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WESTSIDE STORIES
WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH

The latest news and updates from Local District West

IN THIS ISSUE

MEET OUR COMMUNITY OF
SCHOOLS LEADERS

REOPENING OF SCHOOLS
KINDER CORNER
LD WEST
COVID-19 TESTING UPDATE
UPCOMING EVENTS

Message from the
Local District West
Superintendent
Dr. Adaina Brown and LD West staff discuss
reopening of our schools. Click image below to
view the Parent Collaborative Meeting.

We want to hear from you!
Click here to submit your
questions or suggestions
FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
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C O M MUNITY OF S C H O O L S

ADMINISTRATOR SPOTLIGHT
JOYCE DARA

Community of Schools Administrator
West LA Community of Schools

Brentwood ES
Brockton ES
Canyon ES
Community ES
Emerson MS
Fairburn ES
Kenter Canyon ES
Marquez ES
Nora Sterry ES
Palisades ES
Revere MS
Richland ES
Roscomare ES
Topanga ES
University HS
Warner ES
Westwood ES

My deep love of learning and my vision for student success began
during my elementary school years. I couldn’t wait to get to school
each day! I was supported, inspired, and nurtured by my community. I
grew up in New York in a family of teachers and artists and it’s been my
mission as an educator to ensure that every child receives the
absolute best educational opportunities and feels the way I felt about
school. My mission supports my commitment to the Local District
West’s vision to build capacity, cultivate school cultures and eliminate
inequities!
My career with LAUSD began at Charnock Elementary School where I
served as a 4th and 5th grade teacher. During my time as a teacher, I
earned my supplementary credential in mathematics through UCLA’s
Math Content Program for Teachers and subsequently became one of
the first math coaches in LAUSD.
I began my administrative work as an Assistant Principal, Elementary
Instructional Specialist at Walgrove Elementary School and I have
served as Principal at Canyon Charter Elementary School, El Sereno
Middle School and Magnet Center, and International Studies Learning
Center. I have also served as an Instructional Director for Local District
West.
What’s the best part of your job?
The best part of my job as the West LA Community of Schools
Administrator is collaborating with and supporting all our incredible
principals!
What’s your favorite movie?
The Way We Were
What’s your favorite food?
My favorite food is Pizza!
What's the most challenging part of your job?
I think, like all of us, the most challenging part of my job is not seeing
our students and school community members in person.
What was the first concert you attended?
Fleetwood Mac
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Safe Steps to Reopening Schools

English
Español

We hope that you and your family are well and safe.
With the continued decline of COVID-19 in the Los
Angeles area, we are preparing to reopen our school
in April. A Return to Campus Family Guide is now
available, with detailed information to help you
decide whether your child will return to school for
the remainder of the semester or continue with
online instruction. Please download the guide by click
on the image and read it carefully. Check with your
schools and join their town hall meeting to review
these plans.
To help us plan for the reopening of our school, we
need to know how your child will participate in
instruction. You will also have the option of changing
how your child will participate in instruction every
two weeks after schools reopen by contacting your
school.

Visit Safe Steps for Safe Schools for information on
how to obtain a daily pass, schedule a COVID-19 test,
and much more as this is an important tool to
reopening schools in the safest way possible.

In-person childcare will be provided in Local District West. Click on TK-8 or High
School for a list of sites.
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LD West Systems of Support Advisors to visit
Calming Room and Calm Space

Click on images to visit the page and explore
resources for teachers and students.

Women's Month Resources
Women's History Month
The Library of Congress, National Archives and Records Administration, National
Endowment for the Humanities, National Gallery of Art, National Park Service,
Smithsonian Institution, and the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum join in
commemorating and encouraging the study, observance and celebration of the
vital role of women in American history.

Women History Articles
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Parent and Community Resources and Reminders
The Local District West Parent and Community Engagement Unit
in collaboration with Parent and Family Center Directors have
compiled the following resources that are available in your
community. This site will be updated periodically with information
for food banks, materials and product giveaways, financial
assistance and employment opportunities, and other community
resources.

Parents:
Check Your Emails &
Notifications
Notifications for eChoices and Zone of
Choice have been sent out. Make sure to
log on to the Parent Portal or
apply.lausd.net. You must accept or
decline eChoices response by the
deadline.
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Book Recommendations
Our book recommendations are part of Women's History Month. Visit

Women's History Month: A Children's Book Every Day or LA Public Library for more suggestions

Click on image for read aloud

Separate is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez and Her
Family’s Fight for Desegregation
By Duncan Tonatiuh
This book tells the story of Sylvia Mendez, who was the
central figure in the Mendez v. Westminster school
desegregation case in California that preceded Brown v.
Board of Education. Author and illustrator Duncan Tonatiuh
(we LOVE all his books) tells the story of how Mexican-born
Gonzalo Mendez and Puerto Rican Felicitas Mendez
challenged the separate and unequal school system in
California. The award-winning book highlights the story of
parent organizing. Winner of the Pura Belpre Award and the
Américas Book Award.
Rad American Women A-Z
By Kate Schatz, Miriam Klein Stahl (Illustrator)
On this International Women’s Day, we feature Rad American
Women A-Z. Written for middle grade, it includes illustrations
and short bios of women from each letter of the alphabet from
Angela Davis to Zora Neale Hurston. Featured women include
blacklisted musical prodigy Hazel Scott, Mexican-American
journalist Jovita Idar and transgender performance artist Kate
Bornstein. We need children’s picture books about each of the
women featured in this book as well.

I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood up for Education and
Changed the World
Yousafzai, Malala
Learn the story of the youngest Nobel Peace Prize winner
ever, who risked her life to fight for the rights of girls in
Pakistan to attend school. Malala was a young girl who
would not be denied an education, despite being
threatened by the Taliban, who shot her in the head. She
lives in exile and continues to speak out for justice and
human rights. In 2014, she was awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize.
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Upcoming Events

Download flyer and share with your students.
Contest open to all LD West K-12 students.

