MELD Lesson (Responsive Literacy & Language)
(5+ Days)
Overview: This series of MELD Lessons are intended for 45 minutes – 1 hour, for nine (9) days. Please adjust the time and/or number of days
according to the needs of your students. You may also speed up or slow down per the needs of your students.

Title

Clemente by Willie Perdomo

Lexile: 760

California State
Standards

RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the
text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
RI.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical,
scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on
specific information in the text.
RI.4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific
words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.
RI.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison,
cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in
a text or part of a text.
W.4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with
reasons and information.
L.4.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar
and usage when writing or speaking.
L.4.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
L.4.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic, and
domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions,
emotions or states of being and are basic to a particular topic.
SL.4.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse
partners on grade four topics and texts (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led)
building on other’s ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.4.2. Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in
diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively and orally.

MELD
OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to closely read and/or have read to them, complex texts
and
1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text using
text evidence.
2. Increase academic vocabulary.
3. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and
texts to produce complex oral output using the Constructive
Conversation skills of CREATE, CLARIFY, FORTIFY, and Negotiate as
well as begin to build on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
Write an opinion piece using evidence from all texts/sources.

Linguistic Feature(s)

Note the focus SEL language linguistic features: Indefinite Article: a/an
SEL Language Rules:
Standard English Rules:
Example:
Example:
a good father
a good father
a good son
a good son
a airplane
an airplane
a earthquake
an earthquake

Depth of Knowledge
Questions

Essential Question

DOK 2 Reading- Use context to identify the meaning of words/phrases
DOK 2 Reading- Categorize/compare literary elements, terms, facts, details,
events
DOK 3 Reading- Explain, generalize, or connect ideas using supporting
evidence (quote, example, text reference)
DOK 3 Reading- Identify/make inferences about explicit or implicit themes
DOK 3 Writing- Explain, generalize, or connect ideas using supporting evidence
(quote, example, text reference)
DOK 4 Writing – Analyze multiple sources of evidence
1. What qualities define an inspirational person?

Access Strategies

Instructional Conversations, Advanced Graphic Organizer, Making Cultural
Connections, Cooperative and Communal Learning, Academic Language
Development

Protocols & Procedures

Silent Appointment, Pick-a-Stick, Think-Pair-Share, Moment of Silence, Whip
Around, Raise a Righteous Hand, Stand Up-Hand Up-Pair Up, Musical Shares

Materials

Clemente! By Willie Perdomo- audio available
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U465kR8YCMU
Medal of Freedom
Poem penned by Roberto Clemente
Chart Paper
Personal Thesaurus
Writing Rubric
http://www.biography.com/people/roberto-clemente-9250805/videos/robertoclemente-mini-biography-35740739713

Key Vocabulary

persevere, inspirational, good (building Tier 2 words)

Culminating Task

Prompt:
Do you believe Roberto Clemente was an inspirational person who deserves
the Presidential Medal of Freedom? Why or why not?
“The Presidential Medal of Freedom is not just our nation’s highest civilian
honor- it’s a tribute to the idea that all of us, no matter where we come from,
have the opportunity to change this country for the better. From scientists,
philanthropists, and public servants to activists, athletes, and artists, these 21
individuals have helped push America forward, inspiring millions of people
around the world along the way.”- President Obama

DAY 1
Clemente!
Circle Map
Chart Paper

Review rubric with the students. Remind them to use their Personal Thesaurus
as they write and revise. Remind students to revise for Standard English.
Focus: Clemente!: Watch the video/read the story for flow and enjoyment.
1. Opening: Tell students that they will be learning about a famous
baseball player. Tell them also that sometimes celebrities are
considered inspirational.
2. An inspirational person is one who has done extraordinary things. We
appreciate when someone has the ability and willingness to be selfless,
creative, innovative, or just dares to be different. Ordinary people who
decided that the world needed their help — true leaders who believed
that they could change the world and who, despite nearly impossible

odds and tremendous opposition, weren’t afraid to try. Ask students to
brainstorm people they think are inspirational and why they consider
them inspirational. Chart student responses.

3. Tell students that you will read aloud the book Clemente! by Willie
Perdomo. It tells us the true story of Roberto Clemente. Note: a few of
the words in the book are in Spanish. Set the stage by letting students
know that Roberto Clemente played professional baseball from the
1950s-70s.
4. Listen to/read the story in its entirety for flow.
5. Prompt for 1st read: What are the most important events in Clemente!?
Take a Moment of Silence to write thoughts on a piece of paper folded
in half. Make a Silent Appointment to Give One- Get One.

DAY 2
Clemente!
Chart Paper
Roberto Clemente:
Citizen and Baseball
Player
Personal Thesaurus

6. Use Pick a Stick to share whole group. Chart important events.
Focus: Annotating and Vocabulary
1. Prompt for 2nd read:
What were some of Roberto Clemente’s accomplishments?
2. Using chart paper, create a list of Roberto Clemente’s accomplishments:
Accomplishments

Watch/read aloud the story as the students share out accomplishments and you
annotate them on the chart.
3. Suggested stop and jot points:
The page ending with … “he had ever seen.”
The page ending with… “was born to play the game.”
The page ending with … “to my mother and father in Puerto Rico.”
The page ending with… “who lost their homes in an earthquake.”
The page ending with…. “parks and pools after him”.
The page ending with … “that anything is possible in this world.”
During the Stop and Jot points, ask students to turn and talk to an elbow
partner about something Roberto accomplished. Use a Call and
Response to bring students back to attention, and then use Pick a Stick
to share out and add to the chart.
As you chart, have students decide if each accomplishment is Clemente
as a citizen or as a baseball player.
4. Add notes to Roberto Clemente: Citizen and Baseball Player

Guide students in adding to their notes based on the accomplishments.
Students will also add to this graphic organizer after reading the poem,
and watching a video.

5. Vocabulary Development
After adding to the chart, tell student that Clemente had many
accomplishments. Reread the page that ends with “that anything is
possible in this world.” The author uses a phrase “keep-on strength.” Tell
students “persevere” is a Tier 2 word that can be used. A word that we
can use to describe someone who doesn’t give up when facing
challenges is “persevere.” Write “persevere” on the board.
Have students repeat the word “persevere.” Give other examples of
perseverance: We persevere when we have a challenging math
problem. If people said a boy was too small to play football, but he
continued to work hard to make the football team. He didn’t give up; he
persevered. Use examples from other stories the students have read.
Ask students which words they use to describe someone who
“perseveres”. Write words or phrases on the board if they are accurate:
keep going, stick to it, continue, be determined, etc.
Student’s
known
word

keep-on
strength

persevere
Antonym
give up

DAY 3
Clemente!
Sentence Frames
Roberto Clemente:
Citizen and Baseball
Player

6. Continue discussing ‘persevere’. Ask the following questions:
a. What examples of ‘perseverance’ were in the story?
b. Did any of the other characters ‘persevere’?
c. Where would you add those words/phrases in our Personal
Thesaurus?
7. Link ‘persevere’ to the phrase ‘keep-on strength” as the students’ known
word and add it to the class Personal Thesaurus poster. Place a star
next to ‘persevere’ to show that it was a word that was taught whole
group.
Close the lesson with a quick write on why they think the parents named the
main character “Clemente”.
1. Prompt for 3rd Read (Author’s Purpose, Inferences, etc.)
2. Read the following page from the book:
“And just when you think
you know all about Clemente,
Mami jumps in and reminds us
that he was a good father and a good son because
right in the middle of celebrating the World Series
Clemente interrupted the broadcaster and said:
“And before I say anything in English,

I’d like to say something
to my mother and father in Puerto Rico…”
Prompt: What inference can you make about the importance of his
parents to Roberto Clemente?
3. Have students make a Silent Appointment to engage in a Collaborative
Conversation about the prompt. Remind students to create, clarify and
fortify their ideas using the language of the skill. Provide sentence stems
if necessary.
Sample stems
Create:
What is your idea?
One idea is…
What inference do you make? I believe Clemente felt...
Clarify:
What did you mean…?
I said ____ because …
Fortify:
How do you know…?
In the passage it states…
Share whole group using Raise a Righteous Hand
4. Add notes to Roberto Clemente: Citizen and Baseball Player
Guide students in adding to their notes based on Clemente’s
accomplishments.
5. Vocabulary Development
Tell students that many people might describe Roberto Clemente as a
“good” person. We know that we want to be more specific in our use of
words, so what other words might we use to be more specific about
Roberto Clemente’s character?
Generate a list of words on paper that more specifically describe the
“good” in Roberto Clemente. Use Stand Up-Hand Up-Pair Up for
students to meet with a partner and generate a list of words that means
good person. Share out as a class to create an entry.

Student’s
Known
Word

DAY 4
Poem
Clemente!
Roberto Clemente:
Citizen and Baseball
Player

good (person)
generous
thoughtful
kind hearted
selfish

Antonym

Have students add to their personal thesaurus under “good” or create a class
personal thesaurus entry.
Encourage students to use the words as much as they can.
Focus: Text-Dependent Questions
1. Read aloud the poem written by Roberto Clemente.
Who am I?
I am a small point in the eye of the full moon.
I only need one ray of the sun to warm my face.
I only need one breeze from the Alisios to refresh my soul.
What else can I ask if I know that my sons really love me.
-Roberto Clemente
2. Model thinking aloud what the line “I am a small point in the eye of the

full moon” means. Hmmm (finger on chin) I think the moon looks pretty
big, especially when it’s full. If he says he’s a small point, maybe he was
writing about how he’s just one person in a big world.”
3. What does the author mean by the line “I only need one ray of the sun to
warm my face?” Use the Think-Pair-Share protocol for students to
discuss. Have students Raise a Righteous Hand to share whole group.
4. Reread the poem for flow again.
5. Remind students of the quote from yesterday’s close read and today’s
poem. Prompt: How are the quote and the poem alike?
“And just when you think
you know all about Clemente,
Mami jumps in and reminds us
that he was a good father and a good son because
right in the middle of celebrating the World Series
Clemente interrupted the broadcaster and said:
“And before I say anything in English,
I’d like to say something
to my mother and father in Puerto Rico…”

DAY 5
Video
Roberto Clemente:
Citizen and Baseball
Player

Day 6
Presidential Medal of
Freedom

Possible response: Both indicate family is important.
6. Add notes to Roberto Clemente: Citizen and Baseball Player
Guide students in adding to their notes based on the accomplishments.
1. Tell students that they will be watching a short video about Roberto
Clemente’s life.
2. Watch stopping at 3:08. After 3:08 it is revealed that Clemente did get
the Presidential Medal of Freedom.
http://www.biography.com/people/roberto-clemente-9250805/videos/robertoclemente-mini-biography-35740739713 STOP at 3:08. VERY IMPORTANT!
3. Prompt: What new information did you learn about Roberto Clemente
Give students a Moment of Silence to generate a list of new
information. Have them Think Pair Share with an elbow partner and
add to their lists.
4. In the video, a quote was credited to Roberto Clemente:
“If you have a chance to help others and fail to do so, you’re wasting your
time on this earth.”
Did Roberto Clemente live up to his quote? Stand Up-Hand Up-Pair Up
to share with a different partner. Remember to cite evidence from the
video, poem and text to support their answers.
Share out whole group.
5. Add notes to Roberto Clemente: Citizen and Baseball Player
Guide students in adding to their notes based on the accomplishments.
Presidential Medal of Freedom
Inform students that they are on the committee to help the president select
Presidential Medal of Freedom honorees. They are to help determine if
Roberto Clemente should receive the medal.
Prompt: Do they believe Roberto Clemente was an inspirational person who
deserves the Presidential Medal of Freedom? Why or why not?
But first they need to learn about the Presidential Medal of Freedom.
1. Vocabulary Development

Write or project the following quote:
Presidential Medals of Freedom have been awarded to Americans who
made important contributions to their country. It is presented to
individuals who have made especially meritorious contributions to the
security or national interests of the United States, to world peace, or
to cultural or other significant public or private endeavors.
Block out/cover the word presented.
Have students work with an elbow partner to generate a list of words that
could fill in the blank.
given awarded *granted *bestowed upon (no “to”)
Show the students the covered word and praise or coach the students.
Create a personal thesaurus entry.
Student’s
known
word

given
presented
awarded

Antonym

denied

Days 7 and 8
All charts
Vocabulary Entries
Presidential Medal of
Freedom

2. Read the entire worksheet together as a class for flow.
3. Reread a second time for Stop and Jots. The focus on the Stop and Jots
could be clues as to what type of people are awarded the Presidential
Medal of Freedom. Make sure students start with the quote by President
Obama for the Stop and Jots. Students should jot down key words and
phrases. Use Musical Shares for students to share their notes with a
partner. Encourage them to add anything to their notes that helps them
understand what type of people receive the Presidential Medal of
Freedom.
With whole group, chart criteria for receiving the Presidential Medal of Freedom.
1. Reread Presidential Medal of Freedom a third time to review and to
answer the question at the bottom of the page.
2. Writing
Let the students know that today they will get to demonstrate all they have
learned throughout the close reading and viewing of Roberto Clemente’s life
and The Presidential Medal of Freedom.
Students will respond to the Writing Prompt:
Do you believe Roberto Clemente was an inspirational person who deserves
the Presidential Medal of Freedom? Why or why not?
Support your opinion with evidence from all texts/sources.
Review opinion rubric with the students and remind them that they can use their
Roberto Clemente: Citizen and Baseball Player, classroom charts, Personal
Thesaurus to help them support their claims and write their essays.
Provide students with Opinion Writing frame if necessary.
Review informative rubric with the students and remind them that they should
use their notes, class charts and their Personal Thesaurus, as they write and
revise. Remind students to revise for Standard English

Day 9

Focus: Contrastive Analysis (Based on Text-to-Self Connection sentence lifting)
1. Follow this Contrastive Analysis model to prepare for the lesson for this
day.
i. Collect the data – Sentences lifted from the students’ Textto-Self connection writing.
ii. Examine the data, seeking the pattern – Using your
Common Rules List, identify the patterns being used by the
students in their home language
iii. Describe the pattern – Once a pattern has been identified,
it needs to be described for the home language and for
Standard English.
iv. Test and refine description of the pattern
1. Objective: Using indefinite article a/an in both home language and
Standard English.
2. Display the chart and read each sentence aloud. Focus on home
language first (noun phrases), then Standard English. Ask how Home
Languages differ from Standard English.
3. Examples from relevant grade-level texts.
4. Sentence Lifting– Students work in groups (Discussion Protocols) to
code-switch the sentences.
5. Display the chart again to review.
6. Have the students revise their Text-to-Self Connection writing using their
new learning.

Has a recognizable
organizational structure with
minor flaws
Attempts to use linking
words and phrases to connect
opinion and reasons
Attempts to provide a
concluding statement or
section related to the opinion
presented
Has an inconsistent
organizational structure,
flaws are evident
Uses some linking words
and phrases to connect
opinions and reasons
Attempts to provide a
concluding statement or
section with limited success
Has little or no discernible
organizational structure
Does not use linking words
or phrases to connect
opinions and reasons
Does not provide a
concluding statement or
section related to the opinion
presented

Attempts to introduce a topic
and opinion that is focused,
clearly stated, and strongly
maintained

Attempts to introduce a topic
and opinion that is focused,
stated, and maintained with
limited success

Does not introduce a clear topic
or opinion

3
Approaching

2
Below

1
Far Below

S. Parenzin, August 2013

Has a clear and effective
organizational structure
Uses linking words and
phrases to connect opinion
and reasons
Provides a concluding
statement or section related
to the opinion presented

Introduces a topic and opinion
that is focused, clearly stated,
and strongly maintained

Score
4
Proficient

Provides minimal
support/evidence for the
writer’s opinion that includes
little or no use of sources,
facts, or details

Provides uneven, cursory
support/evidence for the
writer’s opinion that includes
partial or uneven use of
sources, facts, and details

Provides adequate
support/evidence for the
writer’s opinion that includes
the use of sources, facts, and
details

Provides thorough and
convincing support/evidence
for the writer’s opinion that
includes the effective use of
sources, facts, and details

Does not use precise
language and domain-specific
vocabulary to explain the
topic
Does not use correct or
varied sentence structures.

Uses precise language and
domain-specific vocabulary to
explain the topic some of the
time
Uses correct or varied
sentence structures some of
the time.

Attempts to use precise
language and domain-specific
vocabulary to explain the
topic most of the time
Uses correct and varied
sentence structures most of
the time.

Uses precise language and
domain-specific vocabulary to
explain the topic
Uses correct and varied
sentence structures.

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts supporting a point of view with reasons and information.
Statement of Purpose/Focus and Organization
Development: Language and Elaboration of Evidence
Statement of Purpose/Focus
Organization
Elaboration of Evidence
Language and Vocabulary

Common Core State Standards Writing Rubric
Opinion Writing Rubric (Grade 4)
Conventions

Does not use grade-level
appropriate conventions of
capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling; errors prohibit
understanding of the text.

Uses grade-level
appropriate conventions of
capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling some of the
time; some errors interfere
with understanding of the
text.

Uses grade-level
appropriate conventions of
capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling most of the time;
errors do not interfere with
understanding of the text

Demonstrates command of
grade-level conventions of
capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling; errors are minor
and do not interfere with
understanding of the text.

