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I would like to take this time to thank our teachers,
administrators, staff, families, and students for going
beyond the call of duty during these uncertain times. As we
enter a less than ideal holiday season, let us remember to
take the time to spend for mental health and wellbeing with
self-care activities such as reading a good book, catching
up on shows and hobbies, and tackling some projects that
have been put on the shelf. We know that nothing replaces

TEACHER FEATURE

the in-person bond created between teachers and

UPCOMING EVENTS
WELLNESS RESOURCES

perseverance of our students and staff to push through to

KINDER CORNER

students; however, we have all witnessed the amazing
the finish line of fall semester. On behalf of everyone in
Local District West, we want you to know that everyone is
working hard to support the academic success of all
students.
Although school sites will be closed until Monday, January
11, 2021 and spring semester does not being until Tuesday,
January 12th, 2021 for our students, our Grab & Go Food
Centers and our COVID-19 Testing Sites will remain open. If
you need any further support, please contact your school
or the L.A. Unified Helpdesk at (213) 443-1300. I wish you
all a healthy and safe holiday season.

FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA!
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School Experience Survey

Deadline was been extended to Jan. 22
Los Angeles Unified’s School Experience Survey launched on
Monday, October 26, for students, parents, and staff, with a
questionnaire that provides important feedback about their
campus's teaching and learning environment, including their
distance-learning experience.
The survey window has been extended until January 22, and
there are separate online questionnaires for parents, schoolbased staff, and students in Grades 4-12. The surveys can be
completed on any digital device, including the computers
provided by Los Angeles Unified to students and families.
While a limited number of paper surveys are available at
schools for parents to complete, they are strongly encouraged
to utilize the online questionnaire to protect all school
community's health and safety. The link to the parent survey
is achieve.lausd.net/schoolexperiencesurvey.
Students will receive an email with a link to the survey and be
given time to complete it during the instructional day. The
survey takes just a few minutes to complete, with questions
covering academics, school climate, and social-emotional
learning for students. Everyone must complete the survey, as
the results help school leaders make decisions about
their campus.

L.A. UNIFIED UPDATES
As we prepare for instruction to resume after Winter Break, the Board has approved a change in the instruction
calendar. In order to provide our teachers with more time for planning, Monday, January 11, will be a pupil-free day.
School will resume on Tuesday, January 12, at 9 a.m. and will continue in an online format. Your child will receive
their class schedule when they sign into their Schoology account.
L.A. Unified wants to support the academic success of all students. If your child received an “I” or
Incomplete mark on their report card, they have until Friday, January 29, 2021, to complete all missing assignments.
If you have questions, please contact your child's school site for details.
School sites will be closed until Monday, January 11, 2021, while school-based employees support
students from their homes. However, Grab & Go Food Centers and COVID-19 Testing Sites will remain open. Please
contact your child's school or the L.A. Unified helpdesk at (213) 443-1300 for additional information.
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ADMINISTRATOR SPOTLIGHT

DR. TRAVIS BRANDY

Community of Schools Administrator
Hollywood Community of Schools

Dr. Travis D. Brandy is a life-long educator who has spent the past 20 years working
in public education, having served communities in a variety of areas in Los Angeles.
Dr. Brandy began his career as a special education teacher at Washington
Preparatory High School before serving as an administrator in the division of
special education. Since then, he has been a high school assistant principal and
served as a middle and high school Principal.
During his tenure as a site-based administrator, Dr. Brandy led several WASC visits
resulting in six-year accreditation terms. He also leads the work resulting in the
certification of two linked learning pathways, opened a Media Magnet, STEAM
Magnet, and implemented full integration of students with disabilities into the
general education students.

Alonzo CDS
Bancroft Performing Arts and STEAM
Magnets
Bernstein High
Bernstein STEM Academy of
Hollywood
Cheremoya Elementary
Gardner Street Elementary
Grant Elementary
Harvard Elementary
Hollywood High
Hollywood Primary Center
Kingsley Elementary
Le Conte Middle
Ramona Elementary*
Selma Ave. Elementary
Valley View Elementary
Van Ness Elementary
Vine Street Elementary
Wonderland Ave. Elementary
Grant Early Education Center
Vine Early Education Center

Before becoming a CoSA, Dr. Brandy served as a Director of Secondary Instruction,
supporting schools in the communities of Westchester and Venice. During that
time, Dr. Brandy began his work around equity and supporting the unique needs of
African-American students. He partnered with Loyola-Marymount University and
organized an Equity Symposium. Participants had the opportunity to deepen their
understanding of the equity issues facing African-American students, developed
skills to create more equitable school cultures and climates, and understand
personal bias and its impact on creating equitable spaces in schools.
Dr. Brandy is excited to now serve as the Administrator of the Hollywood
Community of Schools. He can continue supporting school Principals in aligning
resources to students' needs and ensures access and equity so that all students
are truly prepared for college, career, and life.
What’s the best part of your job?
I enjoy collaborating with principals to help them develop new and unique
programs to support their students. Another highlight is when I observe a
classroom and see a teacher implementing a strategy that they learned in recent
professional development, and the students are responding and actively engaged.
What’s your favorite movie?
Harry Potter (all of them), but if I had to pick just one, it would be the Prisoner of
Azkaban.
What’s your favorite food?
I could eat Mexican food every day!
What's the most challenging part of your job?
Navigating everything virtually. You really have to stay on top of your calendar and
manage your time wisely with so many meetings.
What was the first concert you attended?
It was the New Edition, Heart Break concert; I don't quite remember the year.
However, I was in junior high school at the time.
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ALFREDO ORTIZ

Community of Schools Admistrator
L.A. Mid-City Community of Schools

My name is Alfredo Ortiz, and I am the proud CoSA for the LA Mid-City Community of
Schools. I have been serving students in the Los Angeles Unified School District since 1989.
Through the years, I have served in different capacities: Teacher, Title I and Bilingual
Coordinator, Assistant Principal, Principal, Director, and now as a Community of Schools
Administrator.
Along the way, I have also served as an English Learner Specialist with L.A. Unified. I have
done consulting work with the L.A. County Office of Bilingual Education and publishing
companies around curriculum design and professional development for bilingual programs.
I am proud to say that I am a product of L.A. Unified, having attended Hoover Elementary
School, Berendo Junior High School, and Manual Arts High school - all schools in Local
District Central.

54th Street Elementary
6th Avenue Elementary
Alta Loma Elementary and Spanish Dual
Language Academy
Angeles Mesa S.T.E.A.M. Elementary and
D.R.E.A.M.S. Magnet
Arlington Heights Elementary
Bright Elementary for Advanced Studies
Carson-Gore Academy
for Environmental Studies
Cienega Elementary
Cochran Middle
Girls Academic Leadership Academy,
Dr. King STEM
Los Angeles High
Pio Pico Middle
Queen Anne Place Elementary
Virginia Road Elementary
Wilshire Crest Elementary*
Wilshire Park Elementary
Wilton Place Elementary
Korean and Spanish Dual Language
36th St EEC
Wilton Place EEC

While I am originally from Nicaragua in Central America, I consider myself an Angeleno
through and through. I arrived in Los Angeles in 1975 and have made it my home since.
Growing up as an English Learner had a profound influence on my educational trajectory
and the work I have focused on as an educator. I am passionate about providing all our
students, regardless of color, ability, or place of origin, with access to quality instructional
programs.
What’s the best part of your job?
The best part of my job is giving our school-site leaders and teachers the support they need
in providing our students with the highest quality instructional program and the best
possible educational experience at every grade-level. I see my role as being that of a support
provider and facilitator. I believe my job allows me the opportunity to make a difference in
the lives of young children and our school communities.
What’s your favorite movie?
My favorite movie is Gladiator with Russel Crowe. It is an epic of such incredible
scope and sweep, and the story-telling is masterful. Russell Crowe is at his
pinnacle in the role of General Maximus.
What’s your favorite food?
While I like all food, I am especially fond of Mexican food, especially tacos. I am
always looking for that perfect taco. For now, I recommend King Taco from my
old stomping grounds in Pico-Union or Chemas in Whittier.
What's the most challenging part of your job?
I would say the toughest part of my job is not always being able to get to
everyone who may need my support at any given time. Thankfully, I have a team
that steps up on my behalf anytime I am too busy to be everywhere. Thank you, Team:
Kristine, Micquelyn, Yolani, and Leonor!
What was the first concert you attended?
The first concert I attended was with my mother to see her favorite musical artist, Juan
Gabriel, who is without a doubt one of the most influential modern-day singer-songwriters to
come out of Mexico and Latin America. I was nine years old at the time (so I didn't have
much of a choice, did I?!).
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Saman Wright has big plans. The Westchester Enriched Sciences
Magnets senior has a very specific career path that goes through the Ivy
League.
Wright, who is currently WESM's student body president, captain of the
Varsity Tennis Team, and a member of the Gay-Straight Alliance, hopes to
get her undergraduate degree from Columbia University and move on to
Harvard Law School.
“I intend to become a criminal defense attorney with a focus on the cases
of minority individuals,” Wright said. “Furthermore, I plan on owning a law
firm with a department specializing in the mental health of clients and
how a gravely flawed the justice system has personally affected them.”
After moving to the Los Angeles area in the middle of third grade from
Maryland in 2012, Wright attended Westport Heights Elementary and
Orville Wright Middle STEAM Magnet before WESM.
Wright credits an overwhelming list of inspiring teachers; she has
wonderful things to say about like, Mr. Young (third grade, Westport
Heights), Mrs. Armstrong (fourth grade, Westport Heights), Dr. Okorie
(fifth grade, Westport Heights), Mr. Davis (Wright STEAM), and Ms.
Prokipidis (WESM). And, of course, her family.

Patrick Jovel, a senior at Westchester Enriched Sciences
Magnets, has his sights set on Stanford University and a future
career as a physician.
"Stanford is my dream school, and I hope to major in Human
Biology,” Jovel said.
Jovel, who attended Manchester Avenue Elementary and Orville
Wright Middle School STEAM Magnet before WESM is the captain
of the Academic Decathlon and the school's ASB Treasurer.
He is also a member of the Loyola Marymount University Upward
Bound program and was on the Comets’ varsity track team as an
800-meter runner.
Jovel credits his mom as the driving force behind his efforts.
“My mom has been such a huge inspiration to me, due to how
much work and troubles she has gone through, to make sure that
my brother and I have grown up to be the people we are today.”

"I have three older brothers and one younger brother, and between the
five of us, it’s like a never-ending competition of who can one-up the
other,” Wright said. “The need to supersede the success of my siblings
has perhaps been the strongest fuel there is that has gotten me this far.”

TEACHER
FEATURE

Patricia Prokopidis, a History teacher at
Westchester Enriched Science Magnets, has
been a teacher in L.A. Unified since 2008
and has been at WESM for nine years.
Ms. Prokopidis, or Ms. Pro, as her students
call her, is not only a History teacher, but
she is a coach for the Comets awardwinning Academic Decathlon team and an
advisor for ASB.

Helping Comets Soar
As ASB advisor, Ms. Prokopidis guides students in
understanding what it means to take responsibility
and make their dreams become a reality. She
provides them with the tools to meet their goals,
whether they are big or small.
The ASB students act as school liaisons and plan
all major events on campus from pep rallies,
dances, and currently, the online newscast Comet
Cast, which can be found on YouTube on the
Westchester Comets page.
“I have the honor to watch the growth of young
leaders,” Ms.Prokopidis says. “I want my students
to know that they have agency and with the
knowledge and tools, anything is possible.”
Ms. Prokopidis credits her family as her biggest
inspiration.

"My biggest inspirations are the women in my life - my
mother, sister, and maternal grandmother,” she says.
“They all have shown me what it means to persevere
through adversity and what true inner strength is.
They all have supported me to follow my dreams and
do what makes me happy. I would not be who I am
today without their support and inspiration.”
Said Prokopidis:
“The true honor as a teacher, coach, and advisor is to
see my students take the lead and use the skills and
knowledge they obtain throughout high school to
lead them into the future. I am so proud to have
taught artists, lawyers, doctors, politicians, teachers,
and so much more. The young people I teach will
change the world, and I am so honored to have seen
them when they were in the early stages of making
and working toward their future goals."
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SELF-CARE FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
DURING THE WINTER BREAK
CLICK ON IMAGES FOR MORE

HEALTHY HABITS RESOURCES
Self-Care During the Holidays - English - Spanish
Commercial Break Exercise
Consider Healthy Habits Food Portion During the
Holidays
Share & Care YouTube playlist
Healthy Habits YouTube recipe playlist

Click here to
read the latest
edition of the
Kinder Corner!

