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COOL SPOTS
The Top 10 Los Angeles Bridges That Make for
Gorgeous Photographs
DECEMBER 9, 2014 BY AMATULLAH GUYOT
Have you noticed how many bridges we drive or walk over everyday in L.A. county? Probably not
because Los Angeles isn’t really known for any landmark bridges like the famed Golden Gate
Bridge up north in San Francisco or Bixby Bridge along Highway 1 in Big Sur.
Did you know there are 27 bridges over the L.A. River alone? Imagine how many more there are
around the L.A. Harbor, over the jam-packed freeways and even in the nearby mountain regions.
Some look like how you would imagine a bridge to be and others simply blend in with their
surroundings, but there’s tons that are downright gorgeous and totally worth the time to take a trip
out to see and photograph.
As a photographer one of my favorite things to do is explore Los Angeles and capture the cool and
unique things we sometimes take for granted. If you’ve seen my Instagram then you know how
much I love architecture in L.A. and I try to capture it all. Bridges, if you haven’t noticed, are one
of my favorite subjects to photograph.
And here are my 10 (top) favorites.

1. Vincent Thomas Bridge

Credit: Amatullah Guyot

This is one of my favorite bridges in LA, located in San Pedro; it spans 1,500 feet over the LA
Harbor linking San Pedro with Terminal Island. The beauty of this bridge is that you can see it
from the 110 freeway, while boating below or even just driving across it.
Tip: Park your car near the Fanfare Fountains off of Harbor Blvd, and enjoy the dancing water show
along with a magnificent view of the bridge- makes for a nice picture at night.

2. Colorado Street Bridge

Credit: Amatullah Guyot

This old bridge in Pasadena is nice to drive over for a scenic view of old town and the surrounding
area.
Tip: You can burn a few calories by biking or walking across the bridge for a wide shot of the
bridge OR explore it by parking your car at La Casita Del Arroyo and hiking under (around the
bridge) to see how spectacular it is, I dare you not to take a picture.

3. 6th Street Viaduct

Credit: Amatullah Guyot

Among the numerous bridges in downtown, the one that stands out as the most iconic isn’t
‘technically’ a bridge. The viaduct has played a scene or two in several movies and photo shoots
because of the marvelous view of the L.A. skyline surrounding it.
Tip: Going by foot is best way to capture this bridge. You can see the whole bridge from the 4th
Street or 7th Street Bridges (both pretty cool in their own right), don’t forget to look down and
marvel at the L.A. River and train yard.

4. Shakespeare Bridge

Credit: Amatullah Guyot

Located in the Los Feliz neighborhood, built in Gothic style, and named after the famous
playwright, the altar like posts make it a unique and cultural landmark. This is one of the smaller
bridges on the list so; if you aren’t paying attention then you’ll definitely drive across it without
realizing.
Tip: Be very, very cautious if you’re crossing the street to get a centered shot like I did to capture
the bridge as a whole.

5. Elysian Park 110 Freeway Bridge

Credit: Amatullah Guyot

In the heart of Elysian Park there is a small bridge that goes over the 110 Freeway South. Take a
minute to enjoy the view of Downtown LA, laugh at the congested freeway below and try not to
resist taking a selfie or two.
Tip: Visit in the late afternoon or early mornings for nice lighting when shooting the skyline and
surrounding hills.

6. Venice Canals

Credit: Amatullah Guyot

Not Venice Italy but Venice, California! It’s a great place for an evening stroll with a cup of
coffee. There are many foot bridges surrounding the Venice Canals and lots of pretty houses to
ogle at.
Tip: Make all your Instagram followers jealous and go an hour before sunset so you can get
pictures of the residential landscape reflecting onto the water with flaming sunset colors as a
backdrop.

7. Pacific Electric Railroad Bridge

Credit: Amatullah Guyot

This freestanding structure is a historic double track arch train bridge, located down the street from
downtown Torrance. It is no longer in use, but was once used to connect Torrance with San Pedro
instantly via train.
Tip: Go in the daytime to enjoy the natural beauty of this bridge’s arches unless you are daring
enough to go play at night and try a slow shutter shot with a tripod, of course.

8. Alex Baum Bicycle Bridge

Credit: Amatullah Guyot

This bridge is mainly for you bikers out there (and walkers too). Located 120 feet above Los Feliz
Blvd near Los Feliz Golf course, this bike bridge stands above where the 5 and 110 freeways cross,
the path continues along the 110 freeway and the LA River so you’ll never be short of sights to
see.
Tip: Take a friend and go for a nice bike ride or walk and make sure to bring some form of a
camera because the best pictures of this bridge are from actually crossing it.

9. Ballona Creek Bridge

Credit: Amatullah Guyot

Located in Marina Del Rey, this bridge crosses over Ballona Creek to the marina where you can
watch sailboats come and go out to sea. The bridge is popular among a large crowd of bikers and
fishermen alike.
Tip: Go around sunset and stand on the bridge facing the ocean to capture the sailboats with a
sunset backdrop. You can also explore this bridge by kayaking under it, with a camera of course.

10. Ocean Trails bridge by Trump National Golf Course

Credit: Amatullah Guyot

This bridge will take a short walk to get to but it’s worth it for the spectacular coastal views in
Rancho Palos Verdes. This nameless bridge is apart of the Ocean Trails hiking path and is bedded
between two cliffs.
Tip: Stand on the bridge if you’re daring enough to do so to take a panoramic shot. Also, if you
have time, I’d suggest taking one of the many trails down to the shore and look up to see where the
bridge stands for unbelievable pictures.

BONUS: The Bridge to Nowhere
Located in the San Gabriel Mountains, is nothing short of amazing. It takes a hiking trek to get to
this arch bridge that stands 900 feet over the San Gabriel River. Currently, the bridge is owned by
a private bungee jumping company so you can take the plunge and hike all in one day.
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1.

Jot down what you know about this topic in column 1. Number them.

2.

Think about what else you want to know about what you listed in column 1 and write those questions in column 2.
Number your questions so they match the numbers in column 1.

3.

Read about the topic. If you found answers to your questions, write those in column 3.

4.

If you found new information, write that in column 4.

WHAT DO I KNOW?

WHAT DO I WANT TO
KNOW?

WHAT ANSWERS DID I
LEARN?

For more information about this Heinemann resource, visit
http://heinemann.com/products/E05080.aspx

WHAT DID I LEARN
THAT’S NEW?
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Culminating Task
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For/fy

Constructive
Conversation Skills
Placemat

Create
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fair
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Introduction: Topic Sentence

Transition Word:

Transition Word:

Transition Word:

Example 1:

Example 2:

Example 3:

Evidence from the text

Conclusion

Evidence from the text

Evidence from the text

Engineering
Design Process

FREEBIE!
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Design Process
ASK
IMAGINE
PLAN
CREATE
IMPROVE

PRESENT
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Name:&_____________________________________&
&

&

Group&Members:&_____________________________________________________________________________________&

Engineering Design Process

1.&Ask&–&What&is&the&problem?&What&needs&to&be&improved?&
What&is&our&goal?&

5.&Improve&–&What&went&well?&What&could&work&better?&
How&could&you&improve&your&prototype?&
&

4.&Create&–&Build&a&prototype.&(A&prototype&is&your&first&&
&&&model).&

&

2.&Imagine&–&What&are&the&solutions?&
Brainstorm&ideas.&Choose&your&best&idea.&

&

3.&Plan&–&Draw&your&design.&Gather&your&materials&
&

ASK

• What is the problem?
• What do you already
know ?
• What are the limits or
controls of the task?

IMAGINE
• What are some solutions to
the problem?
• Research to find out more.
• Brainstorm with your team.
• Choose a way to solve the
problem.
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PLAN

• Draw a diagram.
• What supplies will you
need?
• Who will do the jobs?
• Make a list of the steps
you will take.

CREATE
• Follow your plan.
• Collaborate with your
team.
• Work steadily and
manage your time.
• Test your design.

© 2016 Teachers Are Terrific!

IMPROVE
• Learn from your
mistakes.
• Make your design even
better.
• Test it again.
• Re-design again!

PRESENT

Share your design with
the whole class and
make sure to let every
team member talk!
© 2016 Teachers Are Terrific!

Design Process
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ASK

• What is the problem?
• What do you already
know ?
• What are the limits or
controls of the task?

IMAGINE
• What are some solutions to
the problem?
• Research to find out more.
• Brainstorm with your team.
• Choose a way to solve the
problem.
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PLAN
• Draw a diagram.
• What supplies will you
need?
• Who will do the jobs?
• Make a list of the steps
you will take.

CREATE
• Follow your plan.
• Collaborate with your
team.
• Work steadily and
manage your time.
• Test your design.
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IMPROVE
• Learn from your
mistakes.
• Make your design even
better.
• Test it again.
• Re-design again!

PRESENT
Share your design with
the whole class and
make sure to let every
team member talk!
© 2016 Teachers Are Terrific!

Thank You!
©2015 Teachers Are Terrific! - All rights reserved. Purchase of this lesson/unit
entitles the purchaser the right to reproduce the pages in limited quantities for
ONE classroom use only. Duplication for more than one classroom such as
another teacher, a grade level, school, an entire school system or commercial
purposes is strictly forbidden without written permission. You may contact me
at: teachersareterrific@gmail.com. Copying any part of this product and
placing it on the internet in any form, even a personal/classroom blog or
website, is strictly forbidden and is a violation of the Digital Millennium
Copyright Act (DMCA).
If you have any questions or concerns about your item please email me. If a
problem arises with the product I will happily make corrections or changes.
Positive feedback at TpT is very much appreciated and it lets others know
about great products and how items will help in the classroom! You also earn
credits to use with future purchases when you leave feedback! Thank you so
much!

Email me at:
teachersareterrific@gmail.com
Please visit my TPT store at:

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/TeachersAre-Terrific

And also my blog at

http://teachersareterrific.blogspot.com/
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HAND GESTURES

Nego/ate

Name___________________

My Purpose:
Convince your reader: Provide reasons and examples to make your opinion clear.
Sentence starters for stating
your opinion:
In my opinion
I think
I strongly believe
I feel
My favorite

Transitions to use in the body of
your writing:
For example/instance
Another reason
In addition/Additionally
First, second, next,
finally
Most importantly

Transitions to use in your
conclusion:
In conclusion
For all the reasons I’ve
given
To sum it up
To summarize
As you can see

State your opinion clearly in a single, complete sentence.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_

Convince your reader: Provide reasons and examples to make your opinion clear.

Reason:____________________________________________
_________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Example:___________________________________________
_________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reason:____________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Example:___________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Conclusion: ____________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

Signal Words
Words that signal a category
Categories
Classes
Divisions

Kinds
Parts

Sets
Sorts

Species
Type

For that reason
Hence
Since
So
Subsequently

Therefore
Thus

Furthermore
In common
Like
Moreover
Related (to)

Resembling
Similar (similarly)
Too

In summation
Last of all
Lastly

So
Therefore
Thus

Likewise
Moreover

Similarly
In addition to

Nothing like
On the other hand
Otherwise
Still
Then again

Though
Unlike
Yet

Namely
Of course
Remember that
Should be noted

The crux of the matter

Otherwise
Still

The opposite
Though

Causes
As
Because
Due to
Given that

Were caused by
Accordingly
As a result
Consequently

Words that signal comparison
Additionally
Alike
Also
Analogous
As good as

As well as
Both
Comparable
Compared with
Equivalent

Words that signal a conclusion
As a Result
Conclusively
Consequently

Finally
Findings
Hence

Words that signal a continuation
Additionally
Also

Further
Furthermore

Words that signal contrasts
Although
As opposed to
Conversely
Dissimilar

Even though
However
In spite of this
Instead of
Nevertheless

Words that signal emphasis
A key idea
A main focus
A primary concern
Above all

Important to note
It all boils down to
Most of all

Words that signal an exception
Even though
In contrast

Instead of
On the other hand

1
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Words that signal a cause or an effect

Signal Words, continued

Words that signal an illustration or example
By way of demonstration
For example

To illustrate
Particularly

Such as

Words that signal main idea
There are several
reasons for

A major development

The critical point(s) is (are) Remember that

Alleged
Almost
Assumed
Except

Looks like
Might
Mostly
Purported

Reported
Seems like
Some
Sort of

Supposedly
Was reported

Sometimes called
That is

That is to say

Prior to
Subsequently
Since
Then

Today (yesterday, tomorrow)
While
Without further delay

Contiguous
End-to-end
Far
Flanking

Near
Neighboring
Upon

Words that signal a restatement or a definition
Also called
Also known as

Also referred to as
In other words

Words that signal a sequence or chronology
After
Always
At last
During
First (second . . .)

Following
Initially
Later
Next
Preceding

Words that signal spatial proximity
About
Across
Adjacent
Around

Between
Bordering
By
Closest

2
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Words that signal the author is qualifying his thinking

Elk Grove Unified School District – Opinion/Argument Rubric, Grade ___2___
Focus/
Opinion
CCSS*:
W-1

Organization
CCSS:
W–1
W–4

Support/
Evidence
CCSS:
RIT –1
LanguageConventions
of Grammar
and Usage
CCSS:
L – 1b
L – 1e
L – 1g

Language –
Conventions
of
Capitalization,
Punctuation,
and
Spelling

CCSS:
L–2

4
(Above Grade Level)
Responds skillfully to all parts of the
prompt
States an opinion that demonstrates an
insightful understanding of topic/text

3
(At Grade Level)
Responds to all parts of the prompt

2
(Approaching Grade Level)
Responds to most parts of the prompt

States an opinion that demonstrates
an understanding of topic/text

States an opinion that demonstrates
limited understanding of topic/text

Introduces the topic, states the
opinion, and creates an organizational
structure
Supplies insightful reasons that
support the opinion
Uses linking words and phrases to
connect opinion to reasons
Provides a skillful concluding
statement or section
Supports opinion with substantial and
relevant reasons

Introduces the topic and states a
clear opinion

Introduces the topic and states an
unclear opinion

Supplies reasons that support the
opinion
Uses linking words to connect
opinion to reasons
Provides a concluding statement or
section
Supports opinion with relevant
reasons

Supplies reasons that may not all
support the opinion
Uses at least one linking word but it
may be incorrect or ineffective
Provides an unclear concluding
statement
Supports opinion with minimal and/or
irrelevant reasons

Uses a variety of prior and current
grade-level pronouns correctly

Uses prior and current grade-level
pronouns correctly (e.g., I, me, my,
they, them, their, myself)
Uses verb tenses and plural nouns
correctly, including some irregular
forms (e.g., is/was; child/children)
Produces correct simple and
compound sentences

Uses prior and current grade-level
pronouns correctly some of the time

Uses pronouns incorrectly or
not at all

Uses some regular verb tenses and
common plural nouns correctly

Uses verb tenses and plural
nouns incorrectly

Produces mostly correct and complete
sentences

Produces mostly incorrect
sentences

Capitalizes correctly and
consistently with a minor error: first
word in a sentence, “I,” proper
nouns, and titles
Uses commas, apostrophes, and end
punctuation correctly most of the
time
Applies grade-level spelling rules
and patterns correctly (reference
core sound/spelling resources); few
to no errors

Capitalizes correctly and consistently
with some errors: first word in a
sentence, “I,” proper nouns, and titles
Uses commas, apostrophes, and end
punctuation correctly some of the time
Applies some grade-level spelling
rules and patterns correctly; some
errors and phonetic spelling interfere
with readability

Capitalizes incorrectly with
many errors
Uses commas, apostrophes,
and end punctuation
incorrectly or not at all
Misapplies grade-level
spelling rules through
phonetic spelling; excessive
errors interfere with
readability

Uses verb tenses and plural nouns
correctly, including irregular forms
Produces correct simple, compound,
and complex sentences
Capitalizes correctly and consistently
with no errors: first word in a
sentence, “I,” proper nouns, and titles
Uses commas, apostrophes, and end
punctuation correctly all the time
Applies above grade-level spelling
rules and patterns correctly, including
irregular high-frequency words; no
errors

1
(Below Grade Level)
Responds to some or no parts
of the prompt
Does not state an opinion
and/or demonstrates little to
no understanding of topic/text
Does not introduce the topic
and/or does not state an
opinion
Does not supply reasons to
support the opinion
Uses no linking words
Provides no conclusion
Does not support opinion
with reasons

*CCSS – Common Core State Standards alignment (“W” = Writing strand; “RIT” = Reading – Informational Text; “L”= Language strand)
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CA Common Core State Standards (CCSS) Alignment
NOTES: In the left criterion boxes of the rubric, the CCSS-aligned standards have been identified. As a resource for teachers, below are the standards for the current
grade (2nd) as well as the previous and subsequent grades. Since the rubric score of “4” represents “above grade level” work, the 3rd grade standards were referenced.
The letter abbreviations are as follows:
Strand
(Domain)

CCSS = Common Core State Standards

1st

W = Writing

RIT= Reading – Informational Text

2nd

1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts,
supporting a point of view with reasons.
a. Introduce the topic or text they are writing
about, state an opinion, and create an
organizational structure that lists reasons.
b. Provide reasons that support the opinion.
c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because,
therefore, since, for example) to connect
opinion and reasons.
d. Provide a concluding statement or section.

4. Begins in grade 2.

4. With guidance and support from adults, produce
writing in which the development and organization
are appropriate to task and purpose.

4. With guidance and support from adults, produce
writing in which the development and organization
are appropriate to task and purpose.

1. Ask and answer questions about key
details in a text.

1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where,
when, why and how to demonstrate understanding of
key details in a text.
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.
b. Use collective nouns (e.g., group).
e. Form and use the past tense of frequently
occurring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid, told).
g. Produce, expand, and rearrange complete simple
and compound sentences.
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.

1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate
understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the
text as the basis for the answers.
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking.

Write opinion pieces in which they
introduce the topic or name the book
they are writing about, state an opinion,
supply a reason for the opinion, and
provide some sense of closure.

Writing

1.

LanguageConventions
of Grammar
and Usage

3rd

1. Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the
topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion,
supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking
words (e.g., because, and also) to connect opinion
and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or
section.

1.

Reading –
Inform. Text

L=Language

Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English
grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.

2. Demonstrate command of the
Language –
conventions of standard English
Conventions
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
of
when writing.
Capitalization,
Punctuation,
& Spelling

EGUSD.CPL.12.10.2012

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing.

