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Close Reading	  
(5+ Days) 	  

Overview:  This series of MELD Lessons are intended for 45 minutes – 1 hour, for five (5) days.  Please adjust the time and/or number of days according to the needs of your 
students.  You may also speed up or slow down per the needs of your students.	  

Title:  Our California                                                         Lexile  790	  
Students will use new knowledge to plan a family vacation to any region in California.	  

California State Standards	   RI.3.1  Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the 
text as the basis for the answers. 	  
RL.3.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal 
from nonliteral language.	  
RI.3.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social 
studies, science, and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 2-3 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.	  
RF.3.4  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.	  

b.  Read on-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on 
successive readings. 

W.3.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, 
and audiences. 	  
SL.3.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly.	  
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly 
draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic to explore ideas 
under discussion.	  
b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, 
listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under 
discussion).	  
c. Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and 
link their comments to the remarks of others.	  

L.3.6  Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion.	  
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain-specific 
words and phrases, including those that signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g., After dinner 
that night we went looking for them).	  
Social Studies 3.1.1  Identify geographical features in their local region (e.g., deserts, mountains, 
valleys, hills, coastal areas, oceans, lakes).	  
	  

MELD	  
OBJECTIVES	  

Students will be able to closely read and/or have read to them, a complex text and	  
1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the 
text as the basis for the answers. 
2. Use information gained from illustrations such as maps and photographs and the words in a 
text to demonstrate understanding of the text. 
3. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly.   
4. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 
5. Students will make language choices appropriate to the audience and purpose.    

Depth of Knowledge Level	   DOK 2—What is the genre of the story?  How do you know?	  
DOK 1—Use vocabulary words in a sentence.	  
DOK 2—Determine the meaning of phrases (figurative language)	  
DOK 3—Determine the gist of a stanza in the reading.  Defend your answer.	  
DOK 4—Based on what you and your family members enjoy doing, choose the region you think you 
and your family should visit on vacation. Explain your choice. 	  

Essential Question	   How do California’s diverse regions reflect the diversity of the people that visit there?	  



Access Strategies	   Instructional Conversations, Graphic Organizers, Making Cultural Connections, Academic Language 
Development, Cooperative and Communal Learning, Echo Read	  

Protocols	  
	  

Musical Shares, Numbered Heads Together; Put Your Two Cents In; Call and Response; Give One, 
Get One; Shout Out, My Turn Your Turn, Roll ‘Em;	  

Materials	  
	  
	  

Link to YouTube Video 	  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tPXDy-9iIAI; Paper for students to 
make column chart, pennies for “Put Your 2 Cents In”, Chart paper, map of CA, student copies of the 
text, book Our California, numbers and dice for “Numbered Heads Together” and Roll ‘Em 
protocols.	  

Key Vocabulary	   Features, regions, attributes, diverse,  stanza, expression, rate, figurative language,  coastal, quaint, 
craggy, linger, delta city, sequoias, monoliths, valley, orchards, canal, dam, sweltering.  	  
 	  

Resources	   Book, Our California, Pam Munoz Ryan; map of California, power point with text of Our California.	  
	  

	  

Opening- Teacher will play the music video, “California’s Regions”  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tPXDy-9iIAI. (2:49)  Students will listen for details about the regions of 
California the 1st time.  Teacher will play again and ask students to do Musical Shares.  Students will get up and 
walk around as music is playing.  When the music stops, students will find a partner and respond to the question:  
What are three things you might see or do if you visit California? (Teacher can choose to provide sentence starters 
here to assist students).  After turn taking, teacher will start the music again, and students will find a new partner to 
share with.  Teacher can listen in to student responses for teachable moments using contrastive analysis..	  

	  

 (1st Read)	  
The protocol Call and Response 
used throughout all reads.	  
	  

     	  

Focus:  Read the story for flow and enjoyment.  Go over today’s learning objectives:  
Students will determine if the poem is fiction or non-fiction and support their 
answer with evidence from the text.  Teacher reads aloud Our California.  Following 
the reading, students will get into groups of 4 and each student will be provided with 
a copy of the text.  Teacher will instruct students to use the Put Your Two Cents In 
(or Numbered Heads Together) protocol to discuss, “Is the poem fiction or non-
fiction?  How do you know?  Following discussions, students will share out citing 
their evidence. Teacher will chart responses.  (This is an opportunity for the teacher 
to respond to teachable moments regarding language choices using contrastive 
analysis.)	  

 (2nd Read) Focus:  Vocabulary  	  
Key vocabulary words:  coastal, quaint, craggy, linger, delta city, sequoias, 
monoliths, valley, orchards, canal, dam, sweltering.  	  
Go over today’s learning objectives: Students will determine the meaning of 
unknown words and practice using the new vocabulary in sentences.	  
Teacher will distribute a copy of the poem, “Our California”.  Teacher will display 
the book using the projector and students will echo read the poem, practicing the 
appropriate rate and expression. At the end of each stanza, teacher will ask students 
to circle specific vocabulary words on their copy of the poem.  They will be 
instructed to use their vocabulary strategy of context clues of reading around the 
word.  Teacher will support the discussion to guide students to look at words that 
contribute to the meaning.  In addition, teacher will prompt students to look for 
appropriate illustrations that could additionally support understanding.  For 
example, “craggy” rocks. Student will look at the rocks in the illustration and 
describe what they look like.  Teacher will create a class chart of the words and 
record the meaning/synonym.  Students will also write the meaning or synonym 
above the circled word on their copy of the story.  (Additionally, students could 
record the words in their personal thesaurus.)  After all words are charted and 
discussed, students will get into groups.  Each group will be assigned several words 



	  
	  

from the chart. Students will use each word in a sentence and record their sentence 
on a sentence strip. Teacher will post the strips, students will read their sentences 
and the teacher will use the opportunity to correct any misconceptions about 
meaning and to incorporate contrastive analysis.  	  

 (3rd Read)	  

	  
	  

Focus:  Analyzing figurative language.	  
Go over today’s learning objectives: Students will determine the meaning of phrases 
in order to understand the text.	  
Introduce vocabulary words: stanza, expression, rate	  
Students will work in groups of 4.  They will take turns reading the stanzas of the 
poem with the appropriate expression and rate. At the end of the poem, students will 
be assigned a figurative word/phrase/sentence and work together to try and 
determine the meaning.  Students will share out, there will be class discussion using 
the My Turn Your Turn protocol.  Students will annotate their copy of the text with 
the meaning of the phrases being discussed.  (Teacher will use this opportunity for 
contrastive analysis during discussions, if necessary). 	  

4th Read	  
	  

	  

Focus:  Determining the gist of the text. 	  
Go over today’s learning objectives:  Students will read and analyze the poem to 
determine it’s literal meaning.	  
Students will work in groups of 4.  Teacher will assign 1-2 stanzas per group.  Using 
the protocol of Numbered Heads Together, students will read each assigned stanza, 
determine the gist of each stanza, and record their consensus on the worksheet 
provided. A map of California will also be provided to students so that they can 
connect the location of the site being discussed.  Groups will be called upon to share 
their written responses.  Teacher will use the document reader and projector for this.  
Students will make a brief oral presentation to explain what evidence they used to 
determine the gist of the stanza.    Teacher will use this opportunity to correct any 
misunderstandings of the text and to look for teachable moments for contrastive 
analysis during the oral and written presentations.  Students will record the gist of 



	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

each stanza. (Teacher will model the first stanza providing a written model showing 
one or two examples of home language and then a contrasting model paragraph 
using academic language).  	  

Culminating Task – 
Writing	  
	  
	  	  	  

	  

	  

Focus:  	  
Go over today’s learning objectives:  	  
Review vocabulary word: regions, diversity/diverse	  
Teacher will replay the video and song again “California’s Regions”. Ask students 
to Shout Out the regions of California as they hear them.  Teacher will add each 
region to a divided Circle Map.  Students will be asked to pay close attention to the 
features or characteristics of the regions.  After the video, teacher will ask for a 
description of each area (as heard in the video). This information will be added to 
the circle map.  Teacher will inform students that the word region and the names of 
the regions are the “language of the discipline”.	  
	  
For their culminating task, students will be asked to think about the following 
situation:  You get to plan a family vacation to any region in California.  Think 
about the things that you and your family members enjoy doing.  Choose the region 
you think you and your family should visit on vacation.  Jot down your reasons for 
wanting to vacation in the region.  Using the protocol of Give One Get One, 
students will find a partner and share where they would like to visit on vacation and 
why.   Students will be instructed to use descriptive vocabulary words (i.e. vistas, 
monoliths) and the language of the discipline (i.e. region, located, coastal) when 
sharing.  Students will also cite evidence from the text and video to support their 
statements.  Students will exchange information with each other several times, and 
some students will be selected (with Raise a Righteous Hand) to share out whole 
group.  Teacher will find teachable moments to use contrastive analysis. Finally, 
students will be asked to write about their desired destination.  Teacher will use 
sentence lifting for contrastive analysis.  	  
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