STUDENT SUPPORT PROGRAMS

SPECIALIZED
STUDENT
SERVICES
The Specialized Student Services (SSS)
Counselors provide local, integrated, and
specialized support services for targeted
student populations, including students in
foster care, experiencing homelessness, and/or
involved in the juvenile justice system.

Description
Advocacy and Case Management Services
Identify and address barriers to educational achievement.
Advocate for educational rights including immediate
school enrollment, ensuring school of origin rights, and
timely transfer of school records.
Link to resources that assist with identified needs,
including transportation, food and housing.
Objectives
Increase attendance rates and school engagement.
Increase academic achievement and graduation rates.
Increase school stability.

Students in the Foster
Care System
The SSS program is dedicated to
enhance the educational outcomes of
students involved in the foster care
system (e.g., living with: parent, relative
caregivers, foster parents, students
with DCFS voluntary placement
agreements, or dependent of the court
of a tribal organizations). The SSS
Counselors advocate for the
educational rights of students in foster
care, as well as provide consultation
and training to District and school
staff, community agencies, and
caregivers on issues and legislation
specific to students in foster care.

Students Experiencing
Homelessness
SSS Counselors provide support to
students experiencing homelessness.
LAUSD identifies students
experiencing homelessness via the
Student Housing Questionnaire
(SHQ). SSS Counselors, under the
McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act, work to remove
barriers to academic success for
homeless students and their families
district-wide. SSS Counselors provide
basic resources for identified
students experiencing homelessness
such as backpacks, school supplies,
hygiene kits, transportation
assistance and emergency clothing.

Students Involved in the
Juvenile Justice System
LAUSD collaborates with the Los
Angeles County Office of Education
(LACOE) and the Los Angeles County
Probation Department to ensure
that protocols and procedures are in
place to establish early identification,
support appropriate placement upon
re-entry into the District, as well as
provide aftercare case management
services for identified LAUSD
students who come in contact with
the Los Angeles county’s juvenile
justice system. With the support of
placement counselors and court
liaisons, SSS counselors facilitate reenrollment and successful transition
into LAUSD schools.
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