MELD Lesson (Responsive Literacy & Language)
(5+ Days)
Overview: This series of MELD Lessons are intended for 45 minutes – 1 hour, for eight (8) days. Please adjust the time and/or number of days
according to the needs of your students. You may also speed up or slow down per the needs of your students.

Title

Catching the Moon by Crystal Hubbard

Lexile: 760

California State
Standards

RL.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why,
and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
RL.2.3 Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and
challenges.
RL.2.5 Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the
beginning introduces the story and the ending concludes the action
RI.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why,
and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
RI.2.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2
topic or subject area.
W.2.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts
and definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section.
W.2.5 With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and
strengthen writing as needed by revising and editing
SL.2.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade
2 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups
SL.2.2 Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or
information presented orally or through other media.
SL.2.6 Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in
order to provide requested detail or clarification. (See grade 2 Language standards
1 and 3 here for specific expectations.)
L.2.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and
usage when writing or speaking.
L.2.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing
L.2.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking,
reading, or listening.
L.2.3A Compare formal and informal uses of English
L.2.4A Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase
L.2.6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being
read to, and responding to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe
(e.g., When other kids are happy that makes me happy)

MELD
OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to closely read and/or have read to them, a complex text and
1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text using text
evidence.
2. Describe the overall structure of the story, including describing problem and
solution.
3. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 2 topics and texts to
produce complex oral output using the Constructive Conversation skills of
CREATE, CLARIFY, FORTIFY, and Negotiate as well as begin to build on
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
4. Write an informative piece using evidence from both texts/sources.

Linguistic
Feature(s)

Note the focus SEL language linguistic features: See Contrastive Analysis Lesson
in the Resource Section
SEL Language Rules:
Standard English Rules:
Example:

Depth of Knowledge
Questions

Essential Question

Example:

DOK 2 Reading- Use context to identify the meaning of words/phrases
DOK 2 Reading- Categorize/compare literary elements, terms, facts, details, events
DOK 3 Reading- Explain, generalize, or connect ideas using supporting evidence
(quote, example, text reference)
DOK 3 Reading- Identify/make inferences about explicit or implicit themes
DOK 3 Writing- Explain, generalize, or connect ideas using supporting evidence
(quote, example, text reference)
DOK 4 Writing – Analyze multiple sources of evidence
How does a person persevere when others doubt them?

Access Strategies

Instructional Conversations, Advanced Graphic Organizer, Making Cultural
Connections, Cooperative and Communal Learning, Academic Language
Development, Contrastive Analysis

Protocols &
Procedures

Think-Pair-Share, Silent Appointment, Pick-a-Stick, Moment of Silence, Whip
Around, Raise a Righteous Hand,

Materials

Catching the Moon by Crystal Hubbard- available as a read aloud on
http://www.storylineonline.net/catching-the-moon-the-story-of-a-young-girlsbaseball-dream/
Visual Text from Catching the Moon
Marlen Esparza, Boxer
http://www.makers.com/marlen-esparza
Chart Paper
Marlen’s Biography
Personal Thesaurus
Vocabulary Thermometer
Writing Rubric

Key Vocabulary

persevere, dismay, support

Culminating Task

Prompt:
It is important to persevere when you want to participate in an important
activity. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Support your writing
with evidence from both texts sources.
Review informative criteria and rubric with the students and remind them that they
can use, class Personal Thesaurus, and vocabulary thermometer as they write and
revise.

DAY 1

Focus: Catching the Moon: Watch the video/read the story for flow and enjoyment!
1. Opening
Put “Yes” on one side of the room and a “No” on the other. Read from the
list below and give students a chance to move to the side of the room based
on their answer. Select 5 of the above questions or ask your own. The
object is to show students that gender has little to do with who we are as
people. As students stand in the “Yes” or “No” corner, have them pair up and
briefly share additional information about the question: What do they
like/dislike about the activity? Use a call and response ie “All set…. You bet!”
to get students attention before moving onto the next question.
Do you like to watch sports?
Do you like to cook?
Do you like to play sports?
Do you like to color?
Do you like to jump rope?
Do you like to draw?
Do you like to be a line leader?
Do you like to be the office
monitor?
2. Ask the students to return to their seats and use the following prompt: Does
being a boy or a girl have to do with how they answered the questions? Use
Think-Pair-Share with an elbow partner. Use Pick a Stick to share whole
group.
3. Use Think-Pair-Share for the following prompt: Have you ever tried to
convince an adult that you should be allowed to do something? What did you
do? How successful were you in persuading the adult? Have students Raise
a Righteous Hand to share whole group.
4. Say, “We are going to engage in a watching/reading of the book called
“Catching the Moon” by Crystal Hubbard. It tells us the true story of Marcenia
Lyle.” Set the stage by letting students know that this story happened a long
time ago in the 1920s.
5. Prompt for 1st read: What was Marcenia’s dream? How did her passion for
baseball affect the other things in her life?
6. Listen to/read the story in its entirety for flow (the video is almost 14
minutes).
7. Have students Stand Up-Hand Up-Pair Up do discuss the prompt with a
partner. Share out whole group.
Close the today’s lesson with a review of today’s learning objectives.

DAY 2

Focus: Close Reading and annotating
1. Prompt for 2nd read: How did Marcenia respond to challenges?
2. Using chart paper, create and label each section:
Challenge
and
Response

Challenge
and
Response

Challenge
and
Response

Challenge
and
Response

3. Watch/read aloud the story as the students share out responses and you
annotate their responses in the four-fold.

4. Suggested stop and jot points:
The page ending with …”I’m going to hit a home run too.” Video: 3:14
The page ending with …”She had stolen the winning run.” Video: 7:04
The page ending with …””You can come to my camp as long as you have
your own equipment.” Video: 7:32
The page ending with… “She would make her dream come true.” 12:12
During the Stop and Jot points, ask students to turn and talk to an elbow
partner about a challenge Marcenia faced and how she responded. Use a
Call and Response to bring students back to attention, and then use Pick a
Stick to share out and add to the chart.
5. After adding to the chart, tell student that a word that we can use to describe
someone who doesn’t give up when facing challenges is “persevere”. Write
“persevere” on the board.
Have students repeat the word “persevere”. Give other examples of
perseverance: We persevere when we have a challenging math problem.
Example: Even though people said he was too small, he continued to work
hard to make the football team. He didn’t give up; he persevered.
Use an example from another story the students have read. Have students
take a Moment of Silence to think about another example of persevere.
Have students Raise a Righteous Hand to share other examples of
persevering.
Ask students which words they use to describe someone who “perseveres”.
Have students Raise a Righteous Hand to share. Write words/phrase on
the board if they are accurate: keep going, stick to it, continue, be
determined, etc. If the words are not accurate, briefly explain to students
why.
Student’s
known
word

persevere
Antonym
give up

DAY 3

6. Guide the students in a discussion of the word ‘persevere’. Ask the following
questions:
a. What examples of ‘perseverance’ were in the story?
b. Did any of the other characters ‘persevere’?
c. What other words mean ‘persevere’?
d. Where would you add those words/phrases in our Personal
Thesaurus?
7. Link ‘persevere’ to the phrase ‘keep going’ as the students’ known word and
add it to the class Personal Thesaurus poster. Place a star next to
‘persevere’ to show that it was a word that was taught whole group.
Close the today’s lesson with a review of today’s learning objectives.
Focus: Close Read of a Visual Text
1. Tell the students that they will now make a Text-to-Self Connection:
Show student the visual of Marcenia sliding into home plate.
Ask the following prompt: How did Marcenia persevere after being told that
she could not participate in the baseball camp?
Students should use evidence from the picture and also other evidence they

USE the BOOK

2.

3.

4.
5.

recall from the text. Provide prompt starters if necessary:
Marcenia felt ___________________. She persevered by ____
________________________.
How would you have responded to being told that you could not participate
in an activity that was important to you even if you were capable of doing so?
Students will take a Moment of Silence to write a quick write based on the
Text-to-Self Connection they made. Use a sentence starter to support the
writing if needed: “I was told I could not _______ because ________.” Ask
the students to be descriptive in how this made them feel.
Have students make a Silent Appointment to share their responses with a
classmate. Encourage them to discuss, not read their responses. Model a
conversation if necessary:
Student A: Was there ever a time you were told that you couldn’t do
something, even though you were good enough?
Student B: Yes, even though I knew how to paint, my parents would not sign
me up for the painting class at the park because they said I was too young.
Student A: How did that make you feel?
Student B: I felt sad because I really wanted to learn more about painting.
Student A: How do you know you were ready for the class?
Student B: I knew I was ready because I painted a lot of pictures that are on
the refrigerator in the kitchen. I am a good painter. I decided not to give up.
I persevered.
Have students meet with their Silent Appointment to have a constructive
conversation. Instruct students to take turns sharing examples. Share out
whole group.
Vocabulary Development
Read the following sentences from the story: “And you also ripped another
dress,” Papa said, dismayed.”
Ask the students how Papa felt about Marcenia ripping another dress.
Clarify if they indicated anger or sorrow, lean them more towards and
disappointment.
If you discovered you accidentally broke your favorite toy, you might cry out
in dismay. Dismay describes an emotional state of alarm, fear, or serious
disappointment.
Have students read what Papa said with “dismay”.
Ask students what other words they might use to mean “dismay”. Generate
a list of words student suggest and provide additional words. Be clear of the
difference between “sad” “mad” and “dismay”.
Guide students through placing the words on a vocabulary thermometer.
Provide them support and create a Vocabulary Thermometer for shades of
meaning. Your thermometer may look different based on the words you
select and how you describe the nuances between words. There is not one
right way.

DAY 4

DAY 5

Post the thermometer. Encourage students to use the words, dismay and the others
as much as they can.
Close the today’s lesson with a review of today’s learning objectives.
Focus: Text-Dependent Questions
1. Go over today’s learning objectives.
2. Have students listen to/watch Catching the Moon from 5:00 min mark to 7:05
or the page that starts with “When Ms. Street…) to the end of the page that
starts with “The catcher snared the pitch in his glove…)
3. Using the Think-Pair-Share protocol, ask the students, “Why did the boys
come to Marcenia’s defense when Mr. Street said he didn’t have girls in his
camp?” Cite evidence from the text. (The boys knew how good of a player
Marcenia was. Marcenia remembered that the boys teased her at first, until
they saw she was a strong player.)
How did Marcenia show Mr. Street that she would be a good candidate for
his camp? What chance did she take? (Instead of giving up, Marcenia
persevered and played her best baseball. She took a huge risk when she
stole home.)
4. Use Roll ‘Em or Pick a Stick to have students share out whole group.
5. Have students listen to/ watch Catching the Moon from 8:43 mark to 9:06 or
the paragraph that starts “That night, unable to sleep”. Using the Stand UpHand Up-Pair Up protocol so students speak with a different student. Ask
the students, “Why did the artist show the moon as a baseball in one of the
illustrations?” Students will take a Moment of Silence to think
independently, share with their partner. Share out whole group.
6. Tell students that Marcenia went on to play professional baseball with men in
the “Negro Leagues”. She changed her name to Toni Stone.
7. Have students write a quick write about Marcenia’s experience.
Close the today’s lesson with a review of today’s learning objectives.
Focus: Text Set
Like Marcenia, Malen Exparza had to persevere to reach her goals.
Video Marlen Esparza http://www.makers.com/marlen-esparza
Prompt: How did Marlen Esparza persevere to reach her goals?
After viewing the video. Have students Think-Pair-Share about the prompt. Take a
Righteous Hand to share out ways that Marlen persevered.
Vocabulary Development: support
Eventually Marlen had the support of her father and coach.
Student’s
known
word

support
Antonym

be against
1. Guide the students in a discussion of the word ‘support’. Ask the following
questions:
a. What examples of ‘support’ were in the story?
b. How have people supported you?
c. Who supported Marcenia in Catching the Moon?

d. What other words mean ‘support’?
e. Where would you add those words/phrases in our Personal
Thesaurus?
Close the today’s lesson with a review of today’s learning objectives.
Day 6

Focus: Text-Dependent Questions
1. Go over today’s learning objectives.
2. Teacher and students read Marlen’s biography all the way through. Teacher
models annotating (on a document reader, or a larger version of the text).
Annotate for the following prompt: What contributed to Marlen’s success?
Start by annotating the three words that she used to describe herself as well
as the quote, thinking aloud why you chose to underline those.
3. Give students a Moment of Silence to continue to annotate independently.
Have them make Silent Appointments for sharing their annotations.
Students should share what they underlined and why. If necessary, provide
a frame:
I underlined ______________ because ________________________.
4. Use Roll ‘Em or Pick a Stick to have students share out whole group.
Close the today’s lesson with a review of today’s learning objectives.

Culminating
TaskDay 7-8
Day 10

Day 8

Focus: Writing
1. Go over today’s learning objectives.
2. Let the students know that today they will get to demonstrate all that they
have learned throughout the close reading and viewing of “Catching the
Moon” and “Monica Esparza”.
3. Have students engage in Constructive Conversation skills to orally answer
Create ideas about persevering. Clarify each other’s idea. Fortify their idea
with evidence from the text and/or video, and finally, negotiate their ideas
and evidence with each other.
1. Prompt:
It is important to persevere when you want to participate in an important
activity. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Support your writing
with evidence from both texts/sources.
Review opinion criteria and rubric with the students and remind them that they can
use the class four-fold paper, class Personal Thesaurus, and vocabulary pictures to
help them as they write.
Focus: Contrastive Analysis (Based on Text-to-Self Connection sentence lifting)
1. Follow this Contrastive Analysis model to prepare for the lesson for this day.
i. Collect the data – Sentences lifted from the students’ Text-toSelf connection writing.
ii. Examine the data, seeking the pattern – Using your Common
Rules List, identify the patterns being used by the students in
their home language
iii. Describe the pattern – Once a pattern has been identified, it
needs to be described for the home language and for Standard
English.
iv. Test and refine description of the pattern
1. Objective: Showing past tense in both home language and Standard English.
2. Past tense– what does that word mean?
3. Display the chart and read each sentence aloud. Focus on home language

4.
5.
6.
7.

first (noun phrases), then Standard English. Then focus on Standard English
and ask how it differs from Standard English.
Examples from relevant grade-level texts.
Sentence Lifting Sentences – Students work in groups (Discussion
Protocols) to code-switch the sentences.
Display the chart again to review.
Have the students revise their Text-to-Self Connection writing using their new
learning.

Review objectives for today.
Example of Contrastive Analysis Chart.
SEL Language

Standard English

She join the group.
She score 3 runs.
She show the boys she could play as well
as them.
She got tire of hearing the same thing.
Marcenia ask the coach if she could join
the camp.
Marcenia ask Papa if she could join the
baseball camp.

She joined the group.
She scored 3 runs.
She showed the boys she could play as
well as them.
She got tired of hearing the same thing.
Marcenia asked the coach if she could join
the camp.
Marcenia asked Papa if she could join the
baseball camp.
Pattern
Noun + verb + -ed

Pattern
Noun +verb

