protocol “roll ‘em”. 

 

 
 
 WG: Pass out anchor papers.  Read the anchor papers out loud, and 

emphasize different components of the anchor papers (ex. “hook” in 
the beginning, topic sentence, introduction, facts, supporting details, 
and conclusion). 

 

       
 



 

 

 
 Day 4 
Common Core 
Objective(s) 
CCSS Domain 
CCSS Standard 

Writing 
 
W.3.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas and information clearly: a) Introduce a topic and group 
related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding 
comprehension; b) Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details; 
c) Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to 
connect ideas within categories of information; d) Provide a concluding 
statement or section.  
 
W.3.4: With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which 
the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. 
 
W.3.8: Recall information from experiences or gather information from 
print and digital sources, take brief notes on sources and evidence into 
provided categories. 

Essential Question 
“Big Idea” 

What is a fact? 
What is informative writing? 

MELD Lesson 
Objective(s): 
(Intended Student 
Learning Outcomes:) 

Write an informative piece that introduces the topic, supply 3 facts with 
supporting details, use linking words, and provide a concluding statement 
or section. 

Access Strategy(ies) /  
Protocols 
Incorporated into this 
lesson 

 Pick a stick (review informative poster) 
 Raise a righteous hand (share fact and details on pizza slice) 

 
 

Materials / Resources  Informative Writing song 
 youtube video: The History of Pizza 

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DtkG_Md6Ykk) 
 Informative poster 
 Anchor paper 
 Fact and Details Sort sheet 
 Lined paper 
 Scissors 
 Stapler 
 Pencil 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Teaching Strategies 
Whole Group (WG) 
I do… 
Teacher will… 
 
Small Group (SG) 
We do… 
Teacher and students 
will… 
 
Independent Work (IW) 
You do… 
Students will… 

 WG: Review “Informative Writing” poster using the participation 
protocol “pick a stick.”   

 
 
 WG: Review writing prompt: Use both article and video to tell the 

history of pizza. 
 
 WG: Pass out 3 sheets of 8 ½ by 11 lined paper.  Have students cut 

the paper in half and staple at the corner OR have booklets already 
prepared. 

 
 WG: Model how to write a topic sentence.  

IW: Students write their topic sentence in the back of the first page. 
 
 WG: Model how to write an introduction with a “hook” and topic 

sentence.   
IW: Students write their introduction on the second page.   
 
WG: Use the participation protocol “pick a stick” to have a few 
students share their introduction.   

 
 WG: Model how to organize facts and details by doing a sort activity.  

Pass out “Facts and Details Sort” paper.  In pairs, students cut 
sentences and organize it by facts, details, and what doesn’t belong.  

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 WG: Using “Pizza Facts” sheet, model how to choose the top three 
facts. Put a star next to the top 3 facts.   
IW: Students choose and put a start next to their top three facts. 
 

 
 
 WG: Pass out “Top with Details” sheet.  On one pizza slice, model 

how to write the fact on the crust and the details next to each of the 
toppings.  Cite the source of the fact.  (teacher do, students copy) 

 

 
 
 SG: In pairs or small groups, students write the second fact and three 

details on the second pizza slice.  
 
Use the participation protocol “raise a righteous hand” to have a few 
students share their pizza slice.   

 
 IW: Students write their own fact and three details on the third pizza 

slice.   
 
Use the participation protocol “raise a righteous hand” to have a few 
students share their pizza slice.  
 

 
  WG: Review transition words.  Model how to add transition words in 



 

 

the writing.  Have students write transition words on top of the crust.    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 Day 5 
Common Core 
Objective(s) 
CCSS Domain 
CCSS Standard 

Writing 
 
W.3.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas and information clearly: a) Introduce a topic and group 
related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding 
comprehension; b) Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details; 
c) Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to 
connect ideas within categories of information; d) Provide a concluding 
statement or section.  
 
W.3.4: With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which 
the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. 
 
W.3.8: Recall information from experiences or gather information from 
print and digital sources, take brief notes on sources and evidence into 
provided categories. 

Essential Question 
“Big Idea” 

What is a fact? 
What is informative writing? 

MELD Lesson 
Objective(s): 
(Intended Student 
Learning Outcomes:) 

Write an informative piece that introduces the topic, supply 3 facts with 
supporting details, use linking words, and provide a concluding statement 
or section. 

Access Strategy(ies) /  
Protocols 
Incorporated into this 
lesson 

 Silent appointment (share fact and details) 
 Raise a righteous hand (share conclusion) 
 Think-Pair-Share (titles) 

 

Materials / Resources  Stapled booklet 
 Top with Details sheet 
 Pencil 
 Inform poster 
 Informative Writing song 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Teaching Strategies 
Whole Group (WG) 
I do… 
Teacher will… 
 
Small Group (SG) 
We do… 
Teacher and students 
will… 
 
Independent Work (IW) 
You do… 
Students will… 

 WG: Review writing prompt: Use both article and video to tell the 
history of pizza. 

 
 WG: Teacher models how to use the pizza slices to write their facts 

and details on the 3rd, 4th, and 5th page of the stapled book.   
 
IW: Students write their facts and details on the 3rd, 4th, and 5th page 
of the stapled book.   

 
Use the discussion protocol “make a silent appointment” to have the 
student share their fact and details.  Do this for 2-3 appointments.   

 
 WG: Model how to write a conclusion on the 5th page.  Remember to 

restate the topic and a few ideas.   
 
IW: Students write their conclusion on the 5th page.   

 
Use the participation protocol “raise a righteous hand” to have a few 
students share their conclusion.   

 
 WG: Review “Informative Writing” poster.  Teacher says, “Now 

that we are done with our rough draft, let’s make sure we included 
everything.” (Students can sing “Informative Writing” song to 
themselves and point to the parts to make sure they are included). 

 
 WG: Take out the stapled papers.  To make sure that all components 

of an informative writing are included, on the 2nd page, underline the 
topic sentence in the introduction. On the 3rd, 4th, and 5th page, 
underline each fact and put a dot next to each detail.   

 
 WG: Think-Pair-Share titles for their writing.  On the first page, 

model how and where to write the title, their name, and where to put 
the illustration.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 Day 6-10 
Common Core 
Objective(s) 
CCSS Domain 
CCSS Standard 

Writing 
 
W.3.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas and information clearly: a) Introduce a topic and group 
related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding 
comprehension; b) Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details; 
c) Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to 
connect ideas within categories of information; d) Provide a concluding 
statement or section.  
 
W.3.4: With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which 
the development and organization are appropriate to task and purpose. 
 
W.3.8: Recall information from experiences or gather information from 
print and digital sources, take brief notes on sources and evidence into 
provided categories. 

Essential Question 
“Big Idea” 

What is a fact? 
What is informative writing? 

MELD Lesson 
Objective(s): 
(Intended Student 
Learning Outcomes:) 

Write an informative piece that introduces the topic, supply 3 facts with 
supporting details, use linking words, and provide a concluding statement 
or section. 

Access Strategy(ies) /  
Protocols 
Incorporated into this 
lesson 

Refer to participation and discussion protocol posters included in the 
resource packet. 

Materials / Resources Students’ informative writing 
Treasure Anthology book 2 
Health book 

Teaching Strategies 
Whole Group (WG) 
I do… 
Teacher will… 
 
Small Group (SG) 
We do… 
Teacher and students 
will… 
 
Independent Work (IW) 
You do… 
Students will… 

Days 6-10 
• Teacher will continue with the writing process (revision and edit). 

 
• Teacher will provide mini-lessons (grammar, contrastive analysis, 

vocabulary) according to the needs of the students.   
 
Goal: At the end of day 10, students will have a publish Informative 
Writing piece.  
 
Extension:  Teacher can use these non-fiction texts to provide more 
practice. 
 

• Out of this World: A true story about Ellen Ochoa 



 

 

Treasures Anthology book 2, Unit 4, Week 5 
 

• Health book, Lesson 2, page E30-E35 

 


