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LAUSD EXPECTS ALL  
STUDENTS TO HAVE 96% OR  

BETTER ATTENDANCE

Working Together to Improve
Outcomes for our Children

What is the Performance Meter for 
Attendance? Alicia Garoupa, Interim Director

    Pupil Services 
(213) 241-3844

http://achieve.lausd.net/pupilservices

Los Angeles Unified School District

Pupil Services
STUDENT HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

The foundation of student academic success 
is excellent attendance.  LAUSD wants to 
partner with all parents to ensure students 
attend regularly and to address any issues 
that impact attendance.

Pursuant to California Education Code 
Section 48340, our school district’s 
attendance policies for Kindergarten 
students are consistent with the compulsory 
laws governing school attendance for 
children between the ages of 6 and 18. 
Although children 5 and under are not legally 
required to attend school, once enrolled, 
they are expected to attend school regularly 
with the help of their parent or guardian. If 
your child is absent or tardy without a valid 
excuse, he/she will be considered “truant” as 
defined by state law.

www.cde.ca.gov/ls/ai/tr

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE IS THE LAW

Building Good Attendance Habits

Transitional Kindergarten, Kindergarten and 
Grade 9

Martha O. Godinez, Interim Coordinator
 Phone: 213 202-2012 

Fax: 213 202-2031
email: mgodinez@lausd.net

Far Below Basic Below Basic Basic Proficient
Less than 87%

24 or more absences 15-23 absences 8-14 absences 1-7 absences 0 absences

87%-91% 87%-91% 87%-91% 87%-91%
Advanced

More likely to achieve at grade 
level and graduate

Proficient Advanced

96%-99% 100%

1-7 absences 0 absences

More likely to achieve at 
grade level and graduate



Teaching Good Attendance Habits
• Create morning and evening routines
• Schedule appointments after school hours 

or on weekends (If the appointment must be 
during school hours, please have your child 
attend school prior to the appointment and/
or return to school after the appointment, to 
complete the school day)

• Plan family vacations during non school days 
only

• Teach the benefits of good attendance by 
helping your child develop a positive attitude 
towards school

• Have alternative transportation in place to get 
to and from school

• Display school calendars and schedules in a 
visible place

• Make sure your child’s school has your 
accurate daytime contact information, 
including cell phone number and/or e-mail 
address

ATTENDANCE IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAM

Vision
The Attendance Improvement Program supports 
schools in achieving attendance improvement 
targets in Kindergarten and Grade 9.  Increasing 
student attendance is crucial to improving 
academic achievement.  We are committed to 
engaging parents, students, school staff, and 
community members toward a common vision of 
graduation for all students.

Goals

Kindergarten Matters

Grade 9 Matters

• Monitor and analyze attendance data 
trends and outcomes to guide prevention 
and early intervention efforts for targeted 
grade levels

• Demonstrate increased staff, student, 
and parent awareness of attendance 
expectations and Performance Meter goals

• Demonstrate an increased use of 
prevention and intervention programs 
to improve student attendance school-
wide (incentive programs, community 
partnerships, parent support)

• Have at least a 5% increase in the 
percentage of students attending school 
at a rate of 96% or higher  in the targeted 
grade level by the end of the school year, 
as compared to the previous year.

Maintaining proficient of advanced attendance 
in Kindergarten helps ensure that students will 
perform at grade level in reading and math.

Attendance patterns establish in Kindergarten 
influence educational outcomes for students.

Maintaining proficient or advanced attendance in 
Grade 9 helps students graduate from high school 
on time.

Good attendance patterns in Grade 9 influence 
the educational success of students through high 
school and beyond.


