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Close Reading 
(6+ Days)  

Overview:  This series of MELD Lessons are intended for 45 minutes – 1 hour, for six (6) days.   

Title:    Star-Spangled Relic                                                                    

Lexile 1000 
California State 
Standards 

RI.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly 
and when drawing inferences from the text.  
RI5.3 Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, 
events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, or technical on specific information in the 
text.  
RI.5.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area.  
RI5.6 Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important 
similarities and differences in the point of view they represent.  
RI.5.9 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write 
or speak about the subject knowledgeably.  
SL.5.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse 
partners, building on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly.  
SL.5.2. Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse 
media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  
L.5.2e Spell grade appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 
L.5.4a Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
L.5.5a Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context.  
W.5.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and 
organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
 

MELD 
OBJECTIVES 

 Students will be able to closely read and/or have read to them a complex text and  
1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text using 

text evidence.  
2. Describe why the US flag is important.  
3. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one on one, in 

groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics to build 
on others’ ideas and expressing their won clearly.  

4. Describe different examples of figurative language as found on the text.  
5. Write an opinion paragraph on why the flag makes history real.  

Contrastive Analysis Lesson Objective:  
          After students write an opinion paragraph the teacher will conduct sentence 
lifting to    
          expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning.  
 

Depth of Knowledge 
Level 

DOK1 Where was the flag that Noem found located at?  
DOK2 Use context to identify the meaning of words/ phrases.  
DOK3 Why did the author use the following sentence "I just got real 
quiet, and my heart skipped a beat”? 
DOK3 Explain why were there flags surrounding the box in the theatre 
where Lincoln was watching a play? 
DOK2 Why is this flag an important piece of history? 



DOK3 Use reasoning to explain why had the flag remained in storage 
for most of the 76 years.  
DOK3 What does the author mean by darkest moments in American 
History? 
DOK3How is this a historical passage. What words or phrases support 
this claim 
DOK4 Use a Venn diagram to synthesize information across multiple 
sources . 
 

Essential Question  Explain why does the flag make history real? Use evidence from text. 
How do symbols preserve history? 
What is the importance of symbols to nation? 
 

Access Strategies Think Pair Share, instructional conversations, annotation, graphic 
organizer,  
Academic Language Development. 
 

Protocols 
 

Pick a Stick, Think Pair Share, Roll’em, Shout Out, gallery walk 
 

Materials 
 
 

 Text Star Spangle Relic    Chart paper     Close Reading Poster    
 
What the American Flag Means to Me Video  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AtI0_hz-gPs 
 

Key Vocabulary Fateful clutched relic authentic assassination  
 

Resources ReadWorks.org Star spangle Relic article 
 
Video What the American Flag Means to Me Video  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AtI0_hz-gPs 
 

 
 

1st Read (day1) 
The protocol Call and 
Response used 
throughout all reads. 
 

Go over the objectives 
 
Focus: Read the story for flow.  
 
Students work in groups to identify the genre with evidence from the 
text.  DOK3 How is this a historical passage. What words or phrases 
support this claim. 
 
Teacher will do roll em for whole group sharing. 
 



2nd Read (day2) Go over the objectives 
Students use annotated symbols to:  

1. Circle words they don’t know  
2. Underline important information  
3. Jot down the gist of each paragraph 

 
DOK2 Use context to identify the meaning of words/ phrases.  

 
In groups students will  summarize the text and write it on a chart 
paper.  
Students will do a gallery walk to look at each summary.  
Students will then be provided with an opportunity to do changes on 
their summary.  
 

3rd Read (day3) 
 

Focus: Using Text Dependent Questions 
1. Go over today’s objectives.  

In groups students will do a Gallery Walkie Talkie answering the 
following questions in chart paper. 

 
DOK1 Where was the flag that Nolin found located at?  
DOK2 Why is this flag an important piece of history? 
DOK3 Why did the author use the following sentence "I just got real 
quiet, and my heart skipped a beat”? 
DOK3 Explain why were there flags surrounding the box in the theatre 
where Lincoln was watching a play? 
DOK3 Use reasoning to explain why had the flag remained in storage 
for most of the 76 years.  
DOK3 What does the author mean by darkest moments in American 
History? 
 
Whole group sharing with pick a stick. 
 

1st and 2nd Viewing 
of Video (day4) 

1. Go over today’s learning objectives  
2. Show the video a 2nd time and students will take notes on the 

video to get the gist.  
3. Let the students know that they will discuss the similarities and 

differences between the article and the video.  
4. Students will create a Venn diagram on the differences and 

similarities between the video on the topic the US flag.  
 

Day 5 
Culminating Task – 
Writing 
 

Focus: Writing  
1. Go over today’s learning objectives.  
2. Students will Write a paragraph answering the question : 
Why does the flag make history real? Use evidence from text 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
 

 
Day 6  
 

After students write an opinion paragraph on why does the flag make 
history real, the teacher will conduct sentence lifting to expand, 
combine, and reduce sentences for meaning.  
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CONCEPTS OF COMPREHENSION: DRAWING CONCLUSIONS 5t h GRADE UNIT 
Reading Passage 
Text: Copyright © 2007 Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved. 
Weekly Reader is a registered trademark of Weekly Reader Corporation. 
Used by permission. 
© 2010 Urban Education Exchange. All rights reserved. 

Star-Spangled Relic 
In 1998, Kelly Nolin stumbled across a lost piece of American history. 
Neatly folded in a glass-topped box in a storage room at the 
Connecticut Historical Society1 lay an American flag. 
This was no ordinary flag. Stitched on the flag's faded, star-filled blue 
field were these words: "Presented to the Treasury Guard Regt. by the 
Ladies of the Treasury Dept. 1864." 
"I just got real quiet, and my heart skipped a beat," said Nolin, the 
Historical Society's head librarian in 1998. 
Nolin had uncovered one of five American flags that workers at Ford's 
Theatre had placed in Abraham Lincoln's theater box on the night of 
his assassination, April 14, 1865. 
After an exhaustive three-year study to prove the flag authentic2, the 
Connecticut Historical Society displayed the banner with other Civil 
War relics3. 
Five American flags surrounded Lincoln; his wife, Mary Todd; and two 
guests on that fateful night as they watched a comedy called Our 
American Cousin. Historians say the flag hung on a pole to the left of 
the president. In fact, they believe, Lincoln might have clutched the 
flag immediately after John Wilkes Booth shot him in the back of the 
head. 
How did a flag from one of the darkest moments in American history 
wind up in a basement in Hartford, Connecticut? 
After the shooting, the flag went back to the U.S. Treasury 
Department. Sometime in the 1870s, a Treasury Department captain 
gave the banner to a Connecticut Civil War veteran. Years later, the 
veteran gave the flag to his son. The son then presented the flag, in 
1922, to the historical society, where it remained for 76 years. 
"The flag makes history real," said Susan Schoelwer of the historical 
society. 
1 historical society: an organization whose members have interest in local history 
2 authentic: genuine; real 
3 relics: objects (usually the remains of an object) that are interesting because of their age or association 
with the past 
 
 
 
 
 


