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(Why) You Mad Bro?: The Plague of Custom— 
Exploring (Among other things) Legitimacy and Sibling Rivalries  

in  
King Lear  Act  I.i i,  Grade 12 

Latosha Guy 
(5+ Days)  

 
Title:                                                                        Lexile 1330 

California State 
Standards 

Literary Response and Analysis  
3.4 Analyze ways in which poets use imagery, personification, figures of 
speech, and sounds to evoke readers’ emotions. 
3.2 Analyze the way in which the theme or meaning of a selection 
represents a view or comment on life, using textual evidence to support 
the claim. 
3.6 Analyze the way in which authors through the centuries have used 
archetypes drawn from myth and tradition in literature, film, political 
speeches, and religious writings (e.g., how the archetypes of banishment 
from an ideal world may be used to interpret Shakespeare’s tragedy 
Macbeth). 
Reading Comprehension 
2.2 Analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the patterns 
of organization, hierarchical structures, repetition of the main ideas, 
syntax, and word choice in the text. 
CCR: Speaking and Listening Integrate multiple sources of information 
presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating 
the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies 
among the data. 

MELD 
OBJECTIVES 

Students will be able to: 
• Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussion (one-on-

one; groups; and teacher led) 
• Understand (figurative language) metaphor and identify 

appropriateness of comparison  
• Understand and identify pronouns and antecedents 
• Analyze Speaker; Occasion; Audience and Purpose of a Text  

 
Depth of 
Knowledge 
Level 

DOK 1 Identify; Define; Tell; Recall 
DOK 2 Infer; Predict; Interpret; Make Context Clues 
DOK 3 Develop A Logical Argument; Cite Evidence; Formulate 
DOK 4 connect; Create; Analyze 
 

Essential (Why) Are Families Dangerous?  
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Question Why You Mad Bro? (for Act I.ii) 
 

Access 
Strategies 

Images; Graphic Organizers; Use of Audio; Translation; Rings of Culture; 
Access Prior Knowledge; Use of Anchor Texts, Instructional Conversations; 
Academic Language Development 
 

Protocols 
 

Give one, Get one; Rally; Think-Pair-Share; Thinking In Colors; Raise A 
Righteous Hand; Take A Stand;  

Materials 
 
 

Chart Paper; post-it notes for annotation; copies of texts 

Key Vocabulary Rivalry; Illegitimate; Bastard; Birth Order; Heir; Legitimate; Base 
Literary: Metaphor; Soliloquy; Apostrophe; Alliteration 
 

Resources Audio of King Lear; IPods/Chrome books; Genesis Chapter 4: (KJV; NIV) 
Cain and Abel; “Are Families Dangerous?” by Barbara Ehrenreich 
The Power of Birth Order by Jeffrey Kluger; Why Mom Liked You Best by 
Jeffrey Kluger; TED Talk: The Sibling Bong by Jeffrey Kluger; Images of 
Siblings: Venus and Serena Williams; the Princes of Wales William and Harry; 
Cain and Abel; Edgar and Edmund of Gloucester; Venn Diagram Graphic 
Organizer 
Edmund’s Soliloquy Act I. ii 1-23; Edmund lines 49-57 (scene 2) 
Edmund’s Forged letter to Gloucester lines 49-57; lines 125-140 
Note: Some resources have been utilized before the lesson.  
 

Note: This lesson occurs approximately four-five 
days after beginning King Lear.  

 

Day 1 
 
 

Teacher begins the lesson with projected images of Venus and 
Serena; Prince William and Prince Harry; Robert and John F. Kennedy; 
and other recognizable siblings.  
Protocol: Rally: Students are given a minute to speculate on how the 
images will connect to today’s lesson focus.  
Share Out: Teacher selects first set of pairs to share out.  
Students then pick next group. 
Journal Response: Select any and respond in one full page:  

(1) Do parents show favoritism? Why or why not?  
(2) How does jealousy influence familial relationships?  

Students write and then: Give one, get one based on the journal 
topic they responded to. Whip Around: Charting responses to each 
prompt.  
Teacher next references the previous text read in previous class, “Are 
Families Dangerous” by Barbara Ehrenreich. 
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Teacher Introduces the Biblical Text Cain and Abel  
But first A Moment of Silence: Students view an image of “Cain and 
Abel” 
Teacher reads to students Genesis Chapter 4; versus 1-15.  
Think-Shout-Out: Why does Abel kill his brother Cain?  
Homework Assignment: How does jealousy influence the relationship 
between Cain and Abel?  

Day 2 
1st Read 

Quote Response: Respond to the Quote from Jeffrey’s Kluger’s Ted 
Talk: The Sibling Bond 
https//www.ted.com/talks/Jeffrey_kluger_the_sibling_bond 
That the bond between siblings can be joyful, powerful, fraught with 
joy and fraught with woe”  
Do you agree with Mr. Kluger’s statement? How does it describe the 
relationship between Cain and Abel? Between Edmund and Edgar?  
Protocol: Pick A Stick to select students to respond.  
Transition to the text: “In Act 1, scene 1 briefly Gloucester speaks to 
Kent about his son Edmund.  Is Gloucester a good father? Students 
re-read the text (3 minutes) 
They may/can be given a graphic organizer: Opinion/Proof Where 
they write their opinion to the prompt, Is Gloucester a good father? 
And support with evidence from Act I scene 1.  
Then, using the Take A Stand Protocol, students in a location 
according to their interpretation of Gloucester’s relationship with his 
illegitimate son Edmund.  
Stand and Deliver: class in three camps: Yes/No/Uncertain  
Teacher poses question after the Opinion/Proof and Take A Stand 
Discussion Activity.  
Teacher Question: “Does Edmund feel loved?”  
Students have a photocopy of Act I, scene ii 
1st Read: Actually students will hear the text. While listening: 
Students will circle the most important words or phrases in each line. 
Teacher (or student) will Chart Words on Chart Paper: Nature; 
Goddess; Law; Bound; Base; Legitimate, and words from the text.  
2nd Read: Students chorally read Act I, scene ii.  
Think; Pair; Share: Student will share their most important words from 
the soliloquy 
Whole Class Discussion on the Most Important Words.  

2rd Read 
(actually the 
third)  
Day 2 
 

Students re-read Act I.ii 
Protocol: Read Aloud.  Then, Whole Class Discussion: Does Edmund 
feel loved? How can we tell? Support your response with evidence.  
Then, teacher will introduce the translation protocol. Students have 
used the translation tool before.  
Teacher: We have a beginning idea of what Edmund says, but we 
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must understand fully what he says, and why did doesn’t feel loved? 
What does Edmund Feel? Why?  
Translation Assignment: Act I, scene ii appears in a double entry 
journal on the left hand side.  Students translate the text sentence by 
sentence stopping at end punctuation marks.  
Pronoun Focus: Draw arrow from Pronoun to Antecedent.  
Classwork: Students write one paragraph summary of Edmund’s 
soliloquy 

3rd Read 
Day 3 

 Teacher introduces the focus of the lesson will be 
uncovering the figurative language in the text. 
Teacher directed questions Closer Reading Questions:  To Whom is 
Edmund speaking? Why does he direct his speech to “nature” Why 
would nature be Edmund’s goddess and not his father his god?  Why 
doesn’t Edmund profess his service to his father? How does Edmund 
feel about his brother?  
Protocol: Numbered Heads together to provide evidence based 
responses.  
Transition: After the text has been read for the 4th time; students will 
begin to examine the figurative language for a much deeper 
understanding of the text; and to more carefully uncover the source 
of Edmund’s Anger.  
Identify the metaphor in the text: Plague of Custom 
Venn Diagram  
Students will write associations with a “plague” on one side of their 
Venn Diagram; and “custom” with another. Student may consult 
thesaurus.  
May use A-B-C Brainstorm Protocol to generate as many 
associations as students can for “Plague” and later “Custom”  
How is a Plague Like a Custom? Fill in Middle Of Venn diagram 
Jot down (custom)  

4th/5th Read After responding to several prompts: Why do siblings Fight?;  Does 
Gloucester love Edmund? (Does Edmund feel loved?); After sharing 
the most important words in the soliloquy; after answering questions 
about the soliloquy; translating; then identifying the figurative 
language: Nature; plague of custom; students will complete the 
SOAPS chart. Finally, CRQ will ascertain knowledge of text. Students 
may be asked to summarize the text.  
Group Discussion Strategy: Thinking Colors (once students fully 
understand the literal and figurative language of the text; students use the 
thinking colors protocol to analyze additional layers of the text) 

Culminating 
Task – Writing 

Teacher may assign a variety of culminating writing tasks, 
depending on the time spent on ancillary readings (Cain and 
Abel; listening to the Ted Talk; The Power of Birth Order; etc.).  
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 1. Critique the validity of Edmund’s argument. Analyze the 
persuasiveness of Edmund’s argument.  

2. Synthesis Essay: What causes sibling rivalries? Synthesize from 
Cain and Abel; The Sibling Bond; King Lear; The Power of Birth 
order; Why Mom Like You Best. (Why is Edmund Mad?) 

3. Creative Writing: Write Like Edmund  
After reading Act I, scene 2 to line 57 Students will be able to 
identify a custom or policy that they despise or mildly irks them. Then 
in a formal style, they will compose a write like using either Edmund’s 
soliloquy in Act 2, scene 1 or the forged letter Edmund gives to his 
father Gloucester in Act 2 lines 49 or Edmund’s response on lines 
125 
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Genesis	  4	  KJV	  
4	  And	  Adam	  knew	  Eve	  his	  wife;	  and	  she	  conceived,	  and	  bare	  Cain,	  and	  said,	  I	  have	  gotten	  a	  
man	  from	  the	  LORD.	  

2	  And	  she	  again	  bare	  his	  brother	  Abel.	  And	  Abel	  was	  a	  keeper	  of	  sheep,	  but	  Cain	  was	  a	  tiller	  
of	  the	  ground.	  

3	  And	  in	  process	  of	  time	  it	  came	  to	  pass,	  that	  Cain	  brought	  of	  the	  fruit	  of	  the	  ground	  an	  
offering	  unto	  the	  LORD.	  

4	  And	  Abel,	  he	  also	  brought	  of	  the	  firstlings	  of	  his	  flock	  and	  of	  the	  fat	  thereof.	  And	  
the	  LORD	  had	  respect	  unto	  Abel	  and	  to	  his	  offering:	  

5	  But	  unto	  Cain	  and	  to	  his	  offering	  he	  had	  not	  respect.	  And	  Cain	  was	  very	  wroth,	  and	  his	  
countenance	  fell.	  

6	  And	  the	  LORD	  said	  unto	  Cain,	  Why	  art	  thou	  wroth?	  and	  why	  is	  thy	  countenance	  fallen?	  

7	  If	  thou	  doest	  well,	  shalt	  thou	  not	  be	  accepted?	  and	  if	  thou	  doest	  not	  well,	  sin	  lieth	  at	  the	  
door.	  And	  unto	  thee	  shall	  be	  his	  desire,	  and	  thou	  shalt	  rule	  over	  him.	  

8	  And	  Cain	  talked	  with	  Abel	  his	  brother:	  and	  it	  came	  to	  pass,	  when	  they	  were	  in	  the	  field,	  
that	  Cain	  rose	  up	  against	  Abel	  his	  brother,	  and	  slew	  him.	  

9	  And	  the	  LORD	  said	  unto	  Cain,	  Where	  is	  Abel	  thy	  brother?	  And	  he	  said,	  I	  know	  not:	  Am	  I	  my	  
brother's	  keeper?	  

10	  And	  he	  said,	  What	  hast	  thou	  done?	  the	  voice	  of	  thy	  brother's	  blood	  crieth	  unto	  me	  from	  
the	  ground.	  

11	  And	  now	  art	  thou	  cursed	  from	  the	  earth,	  which	  hath	  opened	  her	  mouth	  to	  receive	  thy	  
brother's	  blood	  from	  thy	  hand;	  

12	  When	  thou	  tillest	  the	  ground,	  it	  shall	  not	  henceforth	  yield	  unto	  thee	  her	  strength;	  a	  
fugitive	  and	  a	  vagabond	  shalt	  thou	  be	  in	  the	  earth.	  

13	  And	  Cain	  said	  unto	  the	  LORD,	  My	  punishment	  is	  greater	  than	  I	  can	  bear.	  
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Translating	  Shakespeare	  
Below	  is	  a	  double	  entry	  journal.	  In	  the	  left	  hand	  column,	  a	  passage	  is	  taken	  from	  King	  Lear.	  
On	  the	  right	  hand	  side,	  you	  are	  to	  translate	  sentence	  by	  sentence	  Shakespeare’s	  language	  
Be	   sure	   to	   stop	   at	   end	   punctuation	  marks-‐-‐	   ;	   .	   ?	   !	   :	  Additionally,	   since	   we	   are	   studying	  
pronouns,	   circle	   each	   pronoun	   and	   then	   find	   the	   noun	  or	   other	   pronoun	   it	   replaces	   by	  
drawing	  an	  arrow	  to	  its	  antecedent.	  Finally,	  at	  bottom,	  or	  on	  the	  back	  of	  this	  page,	  answer	  
the	  following	  questions	  about	  the	  passage:	  Who	  is	  the	  speaker?	  What	  is	  the	  purpose	  of	  the	  
passage?	  What	  happens	   in	   the	  passage,	  why	   is	   the	  passage	   significant?	  Please	  write	  your	  
responses	   to	   these	  questions	   in	  a	  paragraph	  that	  shows	  you	  understand	  the	  scope	  of	   the	  
passage.	  	  
 

Excerpt	   Translation/Response	  (You	  should	  have	  14-‐17	  
sentences)	  

EDMUND	  
Thou,	  nature,	  art	  my	  goddess;	  to	  thy	  law	  
My	  services	  are	  bound.	  Wherefore	  should	  I	  
Stand	  in	  the	  plague	  of	  custom,	  and	  permit	  
The	  curiosity	  of	  nations	  to	  deprive	  me,	  
For	  that	  I	  am	  some	  twelve	  or	  fourteen	  moon-‐shines	  
Lag	  of	  a	  brother?	  Why	  bastard?	  wherefore	  base?	  
When	  my	  dimensions	  are	  as	  well	  compact,	  
My	  mind	  as	  generous,	  and	  my	  shape	  as	  true,	  
As	  honest	  madam's	  issue?	  Why	  brand	  they	  us	  
With	  base?	  with	  baseness?	  bastardy?	  base,	  base?	  
Who,	  in	  the	  lusty	  stealth	  of	  nature,	  take	  
More	  composition	  and	  fierce	  quality	  
Than	  doth,	  within	  a	  dull,	  stale,	  tired	  bed,	  
Go	  to	  the	  creating	  a	  whole	  tribe	  of	  fops,	  
Got	  'tween	  asleep	  and	  wake?	  Well,	  then,	  
Legitimate	  Edgar,	  I	  must	  have	  your	  land:	  
Our	  father's	  love	  is	  to	  the	  bastard	  Edmund	  
As	  to	  the	  legitimate:	  fine	  word,-‐-‐legitimate!	  
Well,	  my	  legitimate,	  if	  this	  letter	  speed,	  
And	  my	  invention	  thrive,	  Edmund	  the	  base	  
Shall	  top	  the	  legitimate.	  I	  grow;	  I	  prosper:	  
Now,	  gods,	  stand	  up	  for	  bastards!	  
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Translating	  Shakespeare	  
Below	  is	  a	  double	  entry	  journal.	  In	  the	  left	  hand	  column,	  a	  passage	  is	  taken	  from	  King	  Lear.	  
On	  the	  right	  hand	  side,	  you	  are	  to	  translate	  sentence	  by	  sentence	  Shakespeare’s	  language	  
Be	   sure	   to	   stop	   at	   end	   punctuation	  marks-‐-‐	   ;	   .	   ?	   !	   :	  Additionally,	   since	   we	   are	   studying	  
pronouns,	   circle	   each	   pronoun	   and	   then	   find	   the	   noun	  or	   other	   pronoun	   it	   replaces	   by	  
drawing	  an	  arrow	  to	  its	  antecedent.	  Finally,	  at	  bottom,	  or	  on	  the	  back	  of	  this	  page,	  answer	  
the	  following	  questions	  about	  the	  passage:	  Who	  is	  the	  speaker?	  What	  is	  the	  purpose	  of	  the	  
passage?	  What	  happens	   in	   the	  passage,	  why	   is	   the	  passage	   significant?	  Please	  write	  your	  
responses	   to	   these	  questions	   in	  a	  paragraph	  that	  shows	  you	  understand	  the	  scope	  of	   the	  
passage.	  	  
 

Excerpt	   Translation/Response	  (You	  should	  have	  14-‐17	  
sentences)	  

 
This	  is	  the	  excellent	  foppery	  of	  the	  world,	  that,	  
when	  we	  are	  sick	  in	  fortune,-‐-‐often	  the	  surfeit	  
of	  our	  own	  behavior,-‐-‐we	  make	  guilty	  of	  our	  
disasters	  the	  sun,	  the	  moon,	  and	  the	  stars:	  as	  
if	  we	  were	  villains	  by	  necessity;	  fools	  by	  
heavenly	  compulsion;	  knaves,	  thieves,	  and	  
teachers,	  by	  spherical	  predominance;	  
drunkards,	  
liars,	  and	  adulterers,	  by	  an	  enforced	  obedience	  
of	  
planetary	  influence;	  and	  all	  that	  we	  are	  evil	  in,	  
by	  a	  divine	  thrusting	  on:	  an	  admirable	  evasion	  
of	  whoremaster	  man,	  to	  lay	  his	  goatish	  
disposition	  to	  the	  charge	  of	  a	  star!	  My	  
father	  compounded	  with	  my	  mother	  under	  the	  
dragon's	  tail;	  and	  my	  nativity	  was	  under	  Ursa	  
major;	  so	  that	  it	  follows,	  I	  am	  rough	  and	  
lecherous.	  Tut,	  I	  should	  have	  been	  that	  I	  am,	  
had	  the	  maidenliest	  star	  in	  the	  firmament	  
twinkled	  on	  my	  bastardizing.	  Edgar-‐-‐	  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	  


