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Brief Summary of Unit (including curricular context and unit goals): Students will read and analyze
Dr.King’s speech to evaluate and effectively employ elements of argumentation in their own writing.
Students will then be asked to compare the ideologies, philosophies, and hopes presented in King’s
speech with the reality of current times. They will conduct research on topics of injustice,
discrimination and equality of current times. They will then need to answer this question: Has
Dr.King’s Dream been realized? Students will complete a low-stakes writing task explaining how it has
or has not been realized. They will need to support their arguments with evidence. This informal
composition will then be converted into a speech where students will emulate the writing style and
rhetorical devices within Dr. King’s speech.
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Stage 1 – Identify Desired Results
Established Goals:

•
SWBAT analyze Dr. King’s speech for its use of argumentation by identifying his claim, evidence, counterclaim
***8and rebuttal.
•

•

SWBAT conduct research of current issues of race, justice and equality to determine if the philosophies, hopes and
ideologies in Dr. King’s dream have been achieved.

•

SWBAT use their research and Dr. King’s speech to write an argumentative speech explaining how Dr. King’s
dream has or has not yet been realized.

•

R.1.7-8.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.

•

R.I. 7-8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text. Including figurative, connotative,
and technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.

•

L.S. 7-8.4 Present claims and finding (e.g., argument, narrative, summary presentations), emphasizing salient points
in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, detail, and examples; use appropriate eye contact,
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

What understandings are desired?
Students will understand that:
•
•
•
•
•

Effective speeches have clear arguments and employ rhetorical devices for overall effectiveness
Some speeches are monumental because of the power of the argument and the style of the prose
An effective argument is based in logic and has a claim, evidence, counterclaim and rebuttal
Rhetorical devices include figurative language, repetition, restatement, connotations and allusions
Use of effective, evidenced-based arguments and rhetorical devices play a vital role in our
democracy

What essential questions will be considered?

•
•
•

What separates a strong argument from a weak one?
What elements might make speeches timeless and important?
Why might speeches be important to our democracy? Cite other popular speeches.
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What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of this unit?
Students will know…
• How to identify and recognize an effective argument
• The purpose and function of rhetorical devices within in a speech or piece of writing
Students will be able to…
• Analyze the effectiveness of Dr. King’s speech for his use of argumentative techniques (rhetorical
devices).
• Complete a write like speech using Dr. King’s speech as a mentor text.

Depth of Knowledge questions that a teacher might ask students or that peers may ask to
each other:
DOK 1: What are rhetorical devices?
DOK 2: Which rhetorical devices are present in the I Have a Dream speech?
DOK 3: How do rhetorical devices impact the quality or persuasiveness of a speech?
DOK 4: Compare the argumentative writing style of other orators and determine effectiveness.

3

Stage 2 – Determine acceptable Evidence
What evidence will show that students understand?
Performance Tasks* (Summary in GRASPS form):
1. After reading and listening to the speech “I Have a Dream” students will compose a
“write-like Dr. King” speech addressing current day issues of justice versus injustice by
choosing a side of this argument: Has Dr. King’s Dream been realized? State your claim
and using your research provide evidence to support it.
• The speech must have a clear argument and employ the rhetorical devices discussed
earlier in the unit.
• Students will perform the speech for their classmates
• Classmates will evaluate the speech using a rubric
*Complete a Performance Tasks Blueprint for each task (next page)

Other Evidence (quizzes, tests, prompts, observations, dialogues, work samples)

•
•

Short Constructed Response Prompt 1-Identify Dr. King’s claim in his “I Have a
Dream Speech”. Explain how he supports his claim with logical evidence.
Short Constructed Response Prompt 2 – Do you think Dr. King’s Dream has been
realized in our world today? Make your claim and support it with research.

Student Self-Assessment and Reflection:
•
•

Notice and Note sign post graphic organizers (optional)
Journal questions
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Performance Task Blueprint
What understandings and goals will be assessed through this task?
•

Students will understand that an
argument is a claim supported with
logical evidence.

•

Students will understand that effective
arguments employ rhetorical devices
appropriately.

•

Students will understand that an
effective speech has many elements

•

Students will understand that credibility is
grounded in accurate research

What criteria are implied in the standards and understandings regardless of the task specifics?
What qualities must student work demonstrate to signify that standards were met?

•

•

Students’ speeches must have a
claim grounded in evidence to
contribute to the argumentative
nature of the speech.

Students must demonstrate
academic language proficiency
while writing for a variety of
audiences by using rhetorical
devices appropriately.

Through what authentic performance task will students demonstrate understanding?

•
•

Students will compose a write-like speech emulating Dr. King’s use of
argumentation and rhetorical devices within I Have a Dream.
Students will produce speeches that effectively use rhetorical devices to support
their claim(s).

What student products and performances will provide evidence of desired understanding?

•

The Product-The speech

•

The Performance- The delivery of
the speech

By what criteria will student products and performances be evaluated?
•

Students’ work will be evaluated on a
5-point rubric for speeches.

•

Their speech will be evaluated based on the
strength of their claim, credible evidence,
and effective use of rhetorical devices.

Their speech will be evaluated for claim,
credible evidence, counter-claim,
rebuttal, and rhetorical devices.
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Stage 3 – Plan Learning Experiences and Instruction
Consider the WHERETO elements
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Begin with an entry question (What makes a speech effective?) to hook students into considering what
elements make a speech powerful, effective and memorable. Listen to the I Have a Dream excerpt of Dr.
King’s Speech and in a journal entry, students discuss what was most interesting about the speech.
Introduce the essential questions and discuss the culminating unit performance tasks (write-like speech).
Note: Academic vocabulary is introduced using The Personal Dictionary for: the argument-claim, logical
evidence, counterargument, and rebuttal as well as for rhetorical devices used in speeches- repetition,
restatement, tone, connotations, allusions, figurative language.
Students will use Notice and Note signposts to complete a close read of Dr. King’s “I Have a Dream”
Speech.
Students will analyze the speech by focusing on its argumentative purpose. In a short constructed
response they must answer this question: Identify Dr. King’s claim and explain how he supports it with
evidence.
Working in cooperative groups students will discuss how his speech would have been different if he had
no logical evidence to support his claim.
Groups will share their findings.
Students will reread and annotate speech looking for other techniques such as repetition, restatement, and
connotations, figurative language, tone, and allusions.
In a class discussion, students will ask and answer questions as to how these rhetorical devices possibly
contributed to the overall lasting impact of King’s speech.
After analyzing and evaluating King’s speech, students will be asked to conduct research on current
issues of race, inequality, and injustice in the form of Cornell notes.
After researching, in a low-stakes writing sample they must then decide if King’s dream has been
realized. This is an informal writing that will assist with the writing of the speech.
They must then choose a side to argue in their speech: Dr. King’s speech has not yet been realized and
how this generation can make it come true or Dr. King’s speech has been realized and we must keep up
the good work.
Independently, students will write the speech in layers. The first layer will be making the argumentstating the claim and providing credible evidence.
The second layer will require students to add the rhetorical devices that Dr. King uses such as; repetition,
figurative language, allusions, home-language etc.
Students will participate in a writer’s workshop to revise and edit their speeches.
Students will orally present their speech to their classmates.
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Stage 3 – Plan Learning Experiences and Instruction
Consider the WHERETO elements

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

Wednesday
3

Thursday
4

Friday
5

*Begin with an entry
question (What makes a
speech effective?) to
hook students into
considering what makes
a speech powerful,
effective and
memorable.
*Listen to an excerpt of
Dr.King’s “I have a
Dream Speech”
*In a journal entry,
students discuss what
was most interesting
about the speech.

*Introduce the essential questions and discuss
the culminating unit performance tasks (writelike speech).
*Personal Dictionary for
vocabulary is introduced for the
argument-claim, logical evidence,
counterargument, and rebuttal.
Student use the 4-square Frayer
model to build a personal
dictionary:
1. Record the term
2. Describe connection
3. Add illustrations
4. Associate the illustration

*Academic
vocabulary for
rhetorical
devices used in
speechesrepetition,
restatement,
tone,
connotations,
allusions,
figurative
language…

*Students will
use the Notice
and Note
method to
complete a
close read of
Dr. King’s “I
Have a Dream”
Speech.

*They will analyze
his speech by
examining it for it’s
argumentative
purposes. In a short
constructed response
they must answer this
question: Identify
Dr. King’s claim and
explain how he
supports it with
evidence.
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*Working using
cooperative groups
students will discuss
how his speech would
have been different if he
had no logical evidence
to support his claim.

*Students will reread and annotate speech
looking for other techniques such as repetition,
restatement, and connotations, figurative
language, tone, and allusions

*In a class
discussion,
students will
ask and answer
questions as to
how these
rhetorical
devices
possibly
contributed to
the overall
lasting impact
of King’s
speech.

*After
analyzing and
evaluating
King’s speech,
students will be
asked to
conduct
research on
current issues of
race, inequality,
and injustice in
the form of
Cornell notes.

*After researching, in
a low-stakes writing
sample they must
then answer has
King’s dream been
realized. This is an
informal writing task
that will assist with
the writing of the
speech. Have
students “Line-up
Alternative” to
discuss their point of
view. Partner A
explains their POV,
Partner B explains
their POV. Partner A
adds to Partner B,
and this continues for
another round.
Students may add to
their informal
writing.
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12

13

14

15

*They must then choose
a side to argue in their
speech: Dr. King’s
speech has not yet been
realized and how this
generation can make it
come true or Dr.King’s
speech has been realized
and we must keep up the
good work. Provide
students with quotes

*Independently, students will write the speech
in layers. The first layer will be making the
argument- stating the claim and providing
credible evidence.

*The second
layer, students
will add the
rhetorical
devices that
King uses such
as, repetition,
figurative
language,
allusions,
home-

*Students will
participate in a
writer’s
workshop to
revise and edit
their speeches.

*Students will
present their speech
to the class.

*Groups will share their
findings
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from articles that
support, that the dream
has been realized or that
the dream hasn’t been
realized. Students will
use the Tea Party
Protocol to discuss their
quotes, and their
thoughts of the quotes.

language…
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RESOURCES	
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Dr.King’s “I Have a Dream Speech” Low Stake
Writing Activities
*Use the Notes and Notice method to do a close reading of the text.
Look for these signposts: Tough Questions, Again and Again, and
Memory Moments.
Activity2 Figurative Language
*In collaborative groups, identify 3 examples of figurative language in
Dr.King’s speech; explain how they impact the overall tone of the
speech.
Activity 3 Argumentative Writing
Here are questions you can ask students:
1.Identify the claim in Dr.King’s “I Have a Dream Speech” 2.List the
evidence he uses to support his claim.
3.How does King suggest African Americans conduct their struggle?
Provide Evidence to support your answer.
Activity 4 Research
Short Constructed Response Question: Has the dream stated in
Dr.King’s speech come true? Conduct research on current issues of
social justice and injustice to support your position. Provide at least 3
facts and explain how these facts support your claim/position.
Activity 5 Writing Conventions
Identify and explain at least 3 other rhetorical devices King uses for
example repetition, allusions, connotations and explain their
effectiveness.
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Activity 6 Write-Like Speech
Using the same rhetorical devices as Dr.King, craft a write-like speech
on a social topic for which you are passionate. Title it “I Have a Dream”.
Make sure you a have a claim that is clearly supported with evidence.
Address and refute any possible counter-claim.
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