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FOSTER YOUTH ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM 

SCHOOL STABILITY & SCHOOL OF ORIGIN FACT SHEET 
 

FOSTER YOUTH HAVE A RIGHT TO REMAIN IN THEIR SCHOOL OF ORIGIN 

 All school districts must allow foster children to continue to attend their 

school of origin, even if they move to a placement outside the school’s 

attendance boundaries, as long as they have an open juvenile court case. 

 

 After the court case closes, foster youth can remain in their school of origin 

 Until the end of the school year in which the court case closes (K or 
grades 1-8), or 

 Until graduation (high school student). 
 

 Foster youth also have the right to matriculate with their peers in 

accordance with their school of origin’s feeder patterns (i.e. elementary to 

middle school or middle school to high school). 

 

 Foster youth who remain in their school of origin meet the residency 

requirements of the school of origin’s district; that district is responsible for 

the child’s education. 

SCHOOL STABILITY IS KEY AND EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY  

 School-site foster youth counselors and foster education liaisons should 

ensure that each foster child’s Department of Children & Family Services 

(DCFS) social worker has their contact information, and ask the DCFS social 

worker to inform them in advance if a placement change is about to occur.  

 

 When a placement change is about to occur (or has occurred on an emergency basis), foster youth counselors and 

foster education liaisons should work with the DCFS social worker to help the student remain at the school of origin 

unless the student’s Education Rights Holder (ERH) determines that it would be in the student’s best interest to 

change schools.   

 

 If the foster youth counselor or education liaison believes it would be in the student’s best interest to move to a 

different school, the counselor or liaison must make a written recommendation to the student and the student’s 

ERH, explaining why changing schools would be in the student’s best interest. 

 

 

 

 

 

“School of Origin” means: 

 The school the child attended 

when removed from the parents,  

 

 The school the child most 
recently attended, or 

 
 

 Any school the child attended in 

the past 15 months, that the 

child has a substantial 

connection to 

 

 “School of origin” includes non-

public schools and other special 

education placements. 
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 If the ERH agrees that changing schools would be in the student’s best interest, the foster youth counselor or 

education liaison should assist in the transfer to the new school by 

 

 Providing a transcript, check out grades, including a calculation of partial credits for high school 

students, and IEP, if any for the student to take to enroll in the new school.   

 Ensuring that complete school records are transferred to the new school within 2 business days of 

receiving the request.   

SCHOOL STABILITY & TRANSPORTATION 

 Foster youth counselors, education liaisons, and district-level staff should all work together with the DCFS to assist 
with transportation to the school of origin.        

 DCFS can reimburse caregivers for driving foster children to their schools of origin or provide funds for public 

transportation, when appropriate.  If there are delays or barriers in accessing DCFS funding for a caregiver to 

transport a student to the school of origin, LAUSD foster youth counselors should first try to work with the child’s 

DCFS caseworker, and then if necessary contact the caseworker’s supervisor, contact the student’s attorney, and/or 

refer the caregiver to an advocacy organization such as the Alliance for Children’s Rights or Public Counsel. 

 

 If a foster child is receiving special education services, the school district must provide transportation to and from 

the school of origin, if the IEP provides for transportation.  Otherwise, if the child is in special education, 

transportation should be addressed in the IEP team meeting. 

 

DISPUTES REGARDING SCHOOL STABILITY 

 

 If a foster child is receiving special education services, the school district must provide transportation to and from 

the school of origin, if the IEP provides for transportation.  Otherwise, if the child is in special education, 

transportation should be addressed in the IEP team meeting. 

 

  


