
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

Kindergarten	  Start	  Smart	  
Supplemental	  Materials	  and	  

Handouts



CULTURALLY	  RESPONSIVE	  PARTICIPATION	  PROTOCOLS	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Pick-a-Stick 
To	  show	  what	  we	  know,	  only	  the	  student	  whose	  stick	  is	  picked	  shares	  his/her	  thoughts	  
with	  the	  class.	  	  All	  of	  us	  are	  ready	  to	  share,	  and	  we	  use	  turn-‐taking.	  
	  
	  

Roll ‘Em 
To	  show	  what	  we	  know,	  only	  the	  student	  who	  is	  sitting	  in	  the	  rolled	  seat	  and	  table	  shares	  
thoughts	  with	  the	  class.	  All	  of	  us	  are	  ready	  to	  share	  and	  use	  turn-‐taking.	  
	  
	  

Give a Shout Out 
To	  show	  what	  we	  know,	  all	  of	  us	  answer	  aloud.	  Sometimes	  we	  have	  the	  same	  answers,	  and	  
sometimes	  our	  answers	  are	  different.	  	  We	  shout	  out	  our	  answers	  no	  more	  than	  3	  times,	  if	  
necessary.	  
	  

Call and Response 
To	  show	  we	  are	  ready	  for	  the	  next	  activity	  or	  directions,	  we	  provide	  the	  appropriate	  
response	  to	  our	  teacher’s	  call	  for	  our	  attention.	  Our	  hands	  are	  free,	  eyes	  on	  the	  teacher,	  and	  
our	  voices	  are	  off.	  
	  
	  

Raise a Righteous Hand 
To	  volunteer	  for	  something,	  we	  raise	  our	  hands	  silently.	  Not	  all	  of	  us	  may	  be	  able	  to	  
volunteer	  the	  requested	  information	  or	  have	  a	  question,	  so	  only	  some	  of	  us	  will	  raise	  our	  
hands	  to	  share.	  
	  
	  

Whip Around 
To	  show	  what	  we	  know,	  we	  each	  take	  a	  turn	  sharing	  our	  very	  quick	  thoughts.	  All	  of	  us	  are	  
ready	  and	  share	  our	  ideas	  aloud,	  and	  we	  use	  turn-‐taking.	  
	  
 

My Turn, Your Turn 
We	  listen	  when	  it	  is	  someone	  else’s	  turn.	  When	  it	  is	  passed	  off	  to	  us,	  we	  can	  ask	  questions	  
or	  take	  our	  turn	  with	  a	  discussion	  protocol.	  
	  
	  

Moment of Si lence 
The	  room	  is	  completely	  silent	  because	  we	  are	  showing	  reciprocity	  to	  our	  classmates	  by	  
providing	  them	  with	  the	  silence	  they	  need	  to	  concentrate.	  
	  



Cultural ly Responsive Discussion Protocols 
 
 
	  
	  
	  

Numbered Heads Together 	  	  	  
My	  team	  discusses	  a	  problem	  together	  and	  agrees	  on	  an	  answer	  through	  consensus.	  The	  
student	  sitting	  in	  the	  rolled	  numbered	  seat	  answers	  for	  the	  group.	  
	  
	  
	  

Give One, Get One 	  	  	  
I	  use	  order	  to	  walk	  around	  the	  room	  and	  find	  a	  partner	  to	  discuss	  our	  learning.	  When	  we	  
are	  finished	  listening	  and	  sharing,	  we	  return	  immediately	  to	  our	  seats	  and	  I	  am	  ready	  to	  
share	  what	  I	  heard	  from	  my	  partner.	  
	  
	  
	  

Put Your Two Cents In 	  	  	  
In	  groups	  of	  four,	  we	  each	  take	  turns	  talking	  by	  putting	  one	  cent	  in	  the	  center	  of	  the	  table	  
and	  sharing.	  	  Once	  everyone	  has	  shared,	  we	  then	  put	  one	  more	  cent	  in	  and	  respond	  to	  what	  
someone	  else	  in	  our	  group	  has	  shared.	  	  
	  
	  
	  

Round Robin Brainstorming 	  	  
At	  our	  table	  group,	  we	  each	  take	  turns	  sharing	  our	  thoughts	  about	  our	  learning	  while	  the	  
assigned	  Scribe	  takes	  notes	  about	  our	  ideas.	  When	  we	  are	  finished,	  we	  are	  all	  ready	  to	  
share	  with	  the	  class	  what	  we	  discussed.	  
	  
	  
	  

Jigsaw 
In	  groups	  of	  four	  each	  of	  us	  are	  assigned	  material	  to	  learn.	  	  Then,	  students	  across	  the	  class	  
focusing	  on	  the	  same	  material	  get	  together	  to	  decide	  what	  is	  important	  and	  how	  to	  teach	  it.	  	  
After	  practicing,	  in	  our	  “expert”	  groups	  we	  return	  to	  our	  original	  group	  to	  teach	  each	  other.	  
	  
	  
	  

Think-Pair-Share 
I	  think	  about	  my	  learning	  first.	  Then,	  I	  listen	  and	  share	  my	  thoughts	  with	  my	  seat	  partner.	  
Finally,	  some	  of	  my	  classmates	  and	  I	  are	  asked	  to	  share	  what	  we	  heard	  with	  the	  whole	  
class.	  
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Five Little Bees 

 

One little bee blew and flew. 

He met a friend, and that made two. 

Two little bees, busy as could be… 

Along came another and that made three. 

Three little bees, wanted one more, 

Found one soon and that made four. 

Four little bees, going to the hive. 

Spied their little brother, and that made five. 

Five little bees working every hour… 

Buzz away, bees, and find another flower. 

 

 

 

**Rewrite Poem on Poster Board  

 

 

 



             



            



	  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Student Name_____________________ Grade/Subject_________ 

Directions: Read the sentence aloud to your student. Have the student repeat the sentence to 
you. If the student repeats the sentence using Home Language (AAL) format, check the box 
and highlight which AAL linguistic features they use for the purposes of explicit contrastive 
analysis study/instruction. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standard English  Possible 
(AAL) Responses 

Linguistic Features 
(Explicit) 

√ 

1. She spent 35 cents. 35 cent Plural Marker  
2. Carol is my sister. C’ol, sista The /R/ sound  
3.  Ashanti has an umbrella. a umbrella Indefinite Article  
4. He drove himself to the 
hospital. 

hisself Reflexive Pronoun  

5.  We were in the classroom.  was Past Tense Auxiliary Verb  
6. The cat is in the tree. The cat in the tree Copula Verb  
7. I put my test on the desk tes,des Consonant Cluster  
8.  Miles swims everyday. swim Third Person Singular  
9.  It’s cold. col Consonant cluster and “L” Sound  
10.  He doesn’t have any friends. don’t, no Multiple Negation  

11. There he is go Use of “go” as copula verb  
12. My teeth hurt. f “th/f”  sound   
13. My mother is usually at home. be Habitual be – meaning customarily  
14. That’s Carla’s car. Carla  Possessive Marker  
15. I see those children. dem Demonstrative Pronoun  

16.  My mother cooked dinner last 
night. 

cook  Past Tense Marker “ed”  

17. She uses a pen to write. pin Vowel Pairs/Homophones, /i/  
18.  They are running very fast. runnin Inflectional Ending “ing” 

 
 

19.  She stayed at a hotel hotel Syllable Stress Patterns  
20.  I’m going to wash the car. I’m gonna First Person Future  
21.  I won a mil l ion in the lottery. miyon The /L/ sound when it precedes the 

/w/, /j/, or /r/ sounds 
 

MELD Diagnostic Tool for Identifying the Use 
of African American Linguistic (AAL) Features  



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Student Name_____________________ Grade/Subject_________ 
 
Directions: Read the sentence aloud to your student. Have the student repeat the sentence to 
you. If the student repeats the sentence using Home Language (MxAL) format, check the box 
and highlight which MxAL linguistic features they use for the purposes of explicit contrastive 
analysis study/instruction. 

 

 

 

 

 

Standard English  Possible 
(MxAL) 

Responses 

Linguistic Features 
(Explicit) 

√ 

1.  Don’t be bad. Doont be 
baaad. 

Circumflex Intonation 
(sing-song musical intonation) 

 

2.  She has an umbrella. a Indefinite Article  
3.  Do you have a pen? pin Vowel Pairs/Homophones  
4.  We were driving down the street. was Past Tense Auxiliary Verb  
5.  Miguel wore a white hat. hwite Breath “h” Sound  
6.  He doesn’t have any friends. don’t, no Multiple Negation  
7.  My brother is going to the movies. he’s Topicalization  
8.  She runs everyday. run Third Person Singular  
9.  She doesn’t mind if you talk. don’, mine Consonant Clusters  
10.  Alex is sitting on the couch. in Prepositional Variation  
11.  Yesterday, he started selling 
newspapers. 

start Past Tense Marker 
 

 

12.  The Pharaohs were the kings of 
Egypt. 

in Prepositional Variation  

13.  Raise the flag! race “Z” Sound  
14.  The firemen saved many lives. lifes “V” Sound  
15. This game is new, it just came out.  barely Lexical Item “barely” replaces the colloquial use of 

timeliness or scarcity. 
 

16.  The apple.  Thuh Pronunciation of “the” as “thee” before a word 
that starts with a vowel 

 

 

17.  He jumps rope to get into shape. jump Third Person Singular 
 

 

18.  There’s a big tree with leaves on it. them Prepositional Variation.  
19.  He is washing his hair. …is washing 

the hair 
Pronoun Usage 

 
 

MELD Diagnostic Tool for Identifying the Use of 
Mexican American Linguistic (MxAL) Features  



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

Family	  
Activities	  



	  

	  


